Attendane of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, January 8, 2026, at
 Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue




Present: Angelo Bruno, Wai Yee Chan, Simon Chik, Millie Choy, Anila Cobo, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Claudio DeMeo, Nicholas Eng, Leon Freue, Mel Garofalo, Yingzi Huang, Roy Jung, Dr. Tim Law, Samil Levin, Chi Por Li, Ziming Li, Donald Liao, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, Sonia Valentin, Katherine Vero, Laurie Windsor, Angel Wu, Yihe Zhao, Shu Bin Zhu, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Ross Brady, Chung Dick, Glib Dolotov, Ashley-Lauren Elrod, Alan Esses, Matteo Ferantelli, Jeffrey Harris, Lining He, Emily Lam, Donald Liao, Joseph Lomonaco, Shao Rong, Luo, Mohammed Nobi, Nancy Sottile, Ahmed Uzir, Raymond Wang, Robert Whittaker

Guests: Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, Patricia Capuano, Jo Benfanti, Marco Errico – Rep. Malliotakis, Xiangwei Jin, Mirza Medunjanin, Johanna Miller, Amar Mohamed, Francesca DeGuida

























Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Thursday, January 8, 2026, at
 Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue



The meeting was opened with Colonel Melissa Cantwell, Garrison Commander Fort Hamilton, having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion 

Captain Islam, Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, announced that the precinct received approval for an Argus camera.  These cameras are 	instrumental in combating vehicular crimes and in need of 	additional Argus cameras for the high traffic corridors.  

Colonel Melissa Cantwell, Garrison Commander Fort Hamilton, provided an overview of upcoming events and activities that are available to the public.  Informational literature is available to those interested.

Marco, Errico, representing Rep. Malliotakis, wished all a happy New Year and advised that if anyone needs assistance with any federal agencies such as immigration and the Internal Revenue Service to please contact him.

Mirza Medunjanin, representing Pineapple Ride, spoke regarding the 2025 Open Street that their group sponsored on Bay Parkway at the water’s edge.  He advised that they are seeking letters of support primarily from stakeholders, elected officials or other business owners within the area for the 2026 Plaza Program. If the Plaza is designated, it would enable them to apply for various grants including rat mitigation and environmental programming.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, advised that he Center for Brooklyn History, which is Brooklyn Public Library's nationally recognized research library and public history institution, will be presenting a special program where several community boards will be on stage to discuss the vital role community boards play in our city's democracy, on January 21st. She further announced upcoming events and programming at the library.  Those interested in learning more should visit www.bklynlibrary.org 

Joyce Xie, representing Council Member Zhuang, announced that discretionary funding applications for non-profits are available, as well as Community Board applications.  She further announced upcoming events. Anyone interested should contact the district office.

Tal Litwin, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s Office, announced that the Community Board application period is open until February 6, 2026.  Those 16 years old or older and live, work, or have a significant interest in the community, can serve on their Community Board and are encouraged to apply. Further initiatives and programs include the 2026 Divine Dwellings Cohort, a fast track program featuring free technical assistance, the partnership with Brooklyn College to advance the perinatal mental health online graduate courses, and upcoming Community Board application workshops. Flyers are available for those interested in learning more.

Johanna, representing New York Connects, a program through the New York City Department for the Aging, that provides free, unbiased information and assistance to older adults, their caregivers, and people with disabilities in the Brooklyn area. It is mainly a telephonic service and can help with resource connections like case management, referrals and accessing long term services and supports. Flyers are available for those interested.

Assembly Member Lester Chang announced that there would be a Lunar New Year Parade, planning is in the process and details will be released soon.  He further advised that he has co-sponsored legislation that would expand the veterans tuition awards program to allow the transfer of unused benefits to a spouse, survivor or child. He further explained the process and those interested in applying should contact his office.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Kathy Vero to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Andrew Sgaglione. Unanimously adopted.

Roll Call 

Chairwoman Windsor conducted the roll call and announced that we were in the presence of a quorum.

