Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held Virtually on Thursday, January 12, 2023, at 7PM




Present: Reuvain Borchardt, Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Angelo Cucuzza, Sal D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Michael Garthaffner, William R. Guarinello, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Eileen LaRufffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Lorraine Mazzola, Janet Perry, Lenny Salama, Kaise Sun, Sonia Valentin, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung

Councilman Ari Kagan

Excused: Rabbi Gary Pollack, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Rosa Casella, Msgr. David Cassato, Lilibeth Chang, Victoria Curto, Edward Lai, Albert Milone, Ahmed Nasser, Briar Sambolin, Karen Sardell, Antonio Troia, Youssef Tsouli, Robert Whittaker, Linda Zhang

Guests: Senator Iwen Chu, Inspector Roberto Melendez – 62nd Precinct/PBBS, Anastasia Yaskova – Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, Detective Stephen Agosta – 62nd Precinct, Denise Daniello, Sergey Chuprik – NYC Comptroller, Paul Laguerre – Brooklyn District Attorney, Danielle Shapiro – Highlawn Branch  Brooklyn Public Library,  Tom Cheng, Patrick Connolly, Venus Scantlebury – Civilian Complaint Review Board, Tambe John – New Utrecht Public Library, Michell Argus, Wai Chan – Homecrest Community Services, Christopher Greif, Susan Zhuang – Assemblymember Colton, Shirley Grant – CB11 Staff, Nicole Mann – Senator Chu, Rose Jahi – Civilian Complaint Review Board, Bryan Gross – Councilmember Aviles, Ching Ho, Heidi Chan, Assemblymember Lester Chang, Dmitriy Kugel

















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held Virtually on Thursday, January 12, 2023, at 7PM



The meeting was opened with Ross Brady having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion

Danielle Shapiro, representing Brooklyn Public Library “BPL” Highlawn branch, spoke regarding the BPL home internet access program, which provides a $30 credit for those who qualify, and the Outreach Programs that BPL offers.  For more information on the many services that are offered at the Brooklyn Public Libraries, please visit www.bklynlibrary.org. 

Waiyee Chan, representing Homecrest Community Services, a local non-profit that has been in the community for over 25 years, announced the opening of their new location at 6915 15th Avenue.  The new community center provides senior services, community events, and youth leadership programs. She invited the community to come visit and offered to host community events.

Jahi Rose, the Director of Outreach for the “CCRB” Civilian Complaint Review Board, a New York City agency, spoke regarding their role and the types of complaints that they address. He introduced Venus Scantlebury, the new Brooklyn coordinator.

Venus Scantlebury, the Brooklyn Outreach Coordinator for the Civilian Complaint Review Board, introduced herself and advised of their upcoming May board meeting.  Additional meeting information will be shared, as well as other events.

Christoper Greif, a disability advocate, advised of  MTA  accessibility programs and features. He advised that if interested, presentations are available on the OMNY Reduced Fare program through MTA Government Affairs.

He further urged the community to review the Draft Brooklyn Bus Redesign proposal and submit comments to the MTA.

Tambe John, representing New Utrecht Public Library, advised that the branch is offering Study Hall on Mondays and Fridays from 3PM-5PM, for ages 13 and up, Chess Workshops on Tuesday from 4PM-5PM, for children under 12, and Mandarin Chinese Storytime on Thursdays from 10:30AM-11:15AM, for ages up to 5.

Mr. Guarinello inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to accept the minutes of the December 13, 2022, meeting. Seconded by Ross Brady. Unanimously adopted.

Elected Officials

Assemblyman Colton spoke regarding the MTA’s Draft Brooklyn Bus Design plan and has heard concerns from Kingsborough Community College students regarding the proposed changes to the B49, as well as neighborhood concerns regarding the X27 and X28 express buses. He will be reviewing their plan and has concerns that the community may not be aware of these proposals.

In closing he wished all a happy new year and a happy lunar new year.
 
Senator Chu and staffer Nicole Mann announced that on February 4th, from 11AM-1PM, there will be a Sothern Brooklyn Lunar New Year celebration with 30 Asian community groups at New Utrecht High School.  All are welcomed to attend.

They further advised that the team is multilingual and will have mobile office hours at New Utrecht Public Library on Thursdays, from 11AM-2PM. The staff can be reached at 718-333-0311 or email IwenChu@nysenate.gov

Councilmember Ari Kagan advised that he is visiting the schools in the district to determine their needs.  

One of the concerns that he hears is the need for public safety and clean streets.  He advised that sanitation conditions are improving on 86th Street but more work needs to be done to improve cleanliness and accessibility.  

62nd Precinct

Mr. Guarinello introduced Inspector Melendez, who is the interim Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, until a permanent Captain is assigned.

Inspector Melendez advised that he is the borough administrator for Brooklyn South, and for the past two months he has had the privilege to be in the 62nd Precinct.  He congratulated the men and women of the 62nd Precinct for the fantastic job they do daily, as well as the community leaders and partners.

