Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue


Present: Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Angelo Bruno, Victoria Cammorota-Curto, Wai Yee Chan, Milly Choy, Angelo Cucuzza, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Leon Freue, Mel Garafalo, Jeffrey Harris, Lining He, Dr. Tim Law, Charles Lee, Donald Liao, Joseph LoMonaco, Albert Milone, Andrew Sgaglione, Barbara Shamah, Sonia Valentin, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Yihe Zhao

Absent: Aria Carluccio, Sal D’Alessio, Alan Esses, Hai Wen Huang, Roy Jung, Ying Ko, Chi Por Li, Gabriela Lopez, Joudi Menafah, Georgette Neglia, Mohammed Nobi, Sari Setton, Nancy Sottile, Ahmed Uzir, Katherine Vero Tayar, Raymond Wang, Robert Whittaker, Sai Chuen Yeung, Daniel Zurek

Guests: Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, Dennis DeBlasio, Shu Bin Zhu, Ma Yu Pei, Nerissa Ng – Rep. Clarke, Tal Litwin – Brooklyn Borough President, Stanley Ng – Councilmember Zhuang, Christina Bottego – Councilmember Aviles, Thomas Houfel – NIA, Angel Wu, Col. Melissa Cantwell – Fort Hamilton Garrison Commander, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn District Attorney


























Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue


The meeting was opened with Colonel Melissa Cantwell, Fort Hamilton Garrison Commander, having the honor of the pledge.

Chairperson Windsor called the meeting to order and announced that we have a quorum of appointed members in attendance.

Moment of Silence

Laurie Windsor requested a moment of silence in memory of Sandy Reicher, Ross Brady’s mother, and for Louise Martini, who was a longtime Bath Beach resident and Senator Golden’s liaison to Community Board 11.

Public Portion

Colonel Melissa Cantwell, Fort Hamilton Garrison Commander, thanked the community for their continued support. She advised that residents may see additional rotary wind activity during the next few days.  Residents should not be alarmed, the increase in aircraft is due to a pre-planned program.   

In closing Col. Cantwell announced the community club membership is opening for the summer festivities and for pool membership including virtual golf this summer. Information is available to anyone interested.

Deputy Inspector Lau, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, announced that the Precinct Community Council will meet on March 18th at 7PM, at 1925 Bath Avenue.  All are encouraged to attend.

He further shared that Detective Stephen Agosta is retiring and his walkout from the precinct will take place on Wednesday, March 19th at noon.  All are welcome to attend.  On Friday, March 28th there will be a walkout for Detective Carmelo Vendra, who is retiring.

Stanley Ng, representing Councilmember Zhuang, announced several upcoming events including free tax preparation, and the Women of Distinction Award Ceremony on March 23rd, at Il Centro. 

He further provided legislative updates including Intro. 1126, which Councilwoman Zhuang co-sponsored, that requires the Department of Sanitation to analyze the ways in which the practices of New York City’s religious communities may conflict with the set-out times for solid waste and recycling material. DSNY would be required to propose accommodations for religious practices that conflict with set-out times and to evaluate the feasibility of these proposals.

Paul Laguerre, representing the Brooklyn District Attorney’s office, provided crime statistics highlighting law enforcement achievements in 2024, which was the safest year on record in Brooklyn. He further announced upcoming events.
Justin Bolusi, representing Councilman Carr, reminded residents of the Clean Team Program that addresses overgrowth, litter and graffiti.  Anyone interested should contact the district office.

Tal Litwin, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s office, announced that there were a record number of Community Board applications submitted with over 1100 applications for Brooklyn.  He further announced upcoming events including the State of the Borough address. Flyers are available for those interested.

Cristina Bottega, Deputy Chief of Staff for Councilmember Aviles, advised that the budget season has begun and there are opportunities for residents to provide testimony to various council committees. She provided legislative updates regarding tax benefits to families with children under 17 years of age.

Nerissa Ng. representing Rep. Clarke, announced upcoming events including a job fair, tax event for small businesses, and a job fair on March 18th, at Central Brooklyn Library.  Information flyers are available for those interested.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht and Highlawn library branches, announced upcoming events taking place at the libraries.  Those interested should visit the calendar of events at www.bklynlibrary.org 

Joe Ottomanelli, representing the Department of Sanitation Community Affairs Bureau, advised that all residents are required to separate yard waste, food scraps and food-soiled paper from trash and recycling. Sarting April 1, 2025, property owners will be subject to fines.  Informational literature is available to residents.

Parks Department Presentation

Jim Morris, Deputy Chief of Staff for Brooklyn Operations, advised that $6.8 million dollars in city council funding has been allocated to the second phase of reconstruction for the northern section of Bensonhurst Park. 

A public input meeting was held on April 24, 2024, where residents provided input for the design.

Sarah Dorner, representing Stantec, the design consultant team, spoke regarding the goals of the plan, which are to improve the sports courts and the adult fitness options, create a universally accessible skate spot for people of all ages and ability levels. To improve the site lighting, walkability and storm water management capabilities to provide new seating areas, bike parking, drinking fountains, trash receptacles and native plantings. She proceeded to review the design (presentation attached).