Presentation

Ali Boivab, representing the Department of Consumer and Workers Protections (DCWP) advised that as we enter tax season, the agency offers a robust flagship program that helps New Yorkers file their taxes free of charge.  Families earning $97,000 or less, and individuals earning $68,000 or less can file their taxes in-person with an IRS-certified VITA/TCE volunteer preparer, or online.   Additionally, business owners with less than $250,000 in expenses can access free tax services.  Information on how to participate is available.

Minutes

A motion was made by Angelo Cucuzza to adopt the minutes of the November 14, 2025, meeting. Second by Victoria Curto. Unanimously adopted.

Chairwoman’s Report

Laurie Windsor reminded board members who are up for reappointment to submit their applications.  			 
 
The Chairwoman advised members who were either appointed or reappointed in 2019, if reappointed, will be serving in their final term with an expiration of 2027 due to term limits.  The 2018 City Charter amendment limits community board members to four consecutive two-year terms except for those appointed in 2020, they can serve 5 terms. 
 
The chairwoman shared bittersweet news about Daniel Zurek, who was appointed to the board in 2020, who is relocating and will be leaving the board.  She thanked Daniel for his years of service to the community. 
 
She further advised that Maimonides Medical Center will provide a presentation on January 20th, to update the Health, Social Services and Seniors committee on their ongoing conversations with NYC Health + Hospitals regarding a possible partnership.  The meeting will be held at Homecrest Community Center, 6915 15th Avenue, at 7PM.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
 District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that as part of the Alcoholic and Beverage Control Law, applicants are required to provide 30-day notice to the Community Board with their intent to file or renew their license with the NYS Liquor Authority.    
  
We received notification from Nunu Bar and Grill, 38 Avenue O, that they are seeking to renew their on-premises wine and beer license.  However, they are operating with a denied letter of no objection from the Department of Buildings for an eating and drinking establishment.   
  
It was also brought to my attention that there have been numerous noise complaints and other quality of life issues.  While the SLA was notified regarding the issue with the Department of Buildings; once they resolve their building use issues, the board should consider formally placing stipulations on their method of operation.  
 
The Office of Cannabis Management also requires applicants to provide 30-day notice to the community board of the intent to file an application.   
 
The district office received notifications of two new adult-use retail dispensary applications: Bud Bodega, Inc. 7723 20th Avenue, which is a residential home and not a commercial property that can legally be used as a dispensary. The second is Cannabis Kingdom, 8415 18th Avenue, which is located on the corner of New Utrecht Avenue and 18th Avenue, near Little Sunshine Preschool.  

The executive board adopted policies and procedures in October of 2023, which was adopted by the full board, which would automatically deny an application if the location was too close to a community facility or facility primarily frequented by children.

A motion was made by Angelo Cucuzza to direct the District Manager to contact the appropriate agencies of the Community Board’s opposition to these locations. Second by Kathy Vero. Unanimously adopted.

The District Manager further advised that yesterday she met with residents who filed an appeal with the Board of Standards and Appeals of the Department of Buildings’ decision on the zoning challenges filed regarding 2501 86th Street.  The appeal relates to the Department of Buildings approval of the building application with the exemption of the City Planning Commission special permit for a transient hotel based upon a letter from the Department of Homeless Services and not an active contract or written agreement.

The Board of Standards and Appeals accepted the appeal application and will be calendared. The Planning and Zoning Committee will be meeting with the applicant on Thursday, January 22, 2026, at Health Essentials, 2336 86th Street.

New Business

Angelo Bruno inquired if there were any updates from the Department of Transportation on 17th Avenue Bridge. 

Chairperson Windsor advised that the last update received stated that the work would be completed within a year, Fall 2026.

Dr. Tim Law announced That the Lunar New Year Parade will take place on February 22, 2026, at 10AM.  The parade will kick off on 18th Avenue and 65th Street, and all are welcome to participate.

Sonia Valentin announced that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will meet on January 21st, at 6PM, at the 62nd Precinct.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if there was any other new business. Hearing none, a motion was made by Yihe Zhao to adjourn. Second by Kathy Vero. Unanimously adopted.




