Attendance of Community Board 11’s Public Hearing and General Meeting
Held on Thursday, March 14. 2024, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue




Present: Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Angelo Bruno, Victoria Cammarota-Curto, Angelo Cucuzza, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Leon Freue, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Albert Milone, Nancy Sottile, Katherine Vero-Tayar, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung, Xin Jie Zeng, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Millie Choy, Salvatore D’Alessio, Alan Esses, Kenneth Fu, Michael Garthaffner, Michael Kasper, Richard Kurtzer, Edward Lai, Joudi Menafah, Kaise Sun, Winton Tran, Sonia Valentin, Jason Wong  

Guests: Anna Maria Walsh, Peggy Jung, Hunter Rabinowitz – Borough President’s Office, Tambe John – New Utrecht Public Library, Zhana Krot – NYPD, Marco Errico – Councilmember Carr, Joel Brecher – HCS, Thomas Hoef – NIA, Zunera Ahmed – Senator Chu, Schloime Reichman – HCS, Stanley Ng – Councilmember Zhuang


























Minutes of Community Board 11’s Public Hearing and General Meeting
Held on Thursday, March 14. 2024, at
Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue



The meeting was called to order at 7:14 PM with the recitation of the pledge.

Public Hearing

Potential Supervised Community Residence
1770 61 Street
Brooklyn, NY

Community Board 11 has received formal notification of the interest and intent of HCS under the auspices of the New York State Office for People with Development Disabilities to establish a community residence for 16 adults with developmental disabilities, as provided in Section 41:34 of the Mental Hygiene Law.

The program will provide local community individuals with housing, meals, day habilitation and/or supportive employment programs, companionship, supervisory and direct support staff.

Schloime Reichman, the Executive Director of HCS, introduced their agency and advised that they have provided services to the developmentally disabled community for 30 years.  They currently operate community residences in Brooklyn, which are small homes that are occupied by adults with developmental disabilities. The residents attend day programs and/or work during the day. In the evening, or when residents are present there are counselors present to supervise and assist the residents.

Mr. Reichman advised that the building is a vacant six-family home, and each unit will have several residents and supervision.

Bob Vitale, a resident of 61 Street, inquired if studies were conducted since there is a school across the street, and voiced concerns regarding employee parking. He further stated that the residents last week received the meeting notice and wondered if the vote could be postponed.

Anna Maria Walsh inquired if the residence was like a group home and would supervision be provided. 

Mr. Reichman advised that no studies are required since the building is an existing structure. He further advised that the building has 4 parking spots and is very close to 18th Avenue, which has ample parking for staff. The residents will be always supervised when home, who have development disabilities not mental illness.

Franca Santafrello stated that she didn’t understand why the proposed residents could work , why they needed to live in a supervised home,  and wondered if it was city dollars funding the program. She further stated she was concerned for the safety of the children who reside on the block.

Mr. Reichman explained that the residents may have Down Syndrome or autism, but they are not mentally ill.  They may have a job but cannot live independently. He provided a history of asylums and facilities like Willowbrook, and how today we have included the developmentally disabled in our communities and they live full lives.

Nicoletta Pera inquired if the property is owned by the state and can they change the status of the home.  

Mr. Reichman explained that HCS owns the property, and the Office of Persons with Developmental Disabilities has the first lean. However, it is not a common occurrence where the State takes the home.

A resident inquired if they were here tonight because they sought a variance. 

Chairperson Windsor explained that the board under the law must within 40 days of notification either approve, object due to saturation of existing similar facilities in the community and a new one would alter the character of the neighborhood or suggest an alternative location.

Angela, a resident of 61st Street, stated that she is a registered nurse, and her twin brother is developmentally disabled.  She stated that he has a full-time job at a nursing home and serves meals. He performs community service and like everyone in attendance, cares about his community.  She inquired as to the process of participating in this type of program.

Mr. Reichman advised that the process is administered by OPWDD. 

Chairperson Windsor inquired if anyone else sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Victoria Curto to close the public hearing. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Public Portion

Zunera Ahmed, representing Senator Chu, announced that the Senator was hosting a first-time homebuyer seminar on April 6th, at 2PM, at Il Centro. She further announced that they would be hosting Housing Services, which will cover landlord/tenant issues and benefits/exemptions, and an Earth Day Competition for students.  Informational fliers are available for those interested.

