[bookmark: _Hlk96673901]Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Thursday, February 10, 2022, at 7PM
Via Zoom Videoconference




Present: Bart Allegretti, Ross Brady, Jay Brown, Rosa Casella, Vincent Chirico, Iwen Chu, Salvatore D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses, Leon Freue, Michael Garthaffner, William R. Guarinello, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Edward Lai, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Lorraine Mazzola, Janet Perry, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Briar Sambolin, Sonia Valentin, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Nicholas Zimmitti

Assemblymember William Colton, Councilmember Ari Kagan

Absent: Sofia Annunziata, Reuvain Borchardt, Lilibeth Chang, Victoria Curto, Linda Dalton, Paul DiSpirito, Charles Farrauto, John Garvey, Laura Gottlieb, Albert Milone, Nicholas Miraglia, Ahmed Nasser, Lenny Salama, Karen Sardell, Antonio Troia, Robert Whittaker, Sai Chuen Yeung, Linda Zhang, Daniel Zurek

Excused: Ruben Colon, Angelo Cucuzza

Guests: Michael Kang, Sergey Chuprik – NYC Comptroller, Libby Silber – Senator Gounardes, Shlomo Balanka, Jeannine Cherichetti – Councilmember Kagan, Danielle Shapiro – Brooklyn Public Library Highlawn , Nancy Lulu – Brooklyn District Attorney, Captain Tao Chen – 62nd Precinct, Yi Liang Lu – W and L Group, Tambe John Brooklyn Public Library New Utrecht, Denise Daniello, Richard Lobel – Sheldon Lobel PC, Pat Capuano, Frank Fontana – Department of Buildings, Shirley Grant – CB 11, Kevin Williams – Equity Environmental, Nancy Tong – Assemblymember Colton, Domenic Recchia, Malik Hassan – Muslim American Society















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Thursday, February 10, 2022, at 7PM
Via Zoom Videoconference


The meeting was opened with Councilmember Ari Kagan having the honor of the pledge.

Public Hearing

Application # 200358 ZMK
2300 Cropsey Avenue
Cropsey Partners LLC

The applicant is seeking a zoning map amendment to rezone Block 6471, Lots 109, and portions of Lot 13, and Block 6928 portion of Lot 55 from R6 to R6/C2-4.
The proposed action would permit a ground floor commercial use (supermarket).

The Chairman inquired if anyone sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to close the public hearing. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Moment of Silence 

Mr. Guarinello requested a moment of silence for NYPD Detectives Jason Rivera and Wilbert Mora, who were killed in the line of duty.

Public Portion

Angelo Bruno and Pat Capuano, residents of Independence Gardens, thanked the District Manager for her assistance in requesting a speed hump on Shore Parkway between 15th and 16th Avenues.  He advised that the Department of Transportation approved the request but didn’t provide a timeline.  

Danielle Shapiro, representing the Brooklyn Public Library – Highlawn Branch, advised that Brooklyn Public Library is partnering with reputable organizations to offer free tax help for the 2021 tax season.   To receive assistance, you must make an appointment. 

She further announced additional programs and resources, which can be viewed via www. https://www.bklynlibrary.org/ 

Nancy Lulu, representing Brooklyn District Attorney Gonzalez, advised of the creation of a new helpline and an email address to accept reports of the use or sale of fraudulent vaccine records to combat abuse that can endanger the public. 

The helpline will also assist the public in reporting the abuse of pandemic relief programs for businesses and individuals. The new helpline is (718) 250-2255 and the email address is vaxfraud@brooklynda.org. Calls and emails will be answered by trained specialists in the District Attorney’s Action Center.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else sought recognition. Hearing none, a motion was made by Janey Perry to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Eileen LaRuffa. Unanimously adopted.

Elected Officials

Assemblymember Abbate advised that a major part of his job is the New York State budget, which is due on April 1st.  He advised that he is focusing his time on ensuring that we receive needed services.

He further advised that with a new administration he is meeting with new commissioners. In closing, he advised that he looks forward to seeing everyone in person.

Councilmember Ari Kagan wished all those who celebrate a happy lunar new year.

He recognized District Manager, Marnee Elias-Pavia, for her work in addressing recent community issues.  The Councilman advised that an onsite meeting was recently held with DOT regarding safety concerns along the Shore Parkway bicycle lane.  He stated that many dangerous conditions were observed that could lead to tragedy.  

The Councilman further advised that an onsite was held on 86th Street between Bay Parkway and 23rd Avenue, with the Department of Sanitation and Small Business Services to address the sidewalk obstructions and sanitation concerns.  Summonses and warnings were issued to establishments that failed to comply with the provisions of the law.  The area will be monitored on a regular basis to make sure that this segment is livable and accessible.

In closing, he advised that he met with the NYC Sheriff’s office to discuss the rash of paper license plates that are being placed on cars in southern Brooklyn.  They are conducting operations to address this matter.  For more information about the Sheriff’s Office, visit  https://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/sheriff-courts/sheriff.page

Assemblymember Colton advised that there was a successful rally to protest the proposed homeless shelter on Kings Highway.  He stated that there were 500 people in attendance, which included a representative for the Coalition of the Homeless. 

The Assemblyman advised that there are monies in the State budget to build affordable housing, which would be a permanent solution to New York’s housing issues.
 

62nd Precinct

Captain Tao Chen, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, wished everyone a happy lunar new year. He advised that the street closures that were in effect due to the house explosion on Bay 25th Street have been lifted. He commended the responding officers who escorted residents from the adjacent buildings that caught fire.


