Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held Virtually on Thursday, October 13, 2022, at 7PM




Present: Reuvain Borchardt, Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Rosa Casella, Lilibeth Chang, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Salvatore D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Michael Garthaffner, William R. Guarinello, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Edward Lai, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Janet Perry, Kaise Sun, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung, Daniel Zurek

Absent: Msgr. David Cassato, Albert Milone, Ahmed Nasser, Briar Sambolin, Karen Sardell, Antonio Troia, Youseff Tsouli, Linda Zhang

Excused: Eileen LaRuffa, Lorraine Mazzola, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Lenny Salama

Guests: Councilmember Ari Kagan, Nancy Lulu – Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, Sergey Chuprik – NYC Comptroller’s Office, Denise Daniello, Tom Cheng, Nathalie Huang, Mary Coretto, Stephen Agosta, Renee Mitchell, Jeannine Cherichetti – Council Member Kagan, Trace L., Dena Wurman, Tambe John – New Utrecht Public Library, Danny Sanitago, Susan Zhang – Assemblymember Colton, Patrick Connolly, Detective Vendra, Frank Fontana – Department of Buildings, Fatmeh Abdelaziz – Muslim American Society, Mike Chan, Miriam Vasquez, Edward Cerna – Councilmember Aviles, Ro Smith, Bryan Gross – Councilmember Aviles, Ethan Nash – Brooklyn Borough President, Hannah Weinerman – Congressman Nadler, Sotir Zhupa, Cathleen Dagata



















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held Virtually on Thursday, October 13, 2022, at 7PM



Mr. Guarinello welcomed everyone to tonight’s virtual meeting and advised that the meeting format was amended under the emergency executive order due to health concerns and the likelihood that a quorum could not be reached.  The meeting is being recorded and livestreamed to www.facebook.com/brooklyncb11 

The meeting was opened with Roy Jung having the honor of the pledge.


Public Hearing
[bookmark: _Hlk118114878]
I. [bookmark: _Hlk116557394]Draft of Community Board 11’s Capital and Expense Budget recommendations for Fiscal Year 2024.


Chairman Guarinello inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Jeffrey Harris to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Michael Garthaffner. Unanimously adopted.

Public Portion 

Ethan Nash, representing Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso, introduced himself and advised that moving forward he would be attending the monthly meetings.  If anyone has any questions regarding the work of the Borough President’s office, he will be available following the meeting.

Renee Mitchell, Executive Director of a non-profit Breaking the Cycle Drop Corp., and neighborhood resident, spoke regarding the strong sewer odors on Bath Avenue and Bay 16th Street.

She further discussed the garbage issues, rodent issues and homeless people on 86th Street, some who appear to have mental health issues. She stated that a safe haven is needed, as well as the implementation of Kendra’s Law. 

Hannah Weinerman, representing Congressman Nadler, advised there was an announcement in August regarding the plan to address student debt relief.  The application to apply for that student debt relief should be released in October, on www.studentaid.gov.  Additionally, if you have a public service loan or if you're part of the Public service loan forgiveness program, there is a time limited change to the program itself.  Those interested in learning more should visit www.studentaid.gov 

She further advised that the open enrollment for Medicare health plans or Medicare Advantage plans part C will open on October 15th through December 7th. More information is available on www.medicare.gov

Nancy Lulu, representing Brooklyn District Attorney Gonzalez, advised that October is domestic violence awareness month. The District Attorney’s Office has resources available through the Domestic Violence Bureau,718-250-3300, the Brooklyn Family Justice Center, 718-250-5111, and NYC’s 24/7 Domestic Violence Hotline, 1-800-621-HOPE.

In closing, she advised that if there are any issues that need to be addressed with the District Attorney’s office, residents should contact the Action Center at 718-250-2340.

Tambe John, the Branch Manager for New Utrecht Public Library, announced that the library is offering immigration consultations, legal services, and information sessions, which are available with ActionNYC and Immigrant Justice Corps (IJC) at Brooklyn Public Library. To schedule an individual consultation, call 718.230.2007 or email immigrantservices@bklynlibrary.org

She further announced the various programs that are offered and can be found at www.brooklynlibrary.org 

Bryan Gross, representing Councilmember Aviles, announced that they would be hosting a virtual forum with the Department of Environmental Protection on Tuesday, October 25th from 6pm – 7:30 pm, and a virtual Civic series, on Thursday, October 27th from 6pm to 7:30 pm, and the District 38 Open House, on Thursday, October 20th from 6pm -8pm, at the district office located at 4417 4th Avenue. All are welcome to attend.

Frank Fontana, representing the Department of Buildings Community Engagement Unit, announced resources are available for property and/or business owners at Building After Hours, formerly Customer Service Night, which is held every Tuesday from 4pm to 7 pm, at the Brooklyn Borough Office.  He further announced additional resources and programs that can be found on their website www.nyc.gov/buildings 

Patrick Connolly, representing residents of 16th Avenue and Bay 13th Street, introduced himself and advised that the residents are interested in improving quality of life and lowering crime rates in the area. 

