Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, September 10, 2026, at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehab and Healthcare,1740 84th Street



Present: Ross Brady, Angelo Bruno, Chris Bruno, Wai Yee Chan, Simon Chik, Anila Cobo, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Chung Dick, Jeffrey Harris, Richard Hecker, John Herron, Andriy Hrytchah, Stefano Ientile, Ghazi Jalil, Xiong Wei Jin, Tim Law, Chi Por Li, Mohammed Nobi, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, Samuel Watt, Laurie Windsor, Mu Wang Zheng, Shu Bin Zhu, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Claudio DeMeo, Paul DiSpirito, Glib Dolotov, Nicholas Eng, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Mel Garofalo, Roy Jung, Samil Levin, Camille Passi, Nancy Sottile, John Talmadge, Briand Taylor, Sonia Valentin, Katherine Vero, Raymond Wang, Muhib Zaidi, Yihe Zhao

Guests: Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, Patricia Capuano, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn DA, Jason Tze, Sophie Ju, Tiffany Mai, Chi Anunuwa – Mayor’s Office of Mass Engagement, Vlada Kolomiiets, Helen Klein – Assemblymember Colton, Concetta Bologna, William Tang – Councilmember Aviles, Assemblyman William Colton, State Senator Steve Chan





















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, September 10, 2026, at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehab and Healthcare,1740 84th Street





The meeting was opened at 7:11 PM with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moment of Silence		

Chairwoman Laurie Windsor requested a moment of silence in honor of all the victims who were killed in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Public Portion

Assemblyman Colton advised that there would be a memorial vigil tomorrow for the victims of September 11th, at Seth Low Park at 11AM. He shared memories and thoughts of the tragedy that occurred 25 years ago. All are welcome to attend.

The Assemblyman provided an update on the 6 feet of garbage dumped on the tree pits on 82nd Street and 21 Avenue.  He organized a team of volunteers to clean the area and removed 14 bags of trash.  Two weeks later another 6 bags were dumped, which were cleaned. The area is being monitored, and residents were urged to participate in the Department of Sanitation’s Illegal Dumping Program.

He further addressed the large number of feral cats found dead in the neighborhood. He stated that this cruel act is a federal crime and is being investigated.

Senator Steve Chan advised that there are a few areas of concern within our neighborhood where animals are being poisoned. He advised that when cats are poisoned, they seek areas to hide and that over a dozen dead cats were found on 86th Street and 16th Avenue.  He advised that they have found evidence of rat poison and he thanked the 62nd Precinct and St. Vincent’s Animal Rescue for their work on this matter. If residents suspect that their animal has ingested poison, Vitamin K, 25 milligrams per 15 pounds, is the first antidote.  

He further provided updates on the 17th Avenue Bridge construction project and spoke about his time as a Police Officer during September 11, 2001.

Captain Islam, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, thanked the community and elected officials for their partnership.  He advised that the Police Department plays a big role in animal cruelty cases and residents should call 911 or contact them on social media immediately if they see something. He further advised that Animal Cruelty Squad is leading the investigation and he will provide updates when received.
In closing, the Captain invited the community to participate in the 9/11 ceremony in front of the precinct and the Community Council meeting that will be held on Wednesday, September 15th at 6PM.

Chi Anunwa, the Brooklyn borough manager, of the Mayor's Office of Mass Engagement, advised that the Mayor released more than 170,000 pages of city records on air quality and health concerns after September 11th, including the Harding Memo and 68 boxes of files that weren't found until last year, and can be accessed via www.nyc.gov/Sept11docs

f you lived, worked, went to school, or were simply downtown South of Canal Street between September 11th, 2001, and May 30th, 2002, and you have a 911 related illness, you may be eligible for two federal programs. The first one is the World Trade Center Health Program, which covers monitoring and treatment, and the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund provides financial compensation. Further information about these programs is available on the website.

She further announced the creation of the Mayor’s Office of Worker Power, a tenant’s organizing workshop, and changes to temporary protective status for immigrants. Anyone interested in learning more should can contact their office.

