Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at
Homecrest Community Services, 6915 15th Avenue




Present: Ross Brady, Angelo Bruno, Simon Chik, Millie Choy, Angelo Cucuzza, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Ashley Lauren-Elrod, Leon Freue, Lining He, Yingzi Huang, Dr. Tim Law, Chi Por Li, Joseph Lomonaco, Mohammed Nobi, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, Sonia Valnetin, Katherine Vero, Robert Whittaker, Angel Wu, Yihe Zhao, Shu Bin Zhu

Absent: Wai Yee Chan, Anila Cobo, Victoria Curto, Glib Dolotov, Nicholas Eng, Alan Esses, Matteo Ferantelli, Mel Garofalo, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Emily Lam, Samil Levin, Ziming Li, Donald Liao, Shao Rong Luo, Ahmed Uzir, Raymond Wang, Lauire Windsor, Sau Ching Wong 

Guests: Danielle Shapiro and Jo Benfanti – Highlawn Library, Chi, Linda Yuan, Don Chen, Patricia Capuano, Tambe John – New Utrecht Public Library, Win-Sie Tow – Council Member Aviles, Nicole Martin, Hsudin Ma, Helen Klein, Xin  Juan Guan, Xiu Hua You, Hsiu Chuan Feng, Shaoqing Zhu, Roslyn Salas, Wilhelmina Beauchamp, Xiongwei Jin, Sandi Chen, Mindy May, Abdullah Ani – Muslim American Society, Yamin Lau, Sabrina Lee, Si Ying Tai, Peter Huong, Yu Zhen






















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at
Homecrest Community Services, 6915 15th Avenue




The meeting was opened with Assembly Member Colton having the honor of the pledge.

Moment of Silence

Ross Brady requested a moment of silence for Wai Yee Chan’s Mom, and Amira Aminova, an 11-year-old child who was killed by a school bus while crossing the street at Bath Avenue and 23rd Avenue.
 
Public Portion 

Captain Islam, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, introduced Captain Matthew Manley, the new Executive Officer. He advised that 	the 62nd Precinct Community Council will be holding their monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 6PM, at the 62nd Precinct.  All are welcome to attend.

Captain Manley introduced himself and looked forward to working with the community.

Dominick, a new resident of the community, spoke regarding the noise created by ambulances and horn honking at the intersection of Bay Parkway and Cropsey Avenue, as well as the contaminated soil in Bensonhurst Park. 

Danielle Shapiro, representing the Highlawn Library, advised that Brooklyn Public Library offers free tax preparation for individuals and households earning 97K or less with dependents or earning 68K or less without dependents qualify for free tax help. Those interested should visit www.bklylibrary.org/taxhelp for more information.

Abdullah, representing the Muslim American Society, advised that during the month of Ramadan they would be holding nightly prayer services.  He explained that during the holiday, Muslims fast from daybreak to sunset.  All were invited to the community Iftar on March 5th, at the Youth Center.

Don, a community resident, advised that a second appeal has been accepted by the Board of Standards and Appeals relating to 2501 86th Street.  The appeal relates to the Department of Buildings waiving requirements of the storm water management plan, asbestos inspections and other requirements.

Mr. Ma, a community resident, spoke regarding the BSA Appeals filed regarding 2501 86th Street.  He stated that an appeal was filed due to lack of compliance with the law and rules in place and that everyone must comply with the laws.

Mila Seabrook, representing Brooklyn.org, advised that they are a foundation that aims to provide funding to Brooklyn nonprofits as long as they're operating in the racial justice space.  Information and literature are available for those interested.

Win Sie Tow, representing Council Member Aviles, wished all those celebrating a happy lunar new year. She provided legislative updates, free tax prep, and community events. Flyers are available for those interested.

Tal Litwin, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s office, announced that they will be hosting a webinar on February 19th, on the 2025 Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn.  He further announced upcoming events and initiatives.  Flyers are available for those interested.

Yamin, representing State Senator Chan, provided updates and information on the State budget hearing with the mayor, as well as upcoming events and programs.

Sandy, representing Assemblyman Chang, spoke regarding the reports that crime numbers are down and yet many subway riders believe that assaults and harassment are being underreported. 

1st Vice Chairman Ross Brady inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Katherine Vero to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Angelo Cucuzza. Unanimously adopted.

Elected Officials

Council Member Zhuang spoke regarding upcoming events and resources that her office is hosting.  She advised that she attended the vigil in honor of Amira Aminova, an 11-year-old child who was killed by a school bus while crossing Bath Avenue and 23rd Avenue. She stated her frustration with the Department of Transportation denying street safety improvements since they do not meet the federal thresholds. 	

The Councilwoman advised that she introduced legislation that calls upon the New York City Department of Early Child Education to do a study to determine why certain neighborhoods do not have talented programs.	She stated that every child should have access to these programs.	

Assembly Member Colton advised that he attended the memorial for Amira Aminova. He stated that he has called upon the Department of Transportation to conduct a study of the entirety of Bath Avenue to prevent further tragedies.  He further advised that he and Council Member Zhuang will be honoring distinguished women on March 22nd.  The community can submit nominations to their offices.
Minutes

A motion was made by Andrew Sgaglione to accept the minutes of the January 8, 2026, meeting. Second by Katherine Vero. Unanimously adopted.

