Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at
Homecrest Community Services, 6915 15th Avenue



Present: Ross Brady, Angelo Bruno, Wai Yee Chan, Simon Chik, Millie Choy, Anila Cobo, Victoria Curto, Salvatore D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Glib Dolotov, Leon Freue, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Dr. Tim Law, Chi Por Li, Ziming Li, Joseph LoMonacao, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, Ahmed Uzir, Katherine Vero, Laurie Windsor, Sau Ching Wong, Angel Wu, Yihe Zhao, Jin Quan Zhen, Shu Bin Zhu, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Angelo Cucuzza, Ashley Lauren-Elrod, Nicholas Eng, Alan Esses, Matteo Ferrantelli, Mel Garafalo, Lining He, Yingzi Huang, Emily Lam, Charles Lee, Samil Levin, Donald Liao, Saho Rong Luo, Mohammed Nobi, Nancy Sottile, Sonia Valentin, Raymond Wang, Robert Whittaker

Guests: Christina Bottego- Councilmember Aviles, Peggy Jung, Marco Errico – Rr. Malliotakis, Tambe John – New Utrecht Public Library, Tal Litwin – Brooklyn Borough President, Danielle Shapiro – Highlawn Public Library, Mirza Medunjanin – Pineapple Plaza, Matvil Vaskov – Catholic Charities, Ada Wong – Councilmember Zhuang, Assemblyman William Colton, Captain Islam – 62nd Precinct, Tyler Hunter – 62nd Precinct




















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at
Homecrest Community Services, 6915 15th Avenue



Captain Mohammed Islam had the honor of the pledge.

Moment of Silence 

Chairwoman Windsor requested a moment of silence for all of the victims and those who are still suffering from the attacks on September 11th.

Public Portion 

Assemblyman Colton advised that in conjunction with Councilmember Susan Zhuang they are organizing multiple events including a free international tea tasting event on 86th Street and 25th Avenue, on October 26th from 11am to 3pm.  He further announced a book collection and distribution drive, which a number of organizations are participating who will be collection points. The books will be distributed free to any child in the community.  Tomorrow, there will be a 9/11 memorial in Seth Low Park at 11am to give honor to those who lost their lives in the terrorist attack.

The Assemblyman provided an update on the proposed shelter at 2501 86th Street. He advised that the community is still fighting it, and it is at a standstill. There are community groups that are negotiating with the developer in an attempt to purchase the building.  In closing he advised that he toured Bath Avenue with Randy Peers, Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, and water shut off signs and unhappy businesses. His office contacted the planning board and DEP and was informed it was an emergency turn-off and hopefully DEP will better share the information in the future.

He thanked the Community Board for addressing the community’s needs.

Captain Mohammed Islam, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, introduced himself and provided his background. He looks forward to working with the community collaboratively and stressed the importance of a mutual understanding and partnership. 
He further invited the community to participate in a 9/11 memorial service at 8:30am in front of the precinct, and to the Community Council meeting on September 24th, where residents can meet the new Q-team members.

Tyler Hunter, 62nd Precinct Community Affairs Officer, introduced himself to the community and explained that he is the community’s liaison to the Commanding Officer.  He will be available to exchange contact information and address any issues.

Tal Litwin, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s Office, announced the 2026 Brooklyn Pin design competition. The winning design will be selected by the Borough President. He further announced upcoming events and training sessions for board members.  Informational flyers are available. 

Ada Wong, representing Councilmember Susan Zhuang, announced upcoming events taking place in the district, including an upcoming partnership with UA3 to distribute food to the community. 

Christina Bottego, representing Councilmember Aviles, advised that on election day there will be proposals on your ballot from the Mayor’s Charter Revision Commission. She stated that there are concerns about proposals 2,3 and 4, which will serve to curb the powers of community boards and local elected officials to influence land use projects.  She further announced upcoming events in the district.

Danielle Shapiro, representing Highlawn Public Library, was joined by Tambe John representing New Utrecht Public Library, announced upcoming events and classes offered at both branches.  All of the events and calendar can be found at www.bklynlibrary.org 

Mirza, representing Pineapple Ride, advised that this past spring and summer, the Open Streets program at Caesars Bay was a great success and surpassed all expectations. Over 8 consecutive Saturdays, they partnered with DOT and Street Labs, together they collected over 1000 pounds of garbage. He announced upcoming events in Bensonhurst Park including horticulture activities and an October tree census. Anyone interested in participating should contact them.

Nanci Roden, representing Councilmember Carr, advised that over the summer they have been working to ensure that all street markings are visible, addressing potholes, and replacement of all faded and/or missing street signs.  They will be hosting 2-days per month a satellite office at the Knights of Columbus on 86th Street and 13th Avenue.

