Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held Virtually on Thursday, May 4, 2023




Present: Reuvain Borchardt, Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Michael Garthaffner, Jeff Harris, William R. Guarinello, Edward Lai, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Alvin K. Li, Lorraine Mazzola, Albert Milone, Janet Perry, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung, Daniel Zurek, Marnee Elias-Pavia District Manager

Absent: Rosa Casella, Msgr. David Cassato, Angelo Cucuzza, Roy Jung, Lenny Salama, Kaise Sun, Youssef Tsouli, 

Excused: Angelo Bruno, Victoria Curto, Millie Choy, Catherine Daly, Chung Dick, Mohammed Elder, Kenneth Fu, Kerry Hines, Richard Kurtzer, Joudi Menafah, Anthony Salazar Vasquez, Nancy Sottile, Thao Truong, Tina Zeng

Elected Officials: Councilmember Ari Kagan, Senator Iwen Chu

Guests:  Captain Eddie Lau, Tom Cheng, Angela Pizzino, Fabiola Mendieta-Cuapio, Robert Giannone, Madeleine Montuori, Anna Treyerr-Simakova, Anila Cobo, Gabrielle Woods – CM Brannan, Itai Greenberg, Calli Law Clerk, Marianne Scott, Tambe John – New Utrecht Library, Lucy Mujica Diaz, Steven Dimino, Joanne Chen, Cynthia Christo, Detective Stephen Agosta, Pat, Diana Vasenko, Anthony Colorafi, Nossral Suva, Shirley Grant – CB 11 Staff, Nicole Mann – Senator Iwen Chu, Thomas Ng, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn District Attorney, AnnaMaria Rizzo, Denise Daniello


















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held Virtually on Thursday, May 4, 2023




The meeting was opened with Ross Brady having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion

Nicole Mann, representing Senator Iwen Chu, announced the opening of their district office located 6605 Fort Hamilton Parkway.  Residents can contact the office at 718-333-0311. 

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, advised that while the mayor reversed some budget cuts in the executive budget the libraries still face a potential loss of $36 million dollars.

She further announced upcoming programs and events, which can be found at www.bklynlibrary.org

Anna Treyerr-Simakova, representing the Georgian American Community, Diana Bagrationi Foundation, and the Nativity of the Theotokos Georgian Church, spoke regarding their initiative to rename the corner of Avenue T and West 7th Street to “Old Tbilisi”, the central neighborhood of Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia. She advised that they have collected 100’s of signatures in support of the street co-naming request.

Gabriel Woods, representing Councilmember Brannan, advised that their office is available to assist with any issues or concerns by calling 718-748-5200 or email at askJB@council.nyc.gov.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Andrew Windsor to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Ross Brady. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Ross Brady to accept the minutes of the April 3, 2023, meeting. Seconded by Laurie Windsor. Unanimously adopted.

Elected Officials

Senator Iwen Chu advised that while the official district office is opening the staff has been providing constituent services since January 2, 2023.  She further advised that the state budget includes funding of $30 million for the AAPI community, which invests in anti-Asian hate crime, as well as community development, education, and transportation.

Councilmember Ari Kagan thanked Marnee Elias-Pavia for participating in the 86th Street site visit with the Department of Sanitation.  He advised that the agency would increase service of the corner litter baskets, and Wildcat Services will provide cleaning services.

He further advised of the Ruth Bader Ginsberg hospital grand opening, formerly Coney Island Hospital, which will open to the public on May 7th.  He also invited the public to attend a Mother’s Day Celebration on May 17th at 6PM, at Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue.


Chairman’s Report

William R. Guarinello welcomed Alvin Li, a newly appointed board member.  He advised that the Borough President is in the process of onboarding new members, and we will see new members appointed between now and next month.

The Chairman advised that the Maimonides Bay Ridge Emergency Department located at the former Victory Memorial site is scheduled to open shortly.  The emergency department is a state-of-the-art facility that will provide 24/7 emergency care. This is not an urgent care facility for non-emergency conditions.

Mr. Guarinello thanked the Planning and Zoning Committee for their work in reviewing the recent land use applications and hosting public hearings.

He stated that it was his understanding that there were some political candidates present who were upset that they were asked to keep their comments apolitical.  The Chairman explained that we do not permit political campaigning or partisan politics at public meetings of Community Board 11 based upon the restrictions outlined in Chapter 68 of the Conflict-of-Interest law.  The law prohibits the use of any city resources for a non-city purpose. 