1st Vice Chairman’s Report

Ross Brady, advised that a land use application has been filed for 2601 86th Street, that is seeking a zoning text and map amendment to change the zoning from a C8-2 and R5B zoning district to a C4-4 and R6A district, in the area bounded by the  area bounded by 86th Street, Stillwell Avenue, Avenue U, and Bay 41st Street.  If approved this would facilitate the development of a 12-story mixed-use building with approximately 165 dwelling units, including up to 50 permanently affordable MIH units, 3,735 square feet of community facility use, and 9,734 square feet of ground floor commercial space. This is where Petco is located.

This application is in its early stages, and the board will formally review when the Department of City Planning refers the application to the board.

Mr. Brady reminded board members that the reappointment application period has closed and members continue to serve until notified by the Borough President.  


Planning and Zoning Committee Report

Ross Brady, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Committee, advised that the committee met on January 22nd regarding 	BSA Calendar No. 2025-55-A, 2501 86 Street, Block 6860 Lot 1.	

The applicant filed an appeal challenging a Department of Buildings determination approving a Use Group 5 “public-purpose transient hotel” classification under ZR § 32-153(b)(1), despite the absence of a valid City contract required by that zoning provision. DHS correspondence expressly disclaims any funding or contractual commitment, and a DOB FOIL response confirmed that no responsive City contract exists.

In June 2021, CB 11 unanimously rejected the Citywide Hotel Text Amendment which required a City Planning Commission special permit for new hotels and enlargements in all commercial districts except for a transient hotel operated exclusively for the public purpose of temporary housing assistance by the City or State of New York, or operated by a non-governmental entity pursuant to an active contract or other written agreement with an agency of the City or State specifying such public purpose.

The board felt that the City was enshrining a loophole to ensure that there was no community input on publicly funded transient developments.  For that reason, we felt that we should make a unified statement that as much as we support community input, we could not support this text amendment in its current form. 

The committee put forth a recommendation to the full board that if approvals are issued to develop transient accommodations without an active contract, then they should be subject to a CPC Special Permit and public review.

Ross Brady advised that he would be recusing himself from voting on this matter since he is employed by the Department of Buildings.

A motion was made by Claudio Demeo to approve the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Committee as presented. Second by Joseph Lomonaco. Unanimously adopted.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia on behalf of the board expressed her deepest condolences to the family of Amira Amonova.  She stated that the board is committed to working with city agencies and our community partners to make sure a tragedy like this never happens again.  She further stated that there also needs to be an enforcement component to change driver behavior and that we all have a responsibility to keep one another safe.

Marnee Elias-Pavia addressed the concerns raised at the public portion of the meeting regarding Bensonhurst Park. She advised that she had previously reported that last summer the Parks Department provided notification that while doing testing for an upcoming capital project at the park, they found some contamination in that round area which they fenced off and put mulch out of an abundance of caution. They will remediate as they move forward with the capital project that's scheduled to begin in the spring of 2026.

The District Manager advised that a request for a letter of no objection was requested  to work on Sundays in order to construct a new building at 257 Kings Highway.  This property is located on the triangular lot of Kings Highway and West 8th Street, and the surrounding area consists of residential and commercial property. The Department of Buildings requires a letter of support from the affected Community Board before issuing an After Hours Variance.  	

A motion was made by Katherine Vero to not issue a letter of no objection. Second by Joseph Lomonaco. Unanimously adopted.

In the absence of Wai Yee Chan, the District Manager reported that the Health, Social Services, and Seniors Committee met with Maimonides Medical Center for an informational briefing on their partnership with NYC Health and Hospitals Corporation and their financial health.  Maimonides is a safety net hospital, and in 2024, 85% of inpatients were covered by Medicaid or Medicare. Nationally hospitals receive lower payments than privately insured. 

While they receive significant state funding support their fiscal challenges are growing. They advised that joining HHC presents an unique opportunity, which would provide up to $2.2 billion over five years via a NY State Safety Net Transformation grant. This grant would support State of the Art Electronic Medical Record System and other capital and operational projects.

They are currently finalizing the transaction with HHC and State regulators and they expect it to be completed in April 2026.  They will provide updates to the board.

She further advised that the Department of Transportation provided a newsletter update on the 17th Avenue bridge.  The project phase has now progressed into the superstructure phase, which includes the fabrication of precast concrete slabs and structural steel members.  

This work is being done offsite, which reduces onsite construction. The project completion date is Fall 2026. The printed newsletters are available for those interested.

In the coming weeks, a new shared-use locker will be installed as part of the LockerNYC program.  A package locker will be located at 1996 W 6th Street at D&Y Grocery Inc.  and will be available for the public to use free of charge, 24/7.  GoLocker will operate and maintain this locker throughout the pilot program, and the LockerNYC program will be available across multiple delivery carriers.

New Business

Sonia Valentin advised that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will be holding a Love Fest on Valintine’s Day at the 62nd Precinct.

Dr. Tim Law announced that the Lunar New Year Parade will be held on Sunday, February 22nd, on 18th Avenue and 65th Street. All are welcome to participate. 

A motion was made by Angelo Bruno to adjourn. Second by Robert Whittaker. Unanimously adopted.
			