Sotir Zhupa, a community resident, spoke regarding parking issues, specifically near his home, which is located near a school. He advised that school buses park and take up multiple parking spaces, as well as commercial vehicles.

Mr. Guarinello inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Jeffrey Harris to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Sonia Valentin. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Jeffrey Harris to accept the minutes of the June 9, 2022, meeting and September 8, 2022, public hearing. Seconded by Alan Esses. Unanimously adopted.

Disposition of Public Hearings


I. Draft of Community Board 11’s Capital and Expense Budget recommendations for Fiscal Year 2024.

A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to approve the capital and expense budge recommendations for fiscal year 2024 as presented. Seconded by Sal D’Alessio. Unanimously adopted.

II. BSA Calendar # 2022-47-BZ
                2052 63rd Street
                Block 5542 Lot 27

The applicant seeks a special permit to enlarge an existing single family home contrary to the side yard requirements.

The Chairman advised that no objections were voiced at the public hearing held on September 8, 2022.

A motion was made by Ross Brady to approve the application as presented. Seconded by Sal D’Alessio. Unanimously adopted.

Assemblymember William Colton

The Assemblymember advised that he met with Deputy Mayor Phil Banks and had the opportunity to discuss the community’s opposition to the proposed homeless shelter at 137 Kings Highway, and the obstacles that this site would pose to the proposed development of affordable housing at 166 Kings Highway. 

He further advised that there would be a rally on October 30th at 2pm, at the site of the proposed shelter.

The Assemblyman announced that his district office will be distributing goody bags on Halloween. Staff will be distributing in front of 155 Kings Highway.

Councilmember Ari Kagan

Councilmember Kagan thanked everyone for joining him at the Columbus Day parade.
. 
He was pleased to announce that he has secured funding for the parade and the Federation of Italian American Organizations.  

He further addressed the issues associated with the 86th Street commercial corridor and advised that a walkthrough was conducted with the Department of Sanitation Commissioner Tisch, and he has allocated funding for Wildcat, who provides supplemental sanitation services on the corridor.

The Councilman advised that he met with the Department of Social Services and Breaking Ground to conduct homeless outreach on 86th Street, and unfortunately the services are not accepted.

Councilman Kagan advised that his office received many complaints regarding the mobile toilets that the Parks Department placed in front of Garibaldi Playground, due to the closure of the bathrooms because of electrical issues.  This issue has been ongoing and the timeline for repairs is too long. 

In the interim the mobile bathrooms were relocated to the other side of the park.

In closing, he advised that he is hosting a townhall meeting on November 17th.  Additional information will be available shortly.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello advised that the board recently received from the Department of City Planning an Environmental Assessment Statement for the proposed rezoning of 2525 65th Street (Dahill Funeral Home).  The applicant is requesting to rezone the area from an M1-1 and R5B district to an R7-2/C2-4 district. The rezoning would permit the creation of a 13-story mixed use building consisting of 155 units, local retail, medical office and 162 parking spaces.

The Chairman stated that recent development trends including as-of-right development and proposed discretionary actions will collectively add 1169 residential units and 875 parking spaces.  While he recognizes the need for housing, he stated that we also need the Department of City Planning to conduct a comprehensive review of the district to assess the need for additional core services, as well as infrastructure needs to determine the ability to support added growth.

He advised that we have highlighted this need in the Capital and Expense Budget recommendations and the District Manager is contacting our new liaison at the Department of City Planning to discuss and invite them to meet with the Planning & Zoning Committee.  

Chairman Guarinello advised that Election Day is fast approaching, Tuesday, November 8, 2022.  Polls are open from 6am – 9pm.  Early voting begins October 29th though November 6th.  

Those interested can request an absentee ballot online or by mail until October 24th, and voters can find their polling locations via www.vote.nyc

The Chairman addressed the challenges relating to this community’s street homeless population and the homeless epidemic in New York City. He stated that many of the homeless on our streets would rather stay on the street than go to a shelter. This crisis is compounded by those with mental health issues and the migrants being bussed to NYC. The mayor and his administration need to formulate a comprehensive plan to address this crisis.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia addressed the issue of sewer odors that was brought forward at the public portion of the meeting. She advised that she has been working on this issue with the area residents who reside in the vicinity of Bath Avenue and Bay 16th Street, and this is again a top priority in our capital and expense budge recommendations.

She stated that this issue has been brought to the attention of the Department of Environmental Protection and they are not addressing the matter. 

The District Manager explained that our sewer pipes are a combined sewer system, which means that rainwater and sewage mixes together in the same pipes. When we have a heavy rainfall, the pipes cannot handle the flow and the regulator at Bay 16th Street, directs the stormwater and wastewater water either to Owls Head wastewater treatment plant or is discharged into Gravesend Bay. 

Some time ago, DEP claimed that the odors were escaping into the community due to the manhole cover over the regulator. That was repaired and it hasn't resolved the issue.

She urged residents to file complaints via 311 to document the odors when they happen.