He advised that for the 28-day period crime is down across the board.

He thanked Dr. Law and Marnee Elias-Pavia, for speaking to the new police officers that were assigned to the precinct.  


Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello provided an update on 2147 Bath Avenue, the site of the proposed homeless shelter. He advised that the district office is receiving inquiries from the community regarding construction at the location. As previously reported the Department of Social Services advised that the location is no longer being considered for a shelter.

On December 20th, the property owner renewed their permits for their previously approved plans for 4, three family homes on the merged lots. Permits are valid through August 21, 2023.

The Chairman advised that the district office received notification that a land use application has been filed by Brooklyn Yards Development requesting a zoning map amendment to facilitate a new mixed- use development over the railroad tracks in an area roughly bounded by 14th and 16th Avenue and 59th and 61st Streets.  

The development is in Community District 12; however, the zoning map amendment falls into a small portion of our district along our shared boundary of 61st Street between New Utrecht Avenue and 15th Avenue. The application is not certified and has not been referred to the board.

He further reported that today the mayor released the preliminary budget for fiscal year 2024, and we should receive the responses to the board’s capital and expense budget recommendations.  Once received it will be sent to the board for comments and a formal response. 

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised the US Army Corps of Engineers is holding a public meeting on the NY/NJ Harbor Coastal Storm Risk Management Study.  At this meeting they will present the draft integrated feasibility report, the tier 1 environmental impact statement and the tentatively selected plan.

The purpose of the study is to determine the feasibility of constructing a technically feasible, environmentally acceptable, and economically justified project that will manage coastal storm risk while supporting the Study Area’s economic and community resilience. 

The need for the NYNJHAT Study derives from the significant and widespread damage to communities, infrastructure, and the economy caused by coastal storms.  Hurricane Sandy (2012) highlighted a need for a comprehensive and collaborative evaluation of coastal storm risk to communities along the Atlantic Coast. 

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 17th from 2-4 PM and 6-8 PM, at CB 18, 1097 Bergen Avenue.  There will be additional meetings planned around the study area.

The District Manager reported that the board received notification that an application for a new liquor license will be filed with the State Liquor Authority for 2156-2158 Bath Avenue, including the rear yards. Last February, the Department of Buildings denied a request for a letter of no objection to use 2158 Bath Avenue as an eating drinking establishment.  The 2156 Bath Avenue storefront is being used as an event space, which there is no letter of objection or a certificate of occupancy.  

A motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to send a letter to the New York State Liquor Authority that Community Board 11 cannot support the application until the applicant resolves outstanding issues and receives a letter of no objection for 2156-2158 Bath Avenue,  from the Department of Buildings. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

She further advised that as part of the FY 2023 State Budget, the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law was amended to allow applicants to provide the required 30-day advanced notice to their community board via email, provided the community board elects to accept notices via email. 

Prior to this change, applicants were required to provide notification by certified mail, return receipt, overnight delivery service with proof of mailing or personal service upon the office.

A motion was made by Ross Brady to accept the 30-day required advance notice from applicants via email. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

In closing she advised there will be no trash or recycling collection on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday January 16, 2023. Residents who normally receive Monday trash or recycling collection may place their material at the curb between 4 PM and midnight Monday evening for collection starting Tuesday, January 17. Alternate side parking will be suspended on Monday, January 16th and on Saturday, January 21st for Lunar New Year. Meters in effect.

New Business

Sonia Valentin advised that the next meeting of the 62nd Precinct Community Council will take place on Tuesday, January 17th at 7:30PM.  If anyone would like to be added to the Community Council or the Friends of New Utrecht Library mailing list, please email SVArts2021@aol.com.

Reuvain Borchardt followed-up with last month’s request to remove the no parking around the JCH on Bay Parkway and on 79th Street during night times.

The District Manager advised that she did file a formal request with the Department of Transportation and they advised that they need a letter of no objection from the JCH since they made the original signage request.

Dr. Law advised that there is an Asian woman sleeping in front of the Supermarket on 86th Street and 18th Avenue. He advised that he spoke with her, and she doesn’t want to go home, she wants to stay on the street.

He further advised that he is going to contact the Department of Social Services to determine what services are available.  

The District Manager advised that for over 4-years she has been working with the local elected official to try and get this woman to accept resources.  There have been countless engagements with the Department of Social Services and Homeless Outreach and the woman refuses services.

Dr. Law announced there will be a Lunar New Year Parade on 18th Avenue, on Sunday, January 29th at 11AM.  All are invited to participate.

Laurie Windsor advised that Rep. Malliotakis’ office has requested that the Army Corps of Engineers host a future meeting in our neighborhood. When she receives any information, she will share.

The Chairman inquired if there was any other new business. Hearing none, a motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to adjourn. Seconded by Man Wai Lau. Unanimously adopted.


