[bookmark: _Hlk149203134]Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Thursday, October 12, 2023, at
Bensonhurst Center, 1740 84th Street



Present: Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Angelo Bruno, Millie Choy, Salvatore D’Alessio, Catherine Daly, Claudio DeMeo, Chung Dick, Michael Garthaffner, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Michael Kasper, Edward Lai, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Albert Milone, Winton Tran, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung, Tina Zeng, Daniel Zurek, Marnee Elias-Pavia, District Manager

Absent: Reuvain Borchardt, Victoria Curto, Rosa Casella, Angelo Cucuzza, Mohammed Elder, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Kenneth Fu, Kerry Hines, Teresa Holland, Richard Kurtzer, Eileen LaRuffa, Alvin Li, Joudi Menafah, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Leon Salama, Nancy Sottile, Kaise Sun, Thao Troung, Youssef Tsouli, Katherine Vero Tayar, Jason Wong

Guests: Halim Spaho, Peggy Jung, Danielle Shapiro – Brooklyn Public Library - Highlawn, Tambe John – Brooklyn Public Library – New Utrecht, Gabrielle Woods – Council Member Brannan, Musa Moore, Tehilah Berman, Cindy and May Chan, Ana Marie Paunetto, Edward Paunetto, Lin Zhi Yi, Hunter Rabinowitz – Brooklyn Borough President, Zunera Ahmed – Senator Chu, Joe LoMonaco, Captain Ed Lau – 62nd Precinct, Det. Agosta – 62nd Precinct
 





















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Thursday, October 12, 2023, at
Bensonhurst Center, 1740 84th Street



The meeting was called to order at 7:04PM with the recitation of the pledge of allegiance.

Moment Of Silence

Chairperson Laurie Windsor requested a moment of silence for those who have perished or are suffering due to recent world events.

Public Hearings

I. Draft of Community Board 11’s Capital and Expense Budget recommendations for fiscal year 2025.

Chairperson Windsor inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to close the public hearing. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

II. Street Co-Naming of Avenue T and West 7th Street to Old Tbilisi Way

Chairperson Windsor advised that a formal request was previously presented to rename the street in front of the Georgian Orthodox Church to Old Tbilisi Way. 

The Church and the Bishop have requested that this matter be placed on hold since they may be relocating to a larger space.

A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to table the street renaming request until we hear from the Church and/or Bishop. Seconded by Angelo Bruno. Unanimously adopted.

Public Portion

Zunera Ahmed, representing Senator Chu, announced that the Senator would be hosting on Halloween a pumpkin and treat giveaway, at 6605 Fort Hamilton Parkway, from 3pm-6pm. On October 14th, there will be a pro bono legal clinic. Information and fliers are available for those interested.

Gabrielle Woods, representing Councilmember Brannan, announced that on October 25, 2023, from 9am – 4pm, the mammogram bus will be on 3rd Avenue. Those interested should call 718-748-5200 to make an appointment. She further announced upcoming Halloween events.

Hunter Rabinowitz, representing the Borough President, announced the release of the Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn, which outlines existing conditions of the borough, the Borough President’s vision and will serve as a guiding document in land use decisions. 

He further announced upcoming virtual training for board members on October 30th.

Denise Shapiro and Tambe John, representing the Highlawn and New Utrecht branches of the Brooklyn Public Library, announced upcoming events and programs for all ages.  Anyone interested in participating should visit www.bklynlibrary.org 

Captain Eddie Lau, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, advised that due to the events taking place overseas, and while there are no credible threats in New York City, the precinct is conducting direct patrols around houses of worship, schools and sensitive locations. 

Ana Marie Paunetto and area residents of Avenue T and West 12th Street spoke regarding the ongoing flooding in the area.  She stated that she believes there are many factors contributing to the cause of the flooding, which includes leaves, a failed city sewer replacement, and tidal waves due to trucks travelling on Avenue T. The storm of September 29th caused her entire basement to be submerged in stormwater and asked for help in addressing this issue.

 Mr. Paunetto echoed his wife’s sentiments and added that they would explore a class action lawsuit.

Assemblymember Lester Chang advised that the board should be aware of the filing of adult-use retail cannabis dispensary applications. He urged everyone to be watchful and to be aware.  He further advised that he would be hosting a Town Hall meeting on Tuesday, October 24th, at New Utrecht High School at 7pm.  All are welcomed to attend.

Laurie Windsor inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Laurie Windsor to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Claudio DeMeo. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to adopt the minutes of the September 7, 2023, meeting amended to reflect Kerry Hines’ presence. Seconded by Sal D’Alessio. Unanimously adopted.



Disposition of Public Hearing

A motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to approve the capital and expense budget recommendations for fiscal year 2025 as presented. Seconded by Roy Jung. Unanimously adopted.

Laurie Windsor made a motion to table the street co-naming request for Avenue T and West 7th Street to Old Tbilisi Way. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Planning and Zoning Committee

Ross Brady, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning committee, advised that the committee met last night to discuss two agenda items. 

