Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held virtually on Monday, April 3, 2023, at 7PM




Present: Reuvain Borchardt, Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Michael Garthaffner, William R. Guarinello, Jeffrey Harris, Edward Lai, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Lorraine Mazzola, Janet Perry, Lenny Salama, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung
Marnee Elias-Pavia – District Manager

Absent: Rosa Casella, Msgr. David Cassato, Lilibeth Chang, Salvatore D’Alessio, Roy Jung, Albert Milone, Ahmed Nasser, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Briar Sambolin, Karen Sardell, Kaise Sun, Antonio Troia, Youssef Tsouli, Linda Zhang, Daniel Zurek

Guests: Christine Tse – Federation of Italian American Organizations, Denise Daniello, Nicole Mann – Senator Chu, Jeannine Cherichetti – Councilmember Kagan, Assemblymember William Colton, Michell Argus, Annette Careccia, Itai Greenberg, Ricky Huang, Brooklyn Chinese American Association, Kathleen Astarita, Julia Reavely, Jessie Guan, Tambe John – New Utrecht Public Library, Andrea Scanni, Ethan Nash – Brooklyn Borough President, Gabrielle Woods – Councilmember Brannan, Bryan Gross – Councilmember Alexa Aviles, Shirley Grant – CB 11























Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held virtually on Monday, April 3, 2023, at 7PM



The meeting was opened with Andrew Windsor having the honor of the pledge.

Moment of Silence

Laurie Windsor requested a moment of silence for Elizabeth Perez, who was killed by a driver at the intersection of 63rd Street and Dahill Road, Stancho Stanchev and Betty Yuet Leung, who were killed by a driver at the intersection of 18th Avenue and 64th Street, and Joseph Guarinello, brother of Bill Guarinello, who passed away.

Public Portion 

Bryan Gross, representing Councilmember Alexa Aviles, announced upcoming events taking place in the council district and advised that the Councilmember drafted legislation regarding truck routes.  Int. 708 would require the Department of Transportation to redesign truck route network to improve safety, increase visibility, reduce traffic congestion, and reduce vehicle miles traveled. A hearing is scheduled for April 10, 2023, at 1PM.

Tambe Jon, representing New Utrecht Public Library, announced programs taking place at the library. She urged those interested to visit their website, www.bklynlibrary.org or call 718-718-236-4086.

Jeannine Cherichetti, representing Councilmember Ari Kagan, advised that the office is working with the Police Department to remove derelict vehicles from our streets. If there are vehicles that need removal, please email J.Cherichett@council.nyc.gov  She further announced events that took place within the council district.

Gabrielle Woods, representing Councilmember Justin Brannan, introduced herself and reminded residents that they should contact their office with any issues or concerns by calling 718-748-5200, or email askJB@council.nyc.gov 

Chairman Guarinello inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Andrew Windsor to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Eileen LaRuffa. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to accept the minutes of the March 9, 2023 meeting. Seconded by Ross Brady. Unanimously adopted.



Presentation

Christina Tse, Federation of Italian American Organizations, and Ricky Huang, Brooklyn Chinese American Association, the recipients of the Department of Small Business Services, Avenue NYC Commercial Revitalization Grants,a Power Point presentation on the CDNA, which highlights the existing business landscape, physical environment, and unique character of the commercial corridors and local businesses. Each CDNA is completed in partnership with local community- based organizations, and includes analysis of the storefront and retail mix, door-to-door merchant surveys, consumer and shopper surveys, and in-depth inventory of street scape conditions that affect the shopping experience.

The preliminary findings identified the needs and opportunities for local neighborhood revitalization, with recommendations for merchant organizing, public programming, district marketing and streetscape enhancements.

Chairman’s Report

William R. Guarinello appointed the following members to serve on the 2023-2024 Nominating Committee: Sal D’Alessio - Chairperson, Claudio DeMeo, Lorraine Mazzola, and Janet Perry.  The committee will provide a report at the May meeting and the election of officers will take place at the June meeting.

Mr. Guarinello instructed the Nominating Committee not to consider him for the Chairperson position.