The District Manager reported that in response to community complaints regarding unpassable sidewalks and displays set-up and sold in the street on 86th Street between Bay Parkway and 23rd Avenue, the Department of Sanitation conducted 2 street obstruction sweeps in July.

In addition, there were 2 multi-agency operations on 86th Street to address the vendors who are blocking the sidewalks, crosswalks, mailboxes, bus stops, and the train station entrances on 86 Street and Bay Parkway. The  Department of Sanitation since January 1st,  issued 500 summonses along that segment.

She further advised that two of our local non-profits, Brooklyn Chinese American Assn.  and the Federation of Italian American Organizations, have been awarded funding through the NYC Department of Small Business Services, Avenue NYC Grant Program. This program awards grants up to 3 years and dedicates funding for a full-time program manager, assists grantees in completing a Commercial Needs Assessment, and financially supports projects informed by Needs Assessment Findings.

She stated that we have a new Administration and a different focus to recover from the pandemic. She looks forward to working with the community-based organizations, as well as our commercial development committee to provide any available resources and support.  

The District Manager thanked Councilman Kagan and Anastasia from the Mayor's Office, as well as our community and agency partners working with us to tackle this issue. While there is a lot more work to do there is some progress. 

DM Elias-Pavia advised that on June 15, 2022, the Department of Transportation presented the Safe Routes to Transit – 86th Street capital project.  The project spans from 19th Avenue to 25th Avenue, a vision zero priority corridor. The project focuses on new bus bulbs and ADA accessible waiting areas, curb extensions, new benches, bike racks and wayfinding at select locations. 

In response to the Transportation Committee’s concerns regarding the proposal to consolidate the westbound 19th Avenue bus stop, with the Bay 20th Street stop, which was previously removed due to safety and operational concerns. The Department of Transportation has discussed the concerns with the Department of Design and Construction and NYC Transit and agreed to maintain the 19th Avenue bus stop and will construct a bus pad and bus bulb.

The project also includes DEP infrastructure upgrades designed to alleviate flooding.  

They will upgrade/replace storm sewers at 86th Street and 24 Avenue and 86th Street and 23rd Avenue, and upgrade/replace combined sewers on 86th Street between Bay 20 St and 19 Avenue, 86 Street between 20 Avenue and Bay 25 Street and the trench restoration on 20th Avenue between 86 Street and Bath Avenue.

The final design will be completed in Fall 2023, and the target date for construction start is Fall 2025 with a 2-year duration.

She further advised that the DOT announced that on Monday, October 17th they will continue working on the17th Avenue Pedestrian Bridge. There will be overnight, double-lane closures weeknights 10-17 through 11-3, on the westbound lanes.

The Department of Sanitation will be offering seasonal leaf collection to turn them into compost, on Sunday, November 20th, and Sunday, December 4th, 2022. Free leaf bags are available in the district office.

There will be a volunteer led clean-up hosted by TasteofwasteNYC on Bay Parkway at the water’s edge on Sunday, October 23, 2022, from 10:30 – 2:30 pm.  Volunteers are welcomed and needed.  You can email tasteofwastenyc@gmail.com for more info.

The Department of Design and Construction notified the board that they are designing non-standard pedestrian ramps at the following locations: West 4th Street and Kings Highway, 76th Street and 18th Avenue, Quentin Road & West 2nd Street, 65th Street and Avenue O, and 21st Avenue and Cropsey Avenue.

New Business

Sonia Valentin announced that the 62nd Precinct Community Council will meet on Tuesday, October 18th at 7:30 pm, at Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue.  On Halloween they will be distributing candy in front of the 62nd Precinct, from 3:30 pm – 5 pm.

The Sector C Neighborhood Coordinating Officers will hold a Build the Block meeting on Saturday, October 29th at 12:30 pm, at Il Centro.

She further advised that on Wednesday, November 16th, from 11am to 2pm, the 62nd Precinct sponsored by the Bensonhurst Rehabilitation Center, and hosted by Il Centro, will be holding a breast cancer awareness brunch.  

Dr. Tim Law announced that he is teaching a Chinese language class for those interested in learning the language.  The class is free and held every Saturday from 10am to noon, at Intermediate School 96, 99 Avenue P.

Jeffrey Harris spoke regarding the lack of litter receptacles on 18th Avenue between 76th Street and 66th Street and the lack of enforcement of bikes, especially e-bikes, riding on the sidewalks.

Mr. Guarinello advised that the receptacles were removed years ago, due to fiscal constraints and the reductions of collection services.  The corner baskets were overflowing with residential and commercial garbage and the area is cleaner without the receptacles.

The District Manager advised that the board recently received a request to remove the remaining corner receptacles due to the misuse and improper disposal. She advised that she would advise Sanitation Enforcement of the conditions in the area and would advise Deputy Inspector Chen of the e-bike riding on sidewalk concerns.

There was further discussion on the responsibilities of the commercial properties and the lack of garbage receptacles for their tenants.


The Chairman inquired if there was any other new business. Hearing none, a motion was made by Sonia Valentin to adjourn.  Seconded by Man Wai Lau. Unanimously adopted.


