Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, October 9, 2025, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue



Present: Ross Brady, Angelo Bruno, Millie Choy, Anila Cobo, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Glib Dolotov, Nichlas Eng, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Mel Garafalo, Jeffrey Harris, Lining He, Yingzi Huang, Roy Jung, Emily Lam, Charles Lee, Samil Levin, Ziming Li, Joseph Lomonaco, Mohammed Nobi, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, Ahmed Uzir, Sonia Valentin, Katherine Vero, Robert Whittaker, Laurie Windsor, Sau Ching Wong, Angel Wu, Yihe Zhao, Jin Quan Zhen, Shu Bin Zhu

Absent: Wai Yee Chan, Ashley-Lauren Elrod, Matteo Ferrantelli, Chi Por Li, Donald Liao, Nancy Sottile, Raymond Wang, Daniel Zurek

[bookmark: _Hlk212550206]Guests: Mirza Medunjanin – Pineapple Ride, Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, Patricia Capuano, Helen Klein – Assemblymember Colton, Yelena Isakova – Jewish Community House Bensonhurst, Jo Benfanit, Marco Enrico – Rep. Malliotakis, Win-Sie Tow – Councilmember Aviles, Joyce Xie – Councilmember Zhuang, Moutaz Khalifah, Tal Litwin – Brooklyn Borough President’s Office, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, Danny Bloch, Nerissa Ng – Rep. Clarke, Assemblymember William Colton, Captain Islam – 62nd Precinct,  Nanci Roden -  Councilman Carr






















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, October 9, 2025, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue
			


Captain Mohammed Islam, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, had the honor of the pledge.

Public Hearing 

1. Draft of Community Board 11’ Capital and Expense Budget recommendations for fiscal year 2027.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Claudio Demeo to close the public hearing. Second by Glib Dolotov. Unanimously adopted.

Public Portion 

Assemblyman William Colton announced that in partnership with Councilmember Susan Zhuang they are organizing a children’s book drive. Books will be distributed at various locations within the district. He further spoke about train riders being harassed at Avenue O station, the police were called, and the harassers were arrested; a letter sent to the Chancellor regarding afterschool programs that were approved by the Department of Youth and Community Development but were unfunded; and concerns regarding discussions about phasing out gifted and talented programs and has introduced legislation, as did Councilmember Zhuang,  that would require every school district to have gifted programs in all schools.

Vito LaBella, representing Senator Stephen Chan, thanked Assemblyman Colton and Councilmember Zhuang for supporting gifted and talented programs, and advised that the Senator has also introduced a bill in the Senate, and there would be a press conference tomorrow on the importance of these programs. He further announced upcoming events.

Marco Enrico, representing Congresswoman Malliotakis, advised residents that the district office is available to assist with any federal matters. They are located at 7716 Third Avenue and can be contacted at 718-306-1620. 

Chung Dick, a member of Community Board 11, advised that he was a past Lt. Governor of a charity organization, Kiwanis International, and they are planning to form a new club in Bensonhurst. There will be an informational meeting on October 16th. Flyers are available for those interested.

Joyce Xie, representing Councilmember Susan Zhuang, advised that they supported many of the board’s recommendations in the fiscal year 2026 budget cycle and will continue in the next fiscal year.  She further announced upcoming events for Halloween, free legal services, and the International Tea event on 86th Street. 

Win-Sie Tow, representing Councilmember Aviles, advised that early voting begins on October 25th through November 25th and reminded residents to flip their ballots and encouraged everyone to learn about the impacts of the ballot proposals. She further announced the street co-naming ceremony honoring Rosa Casella on October 11, 2025, at noon, on the corner of 11th Avenue and 71 Street.

Tal Litwin, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s Office, advised that last month they released the Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn that guides growth. Those interested can access the report via www.brooklynbp.nyc.gov He further announced upcoming events.

Mirza Medunjanin, representing Pineapple Ride, who hosted the open street, Pineapple Plaza, at the Bay Parkway dead-end, spoke regarding this past season’s programming.  He advised that on October 17th, they will join the Parks Department to conduct a tree census in Bensonhurst Park.  All are invited to participate. He further announced that the final Pineapple Plaza event will take place on November 8th.

