Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday June 11, 2026, at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehab & Healthcare, 1740 84th Street




Present: Ross Brady, Wai Yee Chan, Anila Cobo, Victoria Curto, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Leon Freue, Richard Hecker, John Herron, Andriy Hrytchak, Stefano Ientile, Ghazi Jalil, Xiongwei Jin, Tim Law, Chi Por Li, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, John Talmadge, Sonia Valentin, Katherine Vero, Samuel Watt, Laurie Windsor, MuWang Zheng, Shu Bin Zhu, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Angelo Bruno, Chris Bruno, Simon Chik, Angelo Cucuzza, Paul DiSpirito, Glib Dolotov, Nicholas Eng, Alan Esses, Mel Garafalo, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Samil Levin, Mohammed Nobi, Camille Passi, Shokhjakhon Samiev, Nancy Sottile, Briand Taylor, Raymond Wang, Muhib Zaidi, Yihe Zhao

Guests:  Assembly Member Lester Chang, Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, David Zubin, Steve Gonzalez – School Construction Authority, Kim Council –Deputy Brooklyn Borough President, Michelle Mei – Rep. Clarke, Julius Gomez, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn District Attorney, Joseph Sutton, Ken Chan, Marco Enrico – Rep. Malliotakis, Mirza Medunjanin – Pineapple Ride, Cheskel Klein – Council Member Felder
























Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday June 11, 2026, at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehab & Healthcare, 1740 84th Street





The meeting was opened at 7PM with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.			
Public Portion 

Assemblyman Chang spoke regarding his opposition to the 6% water and sewer rate increase passed by the Water Board, which bypasses the Legislature. He further provided legislative updates and announced that on June 16th, there will be a meeting at the Knights of Columbus, 1305 86th Street, on preserving Italian heritage and creating a Columbus statue.

Reverend Kim Council, Deputy Borough President, announced several upcoming events hosted by the Borough President. Informational flyers are available for those interested in participating. 		

She further advised that Borough Hall provides constituent services during regular office hours, and walk-in services on Wednesdays without an appointment.

Tambe John, Branch Manager of New Utrecht Library, announced upcoming events and classes being offered at the library.  Those interested can access the calendar of events at www.bklynlibrary.org    

Marco Enrico, representing Congresswoman Malliotakis, advised that she introduced legislation to provide tax relief to senior citizens. The proposed legislation would increase the exclusion to $1 Million in capital gains from the sale of a primary residence.

Michelle Mei, representing Congresswoman Clarke, advised that she introduced legislation that would address the housing crisis by targeting flaws in the Area Median Income (AMI) metric used by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to determine rent prices and income limits for affordable units. The current method for calculating AMI continues to exclude those that need it most.  

She further announced upcoming events. Flyers are available for those interested.

David Zubin, representing NYC Community Emergency Response Team, provided informational literature on emergency preparation for residents.  For those interested in learning more, they would be participating in upcoming tabling events. 

Brooke Lynn, representing Assemblyman Colton, announced upcoming events in the district. If anyone needs assistance, they should contact the office or email coltonw@nyassembly.gov

Ken Cen, representing Senator Seve Chan, announced an upcoming shredding event on Friday, July 10th from 9:00 to 12:00 PM, at 9100 Bay Parkway, as well as several upcoming events including scam awareness and electronics recycling. Flyers are available for those interested. 

Mirza Medunjanin, representing Pineapple Ride, advised that since they cannot operate the Open Street on Bay Parkway at the water’s edge due to DOT’s emergency repairs in the area, they are focusing their attention on Bensonhurst Park.  They are installing a Little Free Library, a garden, litter clean-up and more.  Those interested in participating should contact him.

Due to technological issues, there was no audio for the last three speakers: Nanci Roden, representing Councilman Carr and Police Officer Nogul, provided informational announcements. A resident spoke regarding the lack of bike lanes on Bay Ridge Parkway and needed fire hydrant enforcement.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Kathy Vero to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Daniel Zurek. Unanimously adopted.

Presentation

Steve Gonzalez, representing the School Construction Authority, provided a brief overview of the future building capacity addition for David Boody, I.S. 228, 228 Avenue S. The project is currently in the design process and is expected to be a 12-month project with an anticipated start date of Summer 2027.

He further advised that the new 451-seat middle school at the former St. Rosalia Church site is progressing and is expected to open September 2027.

Chairwoman’s Report

Laurie Windsor thanked Paul DiSpirito, for donating food for tonight’s meeting. She additionally thanked our community partners for donating their meeting space and appreciated their partnership.

Chairwoman Windsor advised that we customarily have an abbreviated agenda at the June meeting, so that new board members can meet their neighbors.  She reminded the board that we do not meet during July and August.  Over the summer we will send committee questionnaires and other information. It was requested that board members respond so that committee appointments align with members’ interests or areas of expertise.   

