Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at
The Bensonhurst Center for Nursing, 1740 84th Street




Present: Ross Brady, Angelo Bruno, Wai Yee Chan, Milly Choy, Anila Cobo, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Salvatore D’Alessio, Chung Dick, Glib Dolotov, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Mel Garofalo, Jeffrey Harris, Yingzi Huang, Roy Jung, Charles Lee, Samil Levin, Ziming Li, Joseph LoMonaco, Mohammed Nobi, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sarantos Soumakis, Sonia Valentin, Katherine Vero, Raymond Wang, Laurie Windsor, Yihe Zhao, Daniel Zurek

Absent:  Simon Chik, Claudio DeMeo, Ashley-Lauren Elrod, Nicholas Eng, Matteo Ferrantelli, Lining He, Dr. Tim Law, Chi Por Li, Donald Liao, Shao Rong Luo, Nancy Sottile, Ahmed Uzir, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Sau Ching Wong, Angel Wu, Jin Quan Zhen, Shu Bin Zhu

Guests:  Stanley Ng _ Councilmember Zhuang, Peggy Jung, Mirza Medunjanin, Dennis DeBlasio, Ari Kagan – State Senator Chan, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn District Attorney, Susan Tedesco Bruno, Win Sie-Tow – Councilmember Aviles, Helen Klein – Assemblymember Colton, Tal Litwin – Brooklyn Borough President, Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, David Zubin, Thomas Hoefel – NIA, Marco Rico – Congresswoman Malliotakis





















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at
The Bensonhurst Center for Nursing, 1740 84th Street



The meeting was called to order and opened with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Portion

Stanley Ng, representing Councilmember Susan Zhuang, announced upcoming events including a bicycle helmet fitting, a street co-naming event for Lai Wan Chin, and schools within the district that will be celebrating their 100-year anniversary.  Event flyers are available for those interested. 			

Marco Rico, representing Congresswoman Malliotakis, advised that beginning May 7, 2025, a Real ID or enhanced driver license is required to board and fly on domestic flights. A US Passport is acceptable.  Flyers are available with pertinent information.

Tal Litwin, representing Borough President Antonio Reynoso, announced upcoming events including 2025 pre-k through grade 12 graduation awards.

Win Sie-Tow, representing Councilwoman Alexa Aviles, provided a legislative update on two pieces of passed legislation which would establish an annual community hiring report that requires NYCEDC to provide metrics for goals established under community hiring programs, and requires that EDC includes in its annual report information around community benefits agreements.  She further announced upcoming events.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, announced upcoming programs and events taking place at the libraries.  Those interested can find additional information and the complete calendar of events at www.bklynlibrary.org

David Zubin, representing the Emergency Management Community Emergency Response Team, advised that he assists CERT Team 10 & 11, and is eager to be active in the community.

Nancy Roden, representing Councilman David Carr, advised that they are addressing potholes that need to be repaired.  Residents can report them to the district office.  She further advised of the satellite district office located at the Knight’s of Columbus. Residents should check their website for dates.

Ari Kagan, representing NYS Senator Steve Chan, provided legislative updates and voted against Senate Bill S3006C, which he stated does not go far enough to address public safety.  He further shared contact information with residents, who have issues or concerns.

Dennis, a resident of Benson Avenue and Bay 20th Street, spoke regarding an abandoned building at 1849 Benson Avenue.  He stated that it has been empty for a year, and people have broken into the house. The police have been called and recently the Fire Department because the utilities are on.  He requested assistance in this matter.

Paul Laguerre, representing the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, announced that the 2025 Youth Summit will be held on Thursday, June 5, 2025, from 10AM-2PM, at CUNY New York City College of Technology, 300 Jay Street.

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Leon Freue to close the public portion of the meeting. Second, by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to accept the minutes of the March 12, 2025, meeting. Seconded by Joe LoMonaco. Unanimously adopted.

Chairwoman’s Report

Laurie Windsor welcomed and introduced the newly appointed members to the board. For the 2025-2026 term 15 new members were appointed to Community Board 11.  She stressed the importance of member attendance at committee and board meetings and explained that a quorum, which is half plus one of the board membership, is required to conduct business.

Chairwoman Windsor advised that the 	Site Screening Committee hosted a public hearing for the proposed site selection of 1553 72nd Street and 7108-7120 New Utrecht Avenue, for the construction of a new 451-seat elementary school. She reminded the board that there was an approved land use application for 7120 New Utrecht Avenue, that would permit a 10-story, 100- unit residential development.   
 
The School Construction Authority is required to present school real estate sites to the Community Board and Community Education Council, and their presentation focused on the site itself rather than the specifics of the school design. They will come back once a design is completed. 
 