Nerissa Ng, representing Congresswoman Clarke, announced upcoming events and programs.

Nanci Roden, representing Councilman Carr, spoke regarding the National Grid construction issues on 86th Street that the Councilman has addressed. She advised that their office is available to assist residents, and she will be available following the meeting.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, announced upcoming events and programs. She further advised that there are questionnaires and surveys available for residents to provide input on the New Utrecht Library Living Libraries initiative that focuses on building new libraries and housing together. On November 18th, from 5:30 to 7:30, there will be a Community Visioning workshop at the library. 

Paul Laguerre, representing the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, announced upcoming Diwali and Hispanic Heritage month celebrations and events.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Joseph Lomonaco. Unanimously adopted.

Roll Call

Roll Call was taken and Chairwoman Windsor announced that we have excellent attendance and thanked the board members for their commitment to serving.
Presentation on Upcoming Ballot Proposals

Frank Julca, New York City Council staff, spoke regarding Mayor Adams’s Charter Review Commission’s ballot proposals, specifically proposals 2 through 4, which relate to land use and housing.  He stated that the language is misleading and explained the process and timeline of Uniform Land Use Review Procedure.

Mr. Julca reviewed proposal 2 and stated it transfers the voting power from your council member to the City Planning Commission for housing development projects in certain community districts that haven’t produced enough housing. He advised that our community district is being targeted. He further questioned the affordability component and what is truly affordable.

He reviewed proposal 3, which transfers voting power entirely to the City Planning Commission that is under mayoral control. This would end one- and two-family zoning and housing development in medium to high density districts would increase by 30%. Basically, one- and two-family homes would double in size. 

Proposal 4 establishes an appeals board that could overturn decisions made by local elected officials. The panel would not have representation from the local community and removes community input.

Mr. Julca advised that the City Council approves about 93% of land use applications and since January 2022, approved 130,000 units of affordable housing with a focus on affordability. Voters can learn more at whatsonmyballot.nyc 

Victoria Curto inquired why the wording was permitted to be used if it is not clear. She stated that many people have different reading abilities, and the wording on the ballot questions seems confusing.

Mr. Julca responded that this is the reason they are conducting outreach and education in the community. They're counting on people just looking at the positive language and voting yes, but we need to inform our communities, and we need to educate them.

Minutes

A motion was made by Ross Brady to adopt the minutes of the September 10, 2025, meeting. Second by Sonia Valentin. Unanimously adopted.

Disposition of Public Hearing

Chairwoman Windsor advised that the Executive Committee met on September 25, 2025, to review the draft fiscal year 2027 capital and expense budget recommendations. The committee accepted as presented.

A motion was made by Kathy Vero to accept the fiscal year 2027 capital and expense budget recommendations as presented. Second by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.

Chairwoman’s Report

Laurie Windsor advised that the Executive Committee reviewed the request for a letter of support for Crescent Health to operate a volunteer ambulance service. 
 
The committee was joined by principals of Crescent Health who work and live in the community. Their goal is to give back to the community and fill the gap of ambulance services. They would be operating in the areas previously served by Bensonhurst Volunteer Ambulance Service.  
 
The Executive Committee recommended that the Board issue a letter of support. 

Angelo Bruno stated that we should support their request to fill the gaps in ambulance service. He made a motion to issue a letter of support for Crescent Health to operate a volunteer ambulance service. Second by Dick Chung. Unanimously adopted.

Chairperson Windsor reported that we held a public hearing at last June’s meeting on a special permit application for 1616 McDonald Avenue. The board voted to table the recommendation until the applicant presents the finding of a shadow study. They will present the findings to the Planning and Zoning Committee on October 21st at 7PM at Health Essentials Assn, 2336 86th Street, however, the Board of Standards and Appeals scheduled the public hearing for the same day.  Marnee Elias-Pavia wrote to the Board of Standards and Appeals to request that they continue the hearing until we make a recommendation at the November meeting.