For planning purposes, we will also send the tentative meeting dates for the 2026-2027 term. 

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that the MTA would begin structural steel repairs, painting, and concrete repairs to the elevated structure along the F line. 
 
The project will include surface preparation, painting, and structural repairs to sections of the elevated structure, as well as clearing and removing all debris within project limits, and removing and repairing concrete column bases. The repairs and painting will proceed in phases work zones and staging areas being installed and removed as the work progresses. Air and noise monitoring equipment will be in place during surface preparation and painting operations. Staging and prep work began this week right outside of our district and will continue south along McDonald Avenue to Kings Highway, with a duration of approximately 3 weeks at each block. Dates are subject to change as work progresses. 

Work hours will be 7AM-5:00pm daily. Traffic on McDonald Ave will be allowed through at all times. There will be a temporary loss of parking on McDonald Ave to support the work site.

Yesterday, we were notified by Housing Preservation and Development that the New Utrecht Library and Affordable Housing RFP was released on June 10, 2026. Submissions are due on September 4, 2026, as well as the Community Visioning Report. The reports are available online at www.nyc.gov/newutrechtlibrary. 

Parks notified our office today that starting the week of June 22nd, reconstruction of Bath Beach Park’s Ballfield will begin. This $6.5 million project is limited to the ballfield area and some adjacent sidewalk repairs. The project includes new water sprayers and bottle fillers, fences, accessible entrances, and new trees.  The field area will be converted to synthetic turf that could accommodate multiple uses and sports. A public input meeting was held in May 2023.   

Committee Reports

Kathy Vero, Chairwoman of the Transportation committee reported the Committee met at the request of the Department of Transportation to discuss the Bay Parkway and Cropsey Avenue Bus Priority and Safety Improvement Project. The project boundaries are Cropsey Avenue from 26th Avenue to Bay Parkway, and Bay Parkway from Cropsey Avenue to 61st Street in our district.  
 
DOT originally came before the committee to introduce the project in June 2025, we were advised that the design would include a customized design block-by-block, which they did not have since they were still conducting traffic analysis.   
 
We were further advised that the project timeline included the gathering of feedback and a refined proposal, and then present the refined proposal and gather feedback, and then finalize the design and implement the project. 
 
It appears after hearing last night’s presentation that DOT is not following the timeline originally presented, and while we are advisory, they cannot push forward without meaningful review of the proposal and public input.   
 
Therefore, she put forward a motion that we call upon DOT to not move forward until we provide a recommendation and comments at our September meeting.  Second by Ross Brady. Unanimously adopted.
 
The committee was also presented with a school safety improvement project on New Utrecht Avenue and 17th Avenue, 78th Street to 81 Street. The proposal includes multiple changes in the area, and the committee will thoroughly review and make recommendations at the September meeting. 
 
A request was reviewed to reverse the traffic direction on West 11th Street between Avenue O and P due to traffic light chasing, heavy truck routing and noise pollution, and to utilize school traffic layout to deflect cut throughs. However, the committee recommends that DOT further study the surrounding area including School Safety and Curb Management/Smart Curbs studies that affect how vehicles queue and access commercial space.  

The final item was DOT’s Truck Route Network Redesign, required under Local Law 171, proposes a new truck route action plan that balances sometimes-competing interests: the need to move freight with the quality-of-life of our communities.   
 
DOT adopted a comprehensive approach for this redesign, commencing with a detailed analysis of current truck routes and traffic patterns. They are proposing the addition of a truck route along New Utrecht Avenue, which begins at 39th Street and extends to 86th Street. With the lack of meaningful truck enforcement on our streets, and the commercial and manufacturing use along New Utrecht Avenue, this proposal effectively legalizes the existing conditions.  While no plan is perfect, the proposal does not include Environmental Justice or federal disadvantaged communities and may reduce the impact along the truck route along Cropsey Avenue, which is a designated disadvantaged community. 
 
Ross Brady, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning committee, advised that the district office received a Dining Out Application for 1790 Stillwell Avenue, Unique 1 Lounge, however the building’s certificate of occupancy is for light manufacturing use, and not a lounge/bar.  

Therefore, he recommended that the application is denied until the legal use of space is resolved.
Second by Kathy Vero. Unanimously adopted.

New Business

 Tim Law announced the Department of Aging will present on healthcare and Medicare, at Chinese American Social Service,124 Avenue O, on June 16th at 11AM.

Sonia Valentin advised that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will meet on June 17th at 6PM, at the 62nd Precinct.  She further announced that National Night Out Against Crime will take place On August 4th in front of the precinct.

Anila Cobo advised that she works for the NYC Civic Engagement Commission (CEC) and reminded voters that there is a primary election next week. The CEC provides interpretation services at polling sites across the city. Anyone interested should speak to her following the meeting.

A motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to adjourn. Second by Sonia Valentin. Unanimously adopted.