Captain Lau, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, announced the upcoming Community Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 19, at 7PM, at St Finbar Hall.

Hunter Rabinowitz, representing the Brooklyn Borough President’s office, advised that Borough President Reynoso delivered the State of the Borough, where he highlighted some accomplishments, which included a 28% increase in community board applications.
Chung Dick, representing the New York State Assembly Minority Leader’s Office, presented on behalf of Assemblyman Lester Chang, a citation to Marnee Elias-Pavia on her 25 years of service to the community.

Mykyta Kost, representing CAMBA Small Business Services, provided an overview of the services that are provided to small business, which includes business counseling, financial literacy workshops, and funding loans for start-ups.  Fliers and business cards are available for those interested.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, provided an overview of the upcoming events and programs offered by Brooklyn Public Library. She further spoke of the impacts to the library if the proposed budget cuts are realized. 

Stanley Ng, representing Councilmember Zhuang, announced that they are offering free tax preparation.  Anyone interested should call 718-307-7151 or email district43@council.nyc.gov  He further advised that they would be holding a rally against the homeless shelter proposed for 86th Street and 25th Avenue, on Saturday, March 16th at 2 PM.

Chairperson Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Angelo Cucuzza. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Ross Brady to adopt the minutes of the February 8, 2024, meeting. Seconded by Robert Whittaker. Unanimously adopted.

Disposition of Public Hearing

Chairperson Laurie Windsor advised that  due to the 40-day timeline mandated by New York State Site Selection Law we are acting as a committee of the whole.

A guide to NYS Site Selection Law was sent to board members and we have the handout available for those interested.

The applicant is proposing a supervised community residence at 1770 61st Street, a vacant 6-family home for 16 adults with developmental disabilities, who are from the local community.

Under the law, the board must either approve, object due to saturation of existing similar facilities in the community and a new one would alter the character of the neighborhood or suggest an alternative location.

Since there is no basis to object due to saturation and no alternative locations, Chairperson Windsor opened the floor for board member discussion.

Ross Brady inquired if there would-be disruption to the neighbors due to vans and deliveries, and if so, stressed the need for HCS to be a good neighbor

Mr. Reichman advised that the proposed site would be used like any other residential home on the block.  Some of the residents may use access-a-ride but there wouldn’t be any disruption to the neighbors.

Angelo Bruno inquired if there was a curfew imposed for the residents.

Mr. Reichman advised that by law they cannot restrict the residents’ activities.  The residents are adults and they have never received complaints from the other supervised homes.

Jay Brown spoke regarding the character of developmentally disabled individuals, and stated that his brother-in-law has a developmental disability, Downs Syndrome. He has been a neighbor on the block for over 30 years and lived next door to the proposed residence. He has a routine, hobbies and is certain that the new residents will be great neighbors.

Chung Dick inquired if there were statistics on the turnover rate, and if they are planning on opening additional supervised homes in the community.

Mr. Reichman advised that there is no turnover of residents unless they die or move into a nursing home.  OPWDD determines the need and saturation before siting a new supervised home.

Laurie Windsor asked for clarification on the occupancy of 16 residents and not the 14 defined in site selection law. She further requested that HCS build a relationship with residents of the block to address any concerns that they may have.

Mr. Reichman clarified that the property is not one home but 6 separate units within the building, which will house 3-4 people in each unit. He advised that he looks forward to relationship building and working with the community.

A motion was made by Ross Brady to approve the site as presented. Seconded by Victoria Curto. The vote was 20 in favor, 0 opposed and 2 abstentions: Claudio DeMeo and Eileen LaRuffa. Motion carried.

 Chairperson’s Report

Laurie Windsor acknowledged Women’s History month and the incredible women in our community.  As part of Women’s History month, board member, Eillen LaRuffa was recognized by Assemblyman Colton as a Woman of Distinction.   She congratulated her for all her work and volunteerism on behalf of our community.