She further advised Pineapple Ride, represented by Mirza Medunjanin, is requesting a letter of support for their application to participate in the 2026 Summer Open Streets program, at 9100 Bay Parkway.  While we heard from Mirza tonight about upcoming events, over the summer the programming included clean-ups, CPR Training and other educational events, as well as bike events.

A motion was made by Victoria Curto to issue a letter of support for the 2026 Summer Open Streets Program. Second by Angelo Bruno. Unanimsoulsy adopted.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that the Department of Transportation has notified the board that they approved a traffic signal at the intersection of Dahill Road and Avenue O, a T-intersection.  The first step in a complex construction process involves surveying, design, permitting and construction. They will begin by conducting a field survey to assess the site and develop a design based upon state and federal guidelines. Designs outline the precise placement of all components of the signal system. Once the design is finalized, City contractors secure a permit to initiate construction, which requires coordination of utility companies. The installation timeline varies but typically takes 6 months. 

The agency further advised that they will be installing two new shared use lockers within the district as part of LockerNYC, a pilot program that aims to cut down on package thefts. The lockers will be available to the public to use free of charge, 24/7, with participating carrier companies.  They will be in front of 1769 Bath Avenue and 7901 18th Avenue.

The District Manager advised that the Department of Design and Construction began preliminary contract drawings for Green Infrastructure in Owls Head-15 Gravesend Bay Combined Sewer Outfall Tributary Area Phase IV. The project scope includes the design of permeable pavement via the use of Green Infrastructure assets called Precast Porous Concrete Panels.  These panels will be along the curb in the approximate area of 65th Street to 83rd Street from 14th Avenue to Bay Parkway, and 17th Avenue to 21 Avenue from Cropsey Avenue to 83rd Street. The project will start construction in fiscal year 2028. 

She further reported that the Department of Parks advised that while testing soil in Bensonhurst Park, in preparation for an upcoming capital improvement, it was noticed that there are some elevated levels of metals in the surface soils in portions of the oval.  In an abundance of caution, they have fenced off the areas and covered them with wood chips in accordance with discussions and procedures acceptable to the Department of Health. Complete remediation of the soil will be done as part of the capital project which is anticipated to start in Spring of 2026. 
 
Additionally, both the men and women’s bathrooms are closed. The men’s room was vandalized. New porcelain urinals were ordered. There is a hole in the ceiling of the women’s restroom and repairs are pending. 

Planning and Zoning Committee

Ross Brady, Co Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Committee reported that the committee met on September 16th, to hear a presentation by Eric Palatnik on a proposed zoning map amendment to rezone from M1-1 to R7/C2-4 to facilitate the development of a new 13-story mixed-use development at 2525 65th Street.  			 
The proposed development will have 172 residential units with 43-52 permanently affordable, community facility and commercial space. It will contain a mixture of studio or one bedroom, 2- and 3-bedroom units, and 166 parking spaces.  
 
The buildings were designed to activate upon the existing intersection. At proposed heights of 6-Stories / 65', 8-Stories / 85', and 13-Stories / 135', the Proposed Development will attempt to create a more enclosed area with a consistent street wall. 	

Additionally, there will be a transit easement to provide ADA compliant elevator access to the elevated train, a plaza at the corner of Dahill Road and McDonald Avenue. 
 
Currently there is no formal land use application before the board. Once the Department of City Planning certifies the application it will be referred to the Community Board, and we will begin the process detailed in Uniform Land Use Review Procedure.
	
New Business

Dr. Tim Law announced that the Chinese American Social Service Center, along with Assmeblymmber Colton and Councilmember Zhuang will be hosting a street fair on October 26th from 11AM to 3PM on 86th Street and 25th Avenue. 

Larry He added that there would be tea tastings from 20 different countries and invited all to participate.

Sonia Valentin announced that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will meet on Wednesday, October 22nd at the Precinct. All are invited to attend.

Chairwoman Windsor quired if there was ay other new business. Hearing none, a motion was made by Chung Dick to adjourn. Second by Glib Dolotov. Unanimously adopted.