Mirza, representing Pineapple Ride, announced that they were awarded a $10,0000 pollinator grant from New York Community Trust.  The funding will be used to plant flowers throughout Bensonhurst Park.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, announced several upcoming events and programs including National Voter Registration Day and Love your Library Day.  The calendar of events can be found at www.bklynlibrary.org 

Paul Laguerre, representing the Brooklyn District Attorney’s office, announced upcoming events including Begin Again, where individuals with low level offenses can get those resolved and we will have information on job apprenticeships and medical screening, and on October 7th, they will be celebrating Hispanic Heritage month. Flyers are available for those interested.

William Tang, representing Council Member Alexa Aviles, introduced himself and announced several upcoming events including the Rat Academy, mobile office hours at New Utrecht Public Library., and budget allocations.
Vivian Parham, representing Mapleton Library, advised that the branch is undergoing renovations and is expected to reopen in March 2027. There are currently bookmobile services, and they are planning online services. Events and information will be posted on the Mapleton Library web page.

Nanci Roden, representing Council Member Carr, announced mobile office hours at Knights of Columbus, on 86th Street and 13th Avenue, and advised residents to contact the office if in need of assistance.

Concetta Bologna, a resident of Bay Parkway, spoke regarding the proposed bus lanes on Bay Parkway.  She voiced concerned that residents in the apartment buildings wouldn’t be able to unload groceries or other goods and were being punished due to people illegally double-parking in the area.  

Tiffany, a community resident, stated that the community was facing a public safety and infrastructure crisis.  She stated that a neighbor was recently robbed at knifepoint, unsafe traffic conditions, and there are no NYC recreation centers for families and seniors.  She requested that the board support converting the site of the proposed shelter at 2501 86th Street, to a state-of-the-art Parks and Recreation Center.

Ken Chui, representing Assemlyman Chang, spoke regarding recent district events and upcoming events.  Anyone interested should contact their offices.

Chaiwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Angelo Cucuzza to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Chung Dick to accept the minutes of the June 1, 2026, meeting. Second by Victoria Curto. Unanimously adopted.

Chairwoman’s Report

Laurie Windsor welcomed the board members back from the summer recess.  She advised that over the summer, committee assignments were made, and all board members should have received their assignments, which aligned with their areas of interest.    

For planning purposes, members also received a list of the tentative dates of our monthly board meetings through June 2026.  A formal meeting notice will be sent prior to any meeting.  
  
Chair Windsor stressed that it is important for members to attend meetings since business can only be conducted in the presence of a quorum.  

She further advised that we are beginning the fiscal year 2028 city budget cycle and will be holding a public hearing in October on the board’s capital and expense budget priorities. 

In closing, Chair Windsor advised that she spoke with the liaison for the 17th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge reconstruction project, and the community should see progress this weekend.  The project should be completed this December. 

District Manager’s Report 

Marnee Elias-Pavia added that in order to conduct work on the 17th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge, beginning that on Friday, September 18th, 2026, beginning at 11:00PM and continuing through Sunday, September 20th, 2026, single and double lane closures will be required in both the westbound and eastbound directions of the Belt Parkway limited to 45 minutes.

The District Manager advised that NYC Housing Preservation and Development and NYC Department of City Planning recently released a draft of NYC’s first Fair Housing Growth Strategy.  The draft plan assigns 5-year growth targets for affordable housing. Our district has a 2030 target of 5,500 new units – 1,375 affordable, 410 deeply affordable.
 
The report does not consider the existing housing stock, organic affordability – meaning the local market rate apartment listings are already at or below the official 2025 affordable housing thresholds for a 2-person household at 80% Area Median Income, the current growth, renal vacancies, etc.
 
Comments will be accepted on the draft report until September 19, 2026, and by consensus the board authorized comments to be submitted on behalf of the board.

She further advised that on August 17th, the MTA activated the Automated Camera Enforcement on the B8 bus route, starting a 60-day warning period.  In our district it runs the length of 18th Avenue.

The Department of Parks announced that this fall they'll be conducting tree plantings in our district. The new program, Neighborhood Tree Planting, will service entire blocks before moving to the next neighborhood.