 Disposition of Public Hearing

Ross Brady, Chairperson of the Planning and Zoning committee, reported that the 
applicant, 2300 Cropsey Partners, LLC, is seeking approval of a zoning map amendment to rezone Block 6471, Lots 109 and part of 13, and block 6928 part of lot 55 from R6 to R6/C2-4.

The building is being constructed “as-of-right”, meaning there are no land use applications for special permits or variances required for the residential and community facility uses. The 2nd and 3rd floor will be a charter school.

The application before the board seeks a C2-4 zoning designation, which would permit 35, 247 gsf of the ground floor commercial use for a supermarket. The C2-4 zoning designation permits typical retail uses that cater to the daily needs of the immediate neighborhood. 

Multiple studies have been conducted identifying showing the need for additional food stores in the district, including the project area.

The committee reviewed the application, and to balance the community needs and the committee’s concerns, the following recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 in favor, 1 opposed to approve the application with the following recommendations:

1. No loading/unloading to take place on street.
2. To minimize impact to the residential portions of 24th Avenue and Shore Parkway, no commercial deliveries on Shore Parkway;
3. Deliveries to be coordinated to prevent conflict with arrival and departure of students;  
4. Managed parking operation to ensure that there is enough capacity for the mixed-uses;
5. School buses will not be stored on the street or within the building lines other than for drop-off or pickup; AND
6. Traffic Impact Study to be performed 12 months post development.

A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to approve the application as recommended by the planning and zoning committee. Seconded by Andrew Windsor. Unanimously adopted.

Chairman’s Report

William R. Guarinello advised those  board members whose term is expiring on March 31, 2022, that the Community Board application is now live on the Borough President’s website. The due date has been extended to March 4.  For this year, the Borough President will accept applications that were submitted prior to the new application going live.

The Chairman recognized the DSNY District 11 for their work in clearing the streets during and following the last snowstorm.  He stated that they brined and prepared our street before the ice storm and handled the 8-12 inches of snow exceptionally well.

He further advised that two land use applications have been filed for zoning map amendments for 1656 West 10th Street and 2080 McDonald Avenue.  The applications have not yet been certified by the City Planning Commission nor referred to the board for public review, but we expect them to be soon.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia began her report by commending Councilman Kagan for immediately addressing issues that are a top priority for this board. 

She advised that an onsite meeting was held with Councilmember’s offices and DOT in response to safety concerns on Shore Parkway near Harbor Motor Inn, the gym and BJ’s.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss safety improvements to make that segment of the bicycle lane safer for both pedestrians and bicyclists. 

The behavior reported and observed while we were present were drivers using the bike lane to queue up to gain access to the right turn bay at BJ’s, drivers using the sidewalk to travel from the area near the gym towards Caesars Bay, and behavior that
that's not safe or acceptable.  

Following the site visit DOT is working to extend the vertical elements beyond Harbor Motor Inn and in front of the gym entrance to prevent drivers from using the bike lane, and they will collaborate with the pedestrian unit to add pipe bollards on the sidewalk. 

The District Manager reported as Councilman Kagan stated that she participated in an on-site meeting with multiple agencies to address the ongoing issue on 86th street between Bay Parkway and 23rd avenue.  All those present observed some bad actors selling fruits and vegetables in the street and sidewalks barely passable.  She thanked Councilman Kagan and looks forward to working with him and his staff to address these issues.

The District Manager advised that a request was received from Adventurers Park for a letter of no objection to replace an existing ride with a similar ride in the amusement park.

A motion was made by Ross Brady to issue the letter of no objection. Seconded by Andrew Windsor. Unanimously adopted.

She further advised that the Federation of Italian American Organizations is seeking a letter of support for the implementation of an open street for their summer 2022 program, on Benson Avenue between Bay 19th Street and 18th Avenue. The program will run from July 11th through August 11th between 8AM and 3PM.

There was brief discussion, and the District Manager was instructed to send a letter of support.

The District Manager reminded everyone that there will be no garbage collection on Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12, 2022.   

Also, New York City Parks in partnership with DOT will be holding a public meeting for an update on Destination Greenways.  

The report will focus on potential improvements to the greenway in
southwest Brooklyn and it'll be held virtually on Tuesday, February 15th
at 6:30 PM.

Youth and Education Committee

Laurie Windsor, Chairperson of the Youth and Education committee, advised that the committee met with the School Construction Authority, who provided an update on two school sites in CB 11.

The first school, Our Lady of Guadalupe, on 72nd Street and 15th Avenue, will be leased to the city.  It will be a District 75 school, which is a school for children with special needs, and will have 132 seats. The planned opening is September 2024, and there is no information on the grades.

The second site is the former Santa Rosalia Church, 63rd Street and 14th Avenue, which was demolished in 2018.  The school is not in design and the site is being used as a Health and Hospitals Covid-19 testing site. Additional information is requested and a timeline; and will report back when more information is available.

New Business

Dr. Tim Law invited the community to participate in the Lunar New Year Parade, which will take place on Sunday, February 13th, at 11AM, on Bay Parkway and 65th Street.  He further thanked the 62nd Precinct for their help in arranging this special event.

Sonia Valentin extended an invitation for the 62nd Precinct “appreciation day for police officers” event, which will be held on Monday, February 14th,  at 11 AM.  

The 62nd Precinct Community Council meeting will be held on February 15th at 7:30 PM via Zoom. Please email pct62ndcc@aol.com for sign-on details.

Laurie Windsor thanked the 62nd Precinct for their presence at the vigil for Anthony D’Onofrio, which was held on 79th Street and 16th Avenue. It turned out to be a huge event, which was well controlled.

The Chairman inquired if there was any other new business.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to adjourn. Seconded by Bart Allegretti.  Unanimously adopted.