The committee recommended approval of the site, the public can submit comments through May 28th, by emailing sites@nycsca.org 		
	
A motion was made by Ross Brady to accept the Site Screening Committee’s recommendation of the site.  Seconded by Kathy Vero. Unanimously adopted.

The Chairwoman further advised that she was prepared to report at the March meeting, which didn’t happen due to a lack of a quorum, the following were appointed to the 2025 Nominating Committee: Kathy Vero Tayar, Sal D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Claudio DeMeo, and Andrew Sgaglione.  The committee will provide a report later in the meeting. 
	
The District Office received a Board of Standards and Appeals Special Permit application for 1616 McDonald Avenue. The applicant is seeking to modify the rear yard requirement within an M1-1 zoning district that coincides with a rear lot line of a R4-1 zoning district.  

The Planning and Zoning Committee will schedule a public hearing, and the board will make a recommendation at the June 12th meeting.
			
In closing, Chairwoman Windsor advised that Deputy Inspector Lau, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, 	has been reassigned. She thanked him for his service to the community and wished him well.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that the Department of Transportation advised that they have renewed the CarShare Program at the following locations: 1853 Cropsey Avenue, 2125 Bath Avenue, 7201 20th Avenue, and 1818 79th Street. The Car Share Operators are Zipcar and Truqit. 
 
The Department of Design and Construction is beginning preliminary design for New Utrecht Avenue Safety improvements and roadway repairs between 65th Street and 77th Street.  The scope of the project is to bring this segment into a state of good repair, which requires full reconstruction to remove the concrete roadway and replace it with asphalt and improve pedestrian safety along the corridor. Curb extensions, new/reconstructed islands, raised crosswalks, and new crosswalks will be installed. Design documents will be shared with the board when completed. 
 
They are also preparing preliminary and final design documents for the installation of raised crosswalks at priority intersections and pedestrian ramp upgrades.  The locations in our district are Bay Parkway and Benson Avenue and 81 Street and Bay Parkway.  
 
The Department of Design and Construction has transmitted pre-final design drawings for the Safe Routes to Transit project on 86th Street from 19th Avenue to 25th Avenue, 20th Avenue from 86 St to Benson Avenue, and Bay Parkway from 86th to 85th Street.  The project includes infrastructure, pedestrian safety, and accessibility improvements for transit riders along 86th Street, sidewalk extensions, high visibility crosswalks, pedestrian signal and street light improvements, as well as watermain replacement and sewer repairs. 
 
The project is scheduled for bids in Fiscal Year 2026, with construction targeted to begin in the Summer of 2026. 
 
The District Manager advised that she submitted comments:
 
1. The Community Construction Liaison must provide regular updates and lookaheads. 
2. Handouts relating to water turn offs and other written notifications must be translated to Chinese. 
3. Adequate temporary loading zones need to be provided. 
4. Water turn-offs are scheduled with sensitivity around holidays and Lunar New Year with adequate advance community notification.  
5. Material and equipment are stored off-site. 
6. Material storage zones within the project limits are carefully coordinated to reduce impacts to the surrounding area. 
7. Coordination with the MTA to ensure that truck limitation signage reflects the grade of the roadway and the elevated structure. 
 
The District Manager addressed the issue of the empty home that was raised at the public portion of the meeting. She stated that complaints have been made with various agencies regarding the conditions described.  She stated that it is a complicated matter since the owner passed away but she will address the conditions.

Nominating Committee Report

Kathy Vero, Chairwoman of the Nominating Committee, reported that the committee met and unanimously presents the following slate of Officers for the 2025-2026 term:

Laurie Windsor: - Chairperson 
Ross Brady – 1st Vice Chairperson  
Victoria Cammorata-Curto- 2nd Vice Chairperson  
Wai Yee Chan – Secretary 
Dr. Tim Law – Treasurer 
Sonia Valentin – Sgt at Arms 

Chairwoman Windsor inquired if there were any nominations from the floor. Hearing none, a motion was made by Kathy Vero to 	close the nominations. Second, by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.

New Business		

Sonia Valentin announced that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will meet on Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at the 62nd Precinct, 1925 Bath Avenue, at 7PM.



Old Business

Chung Dick inquired if there were any status updates on the 17th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge.

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that we have not received any updates from the Department of Transportation.

Sonia Valentin inquired about the status of the proposed homeless shelter at 2501 86th Street.

Chairwoman Windsor advised that there are no updates at this time.

A motion was made by Angelo Bruno to adjourn. Second by Sal D’Alessio. Unanimously adopted.
			