In closing, she advised that the Mayor announced a new pilot project for portable bathrooms that require no utility connections and little maintenance. Our district is included in the pilot and when additional information becomes available it will be shares.

Transportation Committee Report

Ross Brady, 1st Vice Chair, delivered the report of the Transportation Committee. 

For the Bay Parkway and Cropsey Avenue Bus Priority and Safety Improvements project the committee recommended opposing the proposal unless the following recommendations are incorporated:

Bay Parkway - 61st Street to 63rd Street: This segment has a large multi-practice
medical/surgical facility with parking garage on 61 street, entrance to St Athanasius school is on 61 Street. The proposal restricts left turns from Bay Parkway onto 61st Street, however 23rd Avenue is a school corridor regulated by stop signs. Left turn signals and LPI’s should be considered instead of putting traffic on the side streets, which is a school route with no traffic signals.

64th Street to 67th Street: The new left turn lanes must be controlled by a left turn arrow in both directions at 65th Street. More clarity is needed for the 66th St/Bay Parkway schematic. A stop here on red at the crosswalk and signal head should be installed, as well as new ADA curb cuts. This may help make this area safer for pedestrians and transit users. Curb Extensions should be cement or bollards/flexi-posts are needed. Further input is needed from the businesses in this segment regarding their needs and loss of curb space. Signal timing needs be adjusted to address congestion.

68th Street to 70th Street: the pedestrian island should be concrete and not
paint to increase pedestrian safety.

71st Street to 73rd Street: Between West 10th and West 11th Street is a carwash with significant queueing; the proposal calls for a curbside bus lane on this side of the street. Additional curbside management must be conducted to address this issue/conflict.

74th St to 77th Street / Avenue P: Daylighting on northbound Bay Parkway and West 12th to increase pedestrian visibility for the offset right turn. Further study and additional information is needed to determine if the unsignalized left turn is warranted at 74th Street instead of an off-set bus lane. An alternative design should be presented as an alternative to the removal of all the parking in this residential area for a curbside bus lane. Left and right turn signals should be incorporated rather than banning the turns.

79th Street to 82nd Street: Concrete should be used rather than paint. Other comments are given under the turn section.

82nd Street to 84th Street: Alternative design should be presented to determine if offset bus lanes could be used on the west side of the street.

85th Street to 86th Street: The new No Parking Regulation on 85th Street should coincide with regular business hours or an alternative regulation for drop-offs. Traffic enforcement is needed to reduce double-parking. Loading Zones are needed.

Benson Avenue: Left turn lanes without signals will cause motorists to make left turns on the red at this heavily congested corridor.

Bath Avenue and Cropsey Avenue: There is already a northbound left turn signal at Bath Avenue. More data is required to review this intersection. With the amount of illegal motorist behavior and aggressive driving we cannot provide alternatives. Again, expanding the southbound left turn lane without a dedicated left turn signal is pointless. The current configuration is not normally backed up.

Bay Parkway South End: Belt Parkway and Shore Parkway: Southbound furthest left turn lane only should be designated EB Belt Only and coordinated with Cropsey Avenue turn lanes. Southbound middle left lane only should be designated Shore Parkway/Shopping Center Only. Southbound right lane through traffic only. There are significant driver confusion and lane jockeying through the left turn onto Shore Parkway. Additional safety improvements should be explored at this Vision Zero priority intersection. Bollards for pedestrian safety should be investigated for the NE corner of Bay Parkway and Shore Parkway. Bus priority signals at the intersection of Bay Parkway and Shore Parkway for the left turn lanes. Flexiposts should be explored along the buffer to increase safety and visibility along the south side of street. High visibility left turn lane channelization should be installed with floppy posts separating Belt Parkway traffic. Left lane Belt only signage in advance of the turn. South bound Bay Parkway left turn lane onto Cropsey Avenue should have a left turn signal. Currently buses can only make a left turn on red, which is dangerous for pedestrians starting to cross Cropsey Avenue.