Marco Errico, representing Congresswoman Malliotakis, introduced himself and is available to assist with any federal issues that residents may have.

Assembly Member Lester Chang welcomed everyone back from summer recess. He announced an upcoming Halloween block party celebration. Additional details will be released shortly.
Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to close the public portion of the meeting. Second by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.


Minutes 

A motion was made by Kathy Vero to accept the minutes of the June 12, 2025, meeting. Second by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Chairwoman’s Report 

Chairwoman Windsor welcomed the board back from summer recess.  She advised that committee assignments were made over the summer, and all board members should have received them. We do have hard copies available if needed.

She further stressed the importance of attendance since the board cannot conduct business in the absence of a quorum.

The Planning and Zoning Committee has their first committee meeting scheduled for September 16th at Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue, at 7PM. There will be a presentation on a proposed zoning map amendment from M1-1 to R7/C2-4 to facilitate development of a new 13-story mixed-use development at 2525 65th Street.

Chairwoman Windsor advised that we recently received a request for a letter of support from Crescent Health, a developing nonprofit volunteer ambulance service established with a deep commitment to serving the Muslim and greater South Brooklyn community. Their vision is to strengthen the safety net of emergency medical services in South Brooklyn by offering a volunteer-based ambulance service that is responsive, community-driven, and culturally sensitive, that can enhance response times, improve patient outcomes, and support the broader EMS system during times of high demand.

The Chairwoman referred to committee to review and make a recommendation.

In closing Chairwoman Windsor shared bittersweet news. She advised that Sal D’Alessio is stepping down from the board and moving out of state.  Sal served on Community Board 11 for over 15 years, volunteered on the Community Emergency Response Team, as well as the 62nd Precinct Community Council.  On behalf of the board, she wished him well and thanked him for his service. 

District Manager’s Report 

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that she and Chairperson Windsor conducted an interview with CBS News regarding the delayed 17th Avenue pedestrian bridge reconstruction project.

This bridge project, which began in November 2021 and was anticipated to be a 25-month project, is now delayed until Fall 2026.  The Department of Transportation in a statement to the news outlet attributed the delays to the pandemic, steel fabrication issues, unexpected complications from underground utilities, and the design had to be changed multiple times.  Community Board 11 has not received any recent updates from the Department of Transportation.

There was discussion regarding the Bay 8th Street pedestrian detour over the Belt Parkway and the conflict with the on/off ramp of the Belt Parkway.  The District Manager advised that these concerns were raised with the Department of Transportation when the detours were originally proposed.

District Manager Elias-Pavia advised that the Fire Department is proposing a new rule (3RCNY §309-01) addressing the fire and explosion hazard posed by uncertified storage batteries including lithium-ion storage batteries associated with powered mobility devices. 

Local Law 39 of 2023 prohibits the sale distribution, lease or rent of storage batteries that are not certified by an accredited testing lab. To further address the fire and explosion hazard, which has increased from 30 in 2019 to 279 in 2024, the proposed rule would prohibit the possession of uncertified batteries.

The board by consensus authorized the District Manager to submit comments in support of this commonsense rule.

She further advised that we were made aware of a sublease filed for a battery energy storage system or other types of renewal energy infrastructure equipment at 1672 86th Street. There are no building permits filed other than the demolition of the empty gas station, which was permitted to operate in a R5 zoning district by special permit, and we have not received any notification or information.

The board was very clear in its recommendation for the City of Yes Carbon Neutrality Text Amendment and opposed Energy Storage and Solar Generation Uses as-of-right in residential districts.

The Department of Environmental Protection is making emergency sewer repairs and repairs to the 100-year-old watermain at the intersection of 20th Avenue and Bath Avenue.  The work began around the second week of August and should be completed shortly.  Today the work required a water turn-off to area residents.  No prior notification was given and the District Manager thanked Assemblyman Colton’s staff for bringing this to our attention.

DEP is replacing Automated Meter Reading devices (AMRs). This is part of a 3-year initiative to upgrade all 600,000+ AMRs throughout the five boroughs and they are starting work in zip codes 11204, 11209 and 11228. This work will be performed by their contractor Aclara.

Residents may see NYC DEP technicians or their contractors approach their property and walk around to identify the location of the AMR. Technicians do not need to go inside the home and replacements should take approximately 15-30 minutes to complete.
 
New Business 

Dr. Tim Law advised that Assemblyman Colton and CVS Pharmacy will be conducting a flu shot clinic on September 25, 2025, from 12:30pm – 2:30pm, at 124 Avenue O. 

Chairwoman Windosr inquired if there was any other new business. Hearing none, a motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to adjourn. Second by Claudio DeMeo. Unanimously adopted.