The committee in quorum heard a presentation on a proposed rezoning for 166 Kings Highway.  The applicant seeks to rezone the property of the former Del Rio diner from R6b to R7 to facilitate a 10-story building.  Currently they are permitted to build a 6-story building; however, the area surrounding the property is zoned R7A with building heights of 95 feet.  This building, if approved, would be 105 feet.  There were no other changes to the plan from when it was previously presented.  It is expected that the application will be certified in the next few months, and then will be subject to Uniform Land Use Review Procedure.

The second item discussed was Adult-Use Retail Cannabis Dispensary licenses.  On October 4, 2023, New York State opened the application window for the retail sale of cannabis.  

Community Board 11 received notification of five applications that were filed with the State to open dispensaries. The locations are 1736 Shore Parkway, 6617 18th Avenue, 6815 Bay Parkway, 1981 86 Street, and 2254 86 Street.  The board has 30-days to provide an opinion.  The planning and zoning committee unanimously voted to recommend a one time 30-day extension to provide an opportunity for a joint meeting of the planning and zoning committee and the public safety committee to discuss rubrics for review of these types of applications. 

Mr. Brady made a motion that the board support the recommendation of the committee for a 30-day extension.  Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.



Chairperson’s Report

Laurie Windsor thanked the Bensonhurst Center and Ed Lai for hosting tonight’s meeting and generously providing refreshments.

She reported that the Executive Committee met on September 27th to discuss multiple items including meeting locations, attendance, and meeting formats.
The consensus of the committee is to try and rotate meetings at several different locations within the community so that it is not in one geographic location. 

The committee also discussed board members’ attendance. She advised that to conduct business, we must have a quorum of appointed members present. A quorum is half plus one. Community Board 11’s bylaws state that members may be removed for substantial non-attendance at meetings for a period of 6 months.

The Executive Committee directed Marnee to send letters to members who have not attended meetings for more than a year to see if their circumstances have changed since their appointment.

We received no response from Youssef Tsouli, who has not responded to any communications from the board since appointment to the board.  Chairperson Windsor made a motion to remove Youssef Tsouli from the board for substantial non-attendance. Seconded by Man Wai Lau. Unanimously adopted.

She further advised that Janet Perry and Msgr. David Cassato have stepped down from the board. She thanked them for their years of service to the community.

Chairperson Windsor appointed Tim Law to fill the Chairperson vacancy on the Public Safety Committee.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia began her report by addressing the flooding issues raised at the public portion of the meeting.  She stated that on September 29th, we received over 5” of rain in a very short time. Since we were in the process of preparing our capital and expense recommendations, she mapped the 311 data relating to street flooding and sewer backups.  She advised her findings showed that flooding related calls were primarily clustered in the areas of Avenue P to 86 Street from West 9th Street to Stillwell Avenue, and 86th Street to Bath Avenue from Bay 31st to 26th Avenue.  
  
She further stated that while the board’s capital budget recommendations include infrastructure and resiliency priorities, the board may want to consider calling upon the Department of Environmental Protection to conduct a storm water drainage study of that area to identify adequate storm water management and capture.

In addition, the Chairperson has requested that the District Manager coordinate an on-site meeting with DEP. 

A motion was made by Robert Whittaker to call upon the Department of Environmental Protection to conduct a drainage study in the areas presented. Seconded by Claudio DeMeo. Unanimously adopted.

The District Manager addressed a recent article posted on the internet regarding permits filed for 8521 25th Avenue, for a new 6-story building with ground floor community facility and a hotel above.  The property is in a C8-2 zoning district and a hotel is a permitted use.  She advised that the district office has received no other information or notification regarding this property.

She further reported that yesterday the Mayor announced a plan to containerize waste at about 95% of residential properties across the five boroughs.  Beginning in the Fall of 2024, buildings with nine or fewer residential units will be required to place all trash in secured containers, and in specific official NYC bins beginning the summer of 2026. The official bins will be available via a vendor through a request for proposal, which was released yesterday.  The rule change was not yet released.

In closing, the District Manager advised that the Department of Transportation completed studies for the need of additional traffic controls and approved new traffic signals on 18th Avenue and 74th Street, 20th Avenue and 76 Street, and Bath Avenue and Bay 37th Street.

New Business

Sonia Valentin announced that on Tuesday, October 17th, the 62nd Precinct
Community Council will be holding their monthly meeting at 7 p.m. at Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue.

She further announced that the 62nd Precinct Community Council is participating in the Daffodil Project that commemorates those who died on September 11th and Covid-19.  Bulbs are available on the table for those interested in participating.

New Utrecht Public Library and the 62nd Precinct will be holding Halloween parties on October 31st.  Flyers are available.

Dr Tim Law announced that in partnership with Assemblyman Colton a voter registration drive will be held on October 14th.  Volunteers are needed.

Ross Brady announced that the Department of Buildings will be holding an online public hearing on November 20th regarding the requirement to have fire alarms when the property utilizes gas appliances.

A motion was made by Sonia Valentin to adjourn. Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.