Cropsey Avenue: Bay Parkway to Bay 32 Street: Southbound towards Bath Beach: In addition to multiple bus routes, this corridor is a truck route with more than 700/veh/hr Left turn signal needs adjusting. The phasing only allows about 5 vehicles per lane to turn. One lane into the 2 left turn lanes will create queuing and congestion up Cropsey Avenue. Left-turn lanes should be designated for EB Belt, WB Belt and through traffic. Remove painted median and extend left turn lane as far back as possible since median is used for illegal parking. The center median from Bay 32 Street to 23rd Avenue also needs treatment to prevent illegal parking.

Adequate ambulance space is needed for the 2 nursing homes and adult home, as well as further traffic studies of Bath Avenue due to expected increased traffic trying to avoid Cropsey Avenue and the Belt Parkway/Verrazano.
Cropsey Avenue Offset Bus Lane and Medians at 23rd Avenue: School Safety should revisit HLA2 for better curbside management for school buses during arrival and dismissal.

Bay Parkway Left Turn Changes: 67th Street to 82nd Street:
Left turn arrows should be included at West 10th Street, which is offset.

Further study for safety improvements should be conducted for Bay Parkway from Bay Ridge Parkway where Avenue P intersects as shown in Crashmapper.

Left turns are needed at Bay Parkway and Avenue P to access to the 5 schools in a two-block radius. These schools are serviced by school buses and a District 75 school.

Additionally, the 80th Street side of Yeshiva Ohel Moshe is also used for school bus arrival and departure and a left turn is necessary.

Further study should be conducted on the blocks that include left turn bans to determine if increased traffic would be placed on residential blocks and left turn signals are warranted rather than diverting traffic onto side streets.

A motion was made by Angelo Cucuzza to accept the committee's recommendations. Second by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

II. New Utrecht Ave and 17th Ave, 78th St to 81st St School Safety Improvements project

The Department of Transportation first presented this project at the June meeting. DOT received a request for Safety Improvements from New Utrecht High School and made recommendations to address missing crosswalks, shorten crossings and long distances between the crosswalks, and add crosswalks.

The proposal calls for a one-way conversion of 17th Avenue northbound, new angled parking, new traffic assignments, closing the slip street from 17th Avenue onto New Utrecht Avenue curb extensions, new concrete islands,

The committee did a site visit to better visualize the bow tie intersection of 17th Avenue and New Utrecht.

The following input is being put forward as a recommendation to DOT:

Convert 17th Avenue to one-way Southbound instead of Northbound – the committee voiced concerns about diverting traffic onto 80th Street, the school block, which had multiple injuries.
• Lower the speed limit in the area to a school zone regulation.
• Install redlight camera/speed camera.
• Keep 17th Avenue between 79th and 80th 2-way.
• Clear pavement traffic markings.
• Signal re-timing within the project area.
• Install Countdown Crosswalk signals
• Install LPI’s (these give a head start for pedestrians to cross)
• Enforcement of unregistered mopeds in the area.
• Enforcement of unlicensed vendors on the sidewalk on New Utrecht between 79th Street and 17th Avenue (this creates reduced visibility)
• Painted buffer in the No Standing Zone. Existing Signs are poorly visible due to the columns of the el.
• School Safety during dismissal
• Supports closing the slip lane from 17th Ave onto New Utrecht Ave to remove conflicts and expand pedestrian space at the subway entrance
• A concrete pedestrian island at New Utrecht Ave and 17th Ave at 79th St to organize the intersection and shorten pedestrian crossings
• Deleting the daylighting on 79th Street due to the intersection being controlled by a traffic signal.
• 81 Street and NUA - Requests for a traffic signal were made multiple times over the years. Finally, was approved about 6 months ago and has not been installed.

A motion was made by Chung Dick to accept the committee’s recommendation. Second by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.

Chairperson Windsor thanked the Transportation Committee for their hard work and many hours reviewing these proposals.

New Business

Tim Law announced the celebration of the Mid-Autum Festival on September 16th, at 11AM, 124 Avenue O. All are welcome to attend.

A motion was made by Wai Yee Chan to adjourn. Second by Angelo Cucuzza. Unanimously adopted.