Nominating Committee

Sal D’Alessio, Chairman of the Nominating Committee submitted the following slate of Officers for the 2023-2024 term:

Chairperson – Laurie Windsor
				   1st Vice Chairperson – Ross Brady
				    2nd Vice Chairperson – Eileen LaRuffa
	                                    Secretary – Man Wai Lau
				   Treasurer – Ed Lai
				   Sergeant- At-Arms – Sonia Valentin

The Chairman inquired if there were any nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, the nominations were closed.


He further advised that next month’s meeting will be in-person on June 8th, at Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue.

In closing Mr. Guarinello recognized Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage month, as we celebrate during the month of May, the contributions and achievements of Asian Americans and Pacific Islander Americans.


District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that she attended an MTA Bridges and Tunnels briefing on the Verrazano Narrows Bridge improvement project, which includes widening the Eastbound Belt Parkway from the bridge exit to the Bay 8th Street exit, improving the westbound approach to the bridge, reconstruction of the Bay 8th Street exit and landscaping improvements. At Bay 8th Street there will be new ADA pedestrian access to the promenade, new access paths and significant landscaping and tree plantings.

The projects benefits include reducing on street traffic diversions from cars exiting the Belt at 92nd Street and travelling to Bay 8th Street, reduce congestion and collisions, reduce queuing from the bridge to Bay 8th Street, as well as park improvements. 

Contractors will begin mobilizing on Monday, May 8th and the work duration is 24 months. The contractor will maintain all traffic lanes on the Belt Parkway during peak travel times. They do anticipate overnight lane closures.  The Bay 8th Street interchange will be constructed in stages to minimize impacts to traffic, and they will limit closures to the eastbound on/off ramp to 4 weekends.  Local detours will be established to Bay Parkway with plenty of advance notice and signage.

Pedestrian detours will occur in spring 2024 with a 60-day max duration, with contractor penalties for late completion.

The District Manager thanked Councilmember Kagan for the opportunity to participate in the walk-through of 86th Street with DSNY to discuss the ongoing garbage issues and vendors.  She advised that the mayor recently transferred vendor enforcement from the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection to the Department of Sanitation so moving forward they will be conducting outreach, education, and enforcement.  

The other issue addressed is the improper disposal of household garbage on the corners, in and surrounding the corner litter baskets.  While this isn’t widespread along 86th Street, there are hot spots. The agency needs to address these locations otherwise we will never get rid of the rats.

She further advised that the Planning and Zoning Committee has scheduled an in-person public hearing on June 1, 2023, at Il Centro, 8711 18 Avenue at 7PM, for a variance and special permit for 2170 McDonald Avenue and 321 Avenue T. 

The applicant has an existing variance for the pre-school located in an M1-1 zoning district and they are seeking to enlarge the premises contrary to the rear yards required along a district boundary and a special permit and variance to permit the construction of a school in a M1-1 zoning district.


The Department of Transportation will be paving the district during the spring/summer season.  There are 20 locations, which we shared in the newsletter.  Once DOT schedules the individual locations it will be shared.

Planning and Zoning Committee

Ross Brady, Co-Chairperson of the Planning and Zoning committee, advised that a very well attended public hearing was held on 1421 86th Street, for a proposed 9-story building.  The applicant’s representative presented at the public hearing as a six-story building, which drew overwhelmingly negative comments. The applicant has since withdrawn the application.

He further advised that the committee met to hear an informational presentation by the Brooklyn Borough President’s land use division on the Brooklyn Comprehensive Plan. 

The presentation provided an overview of their methodology in comprehensive planning and gave us an opportunity to have a little back and forth and to speak on issues regarding our community and how that may or may not fit into development.
The plan can be viewed on the Borough President's website.  

Old Business

Reuvain Borchardt addressed the 86th Street garbage and litter issue and inquired if multilingual signs could be posted.

The District Manager advised that we have done saturation mailings relating to sanitation rules translated into multiple languages.  The issue that we are seeing on 86th Street is related to improper disposal of residential garbage in the corner litter baskets.  It is not a widespread issue.

New Business 

Dr .Tim Law announced several events that will be held at the Chinese American Social Services, 124 Avenue O.  Anyone interested in additional information should contact him.

Sonia Valentin advised that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will meet on Tuesday, May 16th at 7PM. The location to be decided, anyone interested in joining their mailing list should contact PCT62ndCC@aol.com.

The 86th Street Bensonhurst Festival will take place on Sunday, June 11th for 10am-6pm, on 86th Street from 19th Avenue to Bay Parkway.

Captain Eddie Lau, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, urged the community to attend the community council meeting.  He wished everyone a happy Mother’s Day.

The Chairman inquired if there was any other new business.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Rabbi Pollack to adjourn. Seconded by Janet Perry. Unanimously adopted.


