Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, November 13, 2025, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue



Present: Ross Brady, Angelo Bruno, Wai Yee Chan, Simon Chik, Millie Choy, Anila Cobo, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Ashley Lauren-Elrod, Yingzi Huang, Samil Levin, Chi Por Li, Ziming Li, Joseph Lomonaco, Mohammed Nobi, Andrew Sgalione, Barbara Shamah, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Laurie Windsor, Sau Ching Wong, Angel Wu, Jin Quan Zhen, Shu Bin Zhu, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Glib Dolotov, Nicholas Eng, Alan Esses, Matteo Ferantelli, Leon Freue, Mel Garafalo, Jeffrey Harris, Lining He, Roy Jung, Emily Lam, Dr. Tim Law, Charles Lee, Donald Lioa, Nancy Sottile, Sarantos Soumakis, Ahmed Uzir, Katherine Vero, Raymond Wang, Yihe Zhao

Guests: Mirza Medunjanin – Pineapple Ride, Daniel Bloch – CUNY Journalism, Randy Peers – Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, Ari Kagan – Senator Chan, Venus Scantlebury – Civilians Complaint Review Board, Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, Xiongwei Jin, David Zubin, Jonathan Castro – CERT, Win Sie Tow – Council Member Aviles, Marco Enrico – Rep. Malliotakis, Joanne Gnoza, Shreya Wankhade – Council Member Zhuang, Moises Mejia, Kenneth Chiu – Assembly Member Chang, Thomas Hoefel – NIA























Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, November 13, 2025, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue


The meeting was opened with Captain Islam, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, having the honor of the pledge.

Moment of Silence

Chairwoman Laurie Windsor requested a moment of silence for Firefighter Patrick Brady, who died in the line of duty on November 8, 2025, while battling a fire in Brooklyn.

 
Presentations

Rand Peers, the President and Chief Executive Officer, of the Brookly Chamber of Commerce, provided an overview of the services it provides their members through promotion, support, and advocacy to maintain a healthy and robust business environment in Brooklyn. 

The Chamber additionally has two other corporations, the Brooklyn Alliance, which is the not-for profit, economic development arm, and the Brooklyn Alliance Capital, the financing arm that is committed to lending 65% of its capital to minority and immigrant owned businesses.

Mr. Peers stated that they primarily focus on promotion, support, advocacy and convening.  He provided detailed programming and the work that they do to support small businesses, increase their customer base and deliver more services.

He further spoke regarding the partnership with local elected officials and community-based organizations and stated that they are here to support Brooklyn communities, the neighborhoods, and especially the businesses within those neighborhoods.

Elba Melendez, representing New York City Emergency Management Community Emergency Response Team 10 and 11. Their mission is to help residents before, during, and after emergencies. The focus on their presentation was on winter weather preparedness and personal emergency preparedness. 

An overview was provided on risk groups, and what residents should do before, during and after winter weather emergencies. (presentation attached).




Public Portion

Captain Islam, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, provided community updates and wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Assembly Member Chang spoke regarding his advocacy on behalf of small businesses and immigrants and will be travelling to Washington.  He further advised that his office is hosting a flu shot clinic and residents should call his office to reserve a spot.

Marco Enrico, representing Rep. Malliotakis, advised that the Congresswoman was proud to have voted to fully reopening the government last night, something which has affected millions of families throughout the United States and many of those being within our district. Many benefits are now restored, such as SNAP, WIC, and veterans’ benefits, and are funded for a full year. He advised that he is available to assist with federal issues.

Ari Kagan, representing State Senator Chan, advised that today he hosted a conference regarding the FDA recall of all frozen shrimp imported from Indonesia.  Unfortunately, illegal vendors are selling these products on the street.  He urged residents not to buy these items from illegal vendors. He further advised that the office is available to assist residents with any state issues.

Win-Sie Tow, representing Council Member Aviles, announced an upcoming hearing on legislation that will provide greater protections for immigrant communities, which will be held on December 8, 2025. She further announced that on November 18th, from 5:30-7:30PM, there will be a community visioning workshop at New Utrecht Public Library, on the redevelopment of New Utrecht Library with a new-state-of -the art library and 100% affordable housing. She further announced upcoming events, flyers are available.

Tal Litwin, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s office, announced that Community Board applications are now live on their website.  Interested applicants can visit www.brooklynbp.nyc.gov 

Joanne Gnoza, a community resident, spoke regarding the proposal to build affordable housing at The New Utrecht public library and the adjacent municipal parking lot. She voiced concerns regarding the increase in population, the current proposals on 86th Street, and felt that the neighborhood is being targeted.

Nanci Roden, representing Councilman Carr, advised that the satellite office will be opening soon at Knights of Columbus, on 86th Street and 14th Avenue.  A schedule will be announced shortly.  Residents needing assistance should contact their office.

Shreya Wankhade, representing Councilmember Zhuang, announced that they would be distributing Thanksgiving boxes for older adults, and the office is distributing leaf bags.  Anyone in need should contact their office. 

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, urged residents to attend the library’s community visioning event on November 18, at 5:30 PM, 1743 86th Street. She further announced upcoming events and programming, which can be found at www.bklynlibrary.org 

Venus Scantlebury, representing the Civilian Complaint Review Board, advised that they are a NYC agency that independently investigates and mediates Police Department misconduct.   She announced that their Youth Advisory Council applications are now live.  This is a working committee made up of young leaders between the ages of 10 to 18 that want to be more civically engaged and find and find community solutions to police and community members specifically with youth. Informational brochures are available.