The Chairperson further acknowledged that the month of March ushered in Ramadan, and she wished our Muslim neighbors joy and peace. The end of March brings Easter, and residents will see processions through our streets. Chairperson Windsor thanked the 62nd Precinct for their work and coordination in making sure that everyone is safe.

She further reported that the Brooklyn Yards project is scheduled to enter public review in no fewer than 30 days.  The applicant is seeking to rezone the area roughly bounded by 14th Avenue and 16th Avenues and 59th and 61 Streets, to facilitate 267 dwelling units and commercial use over the railroad tracks.  The bulk of the development is located within CB12 but does extend into our district along the open cut train tracks to New Utrecht Avenue and 61 Street.

In closing, she reminded board members whose term expires on March 31, 2024, that they continue to serve until notified by the Brooklyn Borough President and announced that Kerry Hines submitted his resignation due to his job relocation.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that she attended a  walkthrough and meeting with CM Zhuang and the Department of Health regarding a rat infestation on 86th Street between 25th Avenue and Stillwell Avenue.  The board may recall that during the pandemic we received community complaints regarding the conditions on 86th Street, and a mailing was done on how to prevent rats on your property.

Since that time, the Department of Sanitation has made significant progress on 86th Street, however, there are multiple vacant commercial properties with conditions conducive to harborage.  The Department of Health has already conducted inspections and baited some properties but will do more comprehensive inspections in that area.

Separately we conducted a walkthrough of 86th Street from 20th Avenue 23rd Avenue with DSNY Assistant Chief of Brooklyn South to discuss improper disposal, failure to clean sidewalks, and unlicensed vendors.  While the department has issued about 90 summonses since January 1st, some of the violations are very low.  For example, display of goods on the sidewalk is a $25 violation, as is an oversized display.

The District Manager thanked Councilmember Zhuang for her work addressing these issues and stated that they will continue to address the community concerns.  

She further reported on an initiative by the mayor who is calling upon Community Boards to submit requests for Expressions of Interest for the development of Neighborhood Support Teams. 

NST’s work within existing city resources in addressing quality of life issues in specific geographic areas over the course of one year. NSTs use the insights and ideas of local communities to develop a creative strategy for addressing the identified quality of life concerns.  The District Manager believes that we should submit 86th Street for inclusion in this program, and unless there are objections she will move forward.

She further advised that the Community Construction Liaison for the regulator chamber roof project has informed the board that the project will begin this Spring.  They will provide a better idea of a start date as soon as received. As previously reported, the scope of the project is to remove and replace the existing concrete slab roof on the regulator chamber located on McDonald Avenue and 65th Street, with newly poured roofs so that access covers are appropriately centered over distribution assets.  Work hours will be Monday through Friday, 7Am-3:30PM, and there will be community outreach throughout the work area.

The Office of Film, Theater, and Broadcasting has issued permits to film the series Long Bright River. They are scheduled to film tomorrow on New Utrecht Avenue between 76 and 77 Streets and 78 and 79th Streets during the later afternoon hours.  Residents can expect to see actors depicting homelessness, tent encampments, set dressing including debris, garbage, and carts.

The Department of Transportation conducted a study for the need of additional traffic controls at the intersection of Cropsey Avenue and Bay 25 Street. A traffic signal has been approved and is scheduled to be installed by June 30th.

In closing, she advised that the district office received notification of planned demolition of 247, 249, and 257 Kings Highway.  Plans have been filed but not approved for a 3-story school.

Old Business

Robert Whittaker inquired if we ever received an update of the progress on the reconstruction of the 17th Avenue pedestrian bridge.  

The District Manager advised that she provided the board with an update at the January meeting. She has requested and not yet received an update for this month.

Robert Whittaker inquired about the Belt Parkway project and asked why it wasn’t present to the board and the need for a traffic signal on Harway Avenue and 24th Avenue.

The District Manager responded that this project is primarily located in the neighboring district and consists of normalizing, which includes safety improvements to the Verrazano Bridge exit ramp. She further addressed the intersection of Harway Avenue and 24th Avenue, which is controlled by all-way stops and suggested some of the challenges are associated with the double-parked buses.

A motion was made by Ross Brady to adjourn. Seconded by Eileen LaRuffa. Unanimously adopted.