He further reported that at last month’s meeting it was reported that the Department of City Planning certified a land use application to rezone 1401, 1421 and 1435 86th Street from an R4/C2-2 zoning district to a R7A/C2-4 zoning district.  

An in-person public hearing has been scheduled for Monday, April 24th at 7PM, Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue and the May general board meeting has been scheduled for May 4th.

In closing, the Chairman reminded board members whose term expired on March 31, 2023, that they continue to serve until otherwise notified.  

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that notification was received by the Department of Transportation regarding the installation of a truck loading zone on the north side of 86 Street between Bay 31 Street and Bay 32 Street, which should help to alleviate the double-parked trucks along this busy corridor.  The regulation will be in effect Monday through Saturday, 7AM-7PM.

She further advised that BK11 Sanitation District Superintendent James DiSalvo has been promoted to Assistant Chief and transferred out of the district.  She thanked him for his past partnership and congratulated him on his promotion.  A new Superintendent has not yet been assigned.
The Department of Sanitation will provide a special Passover collection on Wednesday, April 5th beginning at 6AM.  In addition, Alternate Side Parking will be suspended from Thursday, April 6th, and April 7th.  Meters are in effect.

The District Manager advised that the district office has received multiple raw sewage odor complaints on Bath Avenue and Bay 16th Street.  She stated that this has been an ongoing issue with the first complaints made in 2015. The Department of Environmental Protection originally claimed that there was an issue with the manhole cover over the regulator, which was repaired and did not resolve the issue. The board prioritized this location in the capital budget priorities and repeatedly called upon the previous administration to meet with the board to understand the cause and a potential fix. Unfortunately, they were unresponsive; however, this administration is in the process of scheduling an onsite meeting and she is hopeful that we can find a resolution to this issue.

In closing, the District Manager advised that Bath Beach Park playground recently re-opened to the public following a $5.4 million reconstruction project with funds secured by Councilmember Brannan.

Disposition of Public Hearings

Ross Brady, Co-Chairperson of the Planning and Zoning Committee, advised that the committee met on March 28, 2023, to review two applications which were the subject of well attended public hearings held on March 9, 2023.

As to the first application, 1656 West 10th Street, the committee recommends approval of the application with the recommendation that the applicant add additional parking, sustainability measures, and include provisions of internal garbage collection.

A motion was made by Andrew Windsor to accept the committee’s recommendation as presented. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Mr. Brady advised that the second application, 7120 New Utrecht Avenue, seeks to rezone from a R5/C2 to C4-4L to facilitate the development of a 9-story building.  The committee had concerns regarding the bulk, density, existing infrastructure, school capacity and the out-of-character development and recommends disapproval.

A motion was made by Jeffrey Harris to recommend disapproval of the application. Seconded by Andrew Windsor. The vote was 22 -1.  Motion carried.

Transportation Committee

Laurie Windsor, Chairperson of the Transportation Committee, advised that the committee recently met with the Department of Transportation to receive an update on the 17th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge reconstruction project.  

The committee previously requested updates but we did recieve.  We were further advised that there has been difficulty with the contractor, and DOT issued a stop work order, and requested that the contractor brings in a new management team, which they have done. 

The committee also heard a presentation by representatives of DOT’s Car Share Program and Zipcar. They are installing 4 Zipcar locations in the district located at 1853 Cropsey Avenue, 2215 Bath Avenue, 7201 20th Avenue, and 7901 18th Avenue.

The committee had many questions regarding the program including alternate side street parking, which they are exempt from, but they are required to clean the area, whether the site selection includes metered areas, which is excluded, and parking enforcement. Additionally, the committee was concerned that the selected sites were too close together.  

New Business

Sonia Valentin thanked William Guarinello for his years of service to the community.  

Dr. Law announced that there would be a Spring festival in Seth Low Park on Sunday, April 9th at 11 AM. 

Old Business

Robert Whittaker advised that during the Brooklyn Bus Redesign meeting, we had requested outreach and pop-up sites in the district.  The District Manager responded that we were told there would be locations on Bay Parkway, but she will clarify.

On motion the meeting was adjourned.