David Zubin, representing CERT 10 and 11, advised that they partner with community organizations and distribute important information on community preparedness.  Anyone interested in learning more should speak with him.

Mirza Medunjanin, representing Pineapple Ride, who operates the Open Street at the end of Bay Parkway, advised that they held their 11th and final event of the year. He advised that they plan on applying for the 2026 Plaza program.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Joseph Lomonaco to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Samil Levin. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Victoria Curto to adopt the minutes of the November 8, 2025, meeting. Second by Chung Dick. Unanimously adopted.

Chairwoman’s Report

Laurie Windsor advised that last Wednesday, a bias incident occurred at Magen David Yeshiva, where swastikas were painted on the front of the building.  She stated that we are proud of the diversity of this community and will not tolerate or normalize any hate or acts of violence based upon race, ethnicity or religion. We will stand together as one community.  Chairperson Windsor thanked the NYPD who are actively investigating.

She further advised board members whose term is expiring that they must reapply to be considered for appointment.  Members with expiring terms should have received notification from Brooklyn Borough Hall informing them of their status.  Applications must be submitted by the deadline of February 6, 2026.  

Chairwoman Windsor reported that we have received a meeting request to introduce the board to a proposed land use application for 7502 New Utrecht Avenue. The applicant seeks a zoning map and text amendment to rezone an area from R5/C2-2 to C4-4D.  The prosed actions would facilitate development of a new 11-story building to include 51 dwelling units and would provide at least 13 affordable units. 

The Planning and Zoning Committee will meet on November 19th, at Homecrest Community Services, 6915 15th Avenue, at 7PM.  The public is invited to attend.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that she met with our Department of Sanitation District Superintendent and our Parks Manager to discuss the plans for this winter’s snow removal.  Both agencies have enough equipment and resources to address snow removal in the district. She advised that as move into November, we enter Night Plow season, where the Department of Sanitation increases staffing on night shifts to ensure sufficient manpower to address weather related issues.  During this time personnel are scheduled for regular cleaning and collection, she strongly suggests that residents place their material out for collection before midnight. 

She further advised that on October 30th, we had strong storms move into the area and tragically two lives were lost due to flooding in the city.  There were areas in our district that flooded, the catch basins couldn’t handle the amount of rain that came down in such a short amount of time, and with the heavy winds we had a tremendous amount of leaf fall that covered the basins, which contributed to street flooding. 
 
Additionally, there were strong waves along the promenade with wash over including Bay Parkway.  Sections of the sidewalk along the bulkhead collapsed and DOT out of an abundance of caution will be closing the end of Bay Parkway while they determine the extent of the undermining. 

The Department of Sanitation has provided free Leaf bags for residents. They will collect all leaf and yard waste curbside on your composting day.  We have some bags tonight, and they are available in the district office.  Residents can also place leaves and yard waste in composting bins or in a clear plastic bag. 

The Department of Transportation will be installing two new shared use lockers within Community Board 11 as part of LockerNYC, a pilot program that aims to cut down on package thefts and reduce delivery truck trips. The location of the new locker is planned for Auto Forward Motors at 2021 Cropsey Avenue. The lockers will be available for the public to use free of charge, 24/7, with participating carrier companies. GoLocker is the vendor that will be operating and maintaining these locker locations throughout the pilot program. 
 
In closing, the District Manager advised that she had the opportunity to join Council Member Zhuang as she recognized the workers of ACE Programs for the Homeless, who provide supplemental cleaning on the commercial corridors. She also announced that she secured $250,000 to support ACE’s continued operations in the district.   She thanked the Councilwoman for her continues support in helping to keep our neighborhood clean.

Planning and Zoning Committee

Ross Brady, Co-Chairperson of the Planning and Zoning Committee advised that the committee met on October 21, 2025, to hear the findings of the shadow study for 1616 McDonald Avenue. The applicant is seeking a special permit for the enlargement of the existing building. Community Board 11 held a public hearing on June 12, 2025, and voted to table until the applicant presented a shadow study. 
 
The study found that on December 21st, between the hours of 9:30 AM and 11:10 AM, there would be a shadow between one hour and 40 minutes. The worst-case scenario, on the longest day of the year, June 21st, there would be a shadow for 3 hours and 20 minutes between 8:15 AM and 11:35 AM.	 
 
The applicant further advised that they have would provide at least a 10-foot rear yard instead of the originally planned 5-foot, which would provide a buffer and allow residents not to feel enclosed. 
 
The residents who voiced concerns at the public hearing were in attendance and were agreeable to the compromise. Therefore, the committee recommended approval of the special permit with the provisos that there is at least a 10-foot setback, there will be no mechanical or attenuated windows in the rear yard, and there will be soundproofing. 
 
A motion was made by Joseph Lomonaco to approve the application with the provisos as presented. Second by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.

Mr. Brady further advised that the committee also heard a presentation on a proposed zoning map amendment that would rezone 1600 63rd Street (Block 5538, Lot 7) as well as Block 5538 Lots 32, 36, 40, and 132, and portions of Lot 4 and 65 from M1-1 to M1-4A.  
 
The applicant is seeking to expand the existing three-story mixed commercial office, light industrial, and community facility building to contain 4 additional stories, which would provide the new space needed for existing services.  
 
Current tenants include professional service offices, office space for a pharmaceutical company HASC, a commercial adult day care service, an electronic part distributor, and a medical/educational use related to children with special needs. 
 
This was just an initial presentation and there are no formal land use applications before the board. 

 A motion was made by Angelo Cucuzza to adjourn. Second by Robert Whittaker. Unanimously adopted.