Victoria Curto inquired if there are plans to increase the absorption of stormwater with the use of permeable pavements. 

Sarah Dorner advised that the plan includes a retention tank for the capture of stormwater and green infrastructure within the planted areas.

A motion was made by Victoria Curto to issue a letter of support to the Parks Department for the design as presented. Second, by Claudio DeMeo. Unanimously adopted.

Chairperson Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to adjourn to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Victoria Curto to accept the minutes of the January 9, 2025, meeting. Seconded by Chung Dick. Unanimously adopted.

Chairperson’s Report
 
Laurie Windsor advised that the Conflict-of-Interest Board will be providing training to board members at the April 10th meeting.  All board members are required to receive training in the New York City Conflict of Interest Law once every two years.  They will review the law and how it affects voting, as well as restrictions on political activity, and other common situations.  

She further advised that the Department of Environmental Protection is tentatively scheduled to present on flooding issues in the district.

Chairperson Windsor advised that the district office has written to a member that has never attended a meeting since their appointment in May 2024.  We have not received a response.

Chairperson Windsor made a motion to remove Aria Carluccio for cause. Second by Sonia Valentin. Unanimously adopted.

In closing, the Chairperson advised that the School Construction Authority notified the district office of the proposed selection of Block 6180 Lots 31, 33, and 44 (1553 72 Street and 7108-7120 New Utrecht Avenue) for the construction of a new 451 seat elementary school.    
 
Under Section 1731 of the New York City School Construction Authority Act we must hold a public hearing within 30 days following publication of the notice, which is dated today.  The application referred to the Site Screening Committee to review.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia thanked Detectives Agosta and Vendra for their service to the community and for their partnership.  She congratulated them on their retirement and thanked them for their work.

The District Manager discussed the agency responses to the FY 26 Capital and Expense budget priorities. She stated that the responses did not reflect the needs of this community and some of the responses were not accurate.

By consensus the board authorized the District Manager to respond to the agency submissions.

The District Manager further advised that the Department of Transportation released a newsletter update on 17th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge. The current work includes construction of piers and abutments for the new structure with required piles and sub-surface work.  The new estimated completion date for the bridge is Fall 2025.  
  
A  land use application will soon be referred to the board for 2525 65th Street.  The applicant is seeking a Zoning map amendment, zoning text amendment, and a certification (ZR 66-21c for MTA easement) to facilitate a rezoning from M1-1 and R5B to R7-2/C2-4 to facilitate a new 13-story, 193,030 sf mixed-use development, comprising 145,369 sf of residential area (162 total units, 41 affordable), 22,455 sf of commercial area, and 26,208 sf of community facility.  
  
The Brooklyn Borough President held a public hearing and issued a recommendation on the 166 Kings Highway land use application.   The BP recommended approval with conditions that the applicant complete the submission of a technical memorandum to include participation in the Senior Affordable Rental Apartments (SARA) program as a proposed development scenario. The application is now pending by the City Planning Commission and will then move on to the Council. 
 
The Department of Transportation advised that they approved an Open Street on Bay Parkway from Shore Parkway to the dead end, on Saturdays from 8 AM-8PM from April 26th to June 14th.  The full closure of Bay Parkway will overflow Shore Parkway will congest Bay Parkway past Benson Avenue, will limit access to the shopping center, the tennis center, and waterfront.   She advised that today, the Department of Transportation amended the approval of the Open Street and will limit the closure to the dead-end to the beginning of the shopping center entrance.
 
The Brooklyn Cyclones will be holding Neighborhood Nights. Bensonhurst Night will be held on May 27th at 6PM.  Tickets are $25 and include a neighborhood cap. 
Planning and Zoning Committee

Ross Brady, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Committee, reported that the committee reviewed two Dining Out NYC applications for a sidewalk and roadway applications for Arberia Grill and Café, 2325 65th Street, and recommends the following:

Approval of the sidewalk café application to allow them to have that business continue operating and not blocking any doorways and not extending past their business.

A motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to approve the application as recommended. Seconded by Victoria Curto. Unanimously adopted.

The committee voiced concerns regarding the roadway café due to the traffic conditions and the existing commercial uses abutting the restaurant and recommended opposing the application.  

A motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to accept the recommendation of the committee as presented. Second, by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

New Business

Sonia Valentin thanked Detectives Agosta and Vendra for their service and dedication to the Bensonhurst community.

Dr. Tim Law thanked them for their service and assistance throughout the years, especially for their coordination and planning of the Lunar New Year Parade.

Dr. Law announced that the Chinese American Social Service Center will be aiding community members and senior citizens who need help in applying for affordable housing.  Those interested should make an appointment by calling 718-975-0955.

Chairperson Windsor inquired if there was any other new business.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to adjourn. Second, by Angelo Cucuzza. Unanimously adopted.




