[bookmark: _Hlk88559971]Attendance of Community Board 11’s Virtual General Meeting
Held on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 7PM




Present: Bart Allegretti, Reuvain Borchardt, Jay Brown, Lilibeth Chang, Iwen Chu, Ruben Colon, Victoria Curto, Salvatore D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses. Leon Freue, Michael Garthaffner, William R. Gaurainello, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Lorraine Mazzola, Janet Perry, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung

Absent: Sofia Annunziata, Vincent Chirico, Angelo Cucuzza, Paul DiSpirito, Charles Farrauto, John Garvey, Laura Gottlieb, Albert Milone, Ahmed Nasser, Lenny Salama, Briar Sambolin, Karen Sardell, Antonio Troia, Linda Zhang, Daniel Zurek

Excused: Ross Brady, Rosa Casella, Linda Dalton, Edward Lai, Nicholas Miraglia, Nicholas Zimmitti

[bookmark: _Hlk89068619]Guests: Danielle Shapiro – Brooklyn Public Library, Rose Uscianowski – Transportation Alternatives, Shirley Grant – CB 11, Inna Lukyanenko – Jewish Community House, David Nussbaum – Department of Buildings, Det. Stephen Agosta – 62nd Precinct, Assembly Member William Colton, Nancy Lulu – Brooklyn District Attorney, Evan Burr – Brooklyn Borough President, Sergey Chuprik – NYC Comptroller, Denise Daniello, Blossom Bensonhurst, Captain Tao Chen – 62nd Precinct




















Minutes of Community Board 11’s Virtual General Meeting
Held on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 7PM




The meeting was opened with Roy Jung having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion

Danielle Shapiro, Brooklyn Public Library Highlawn branch, announced extended library service at all open branches.  Meeting rooms and indoor programming are still not available currently.  She further spoke about available services and internship opportunities for students in grades 10 through 12. Additional information can be found at https://www.bklynlibrary.org/college 

Rose Uscianowski, representing Transportation Alternatives, introduced herself and advised that she is the South Brooklyn organizer.  The organization is a non-profit that advocates for safer streets especially for pedestrians, cyclists, and mass transit users.

Nancy Lulu, representing Brooklyn District Attorney Gonzalez, recognized Veteran’s Day, and thanked those who served our country. She urged the public to visit the Brooklyn Attorney’s website a www.brooklynda.org to receive updates and news. 

David Nussbaum, representing the Department of Buildings, advised that the agency has redesigned its website to be more user friendly. He further reminded residents the importance of having working carbon monoxide detectors in the home.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Laurie Windsor to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Sal D’Alessio. Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Janet Perry to accept the minutes of the October 14, 2021 meeting. Seconded by Rabbi Pollack. Unanimously adopted.

Elected Officials

Assembly Member William Colton advised that he received notification from the Department of Homeless Services regarding a second homeless shelter proposed for 137 Kings Highway for families.

He advised that he sent out a mailing to the community and requested their feedback on the location.  

The Assemblyman wished everyone a happy Veteran’s Day. He advised that he is sponsoring a Veteran’s recognition event, in partnership with the Federation of Italian American Organizations and the Bensonhurst, Gravesend and Bath Beach Alliance on Friday, November 12th at 1 PM, at Il Centro.

In closing, he spoke about the successful Halloween candy give-away in partnership with Dr. Law and the Bensonhurst, Gravesend and Bath Beach Alliance.

62nd Precinct

Captain Tao Chen, Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, provided tips on how to prevent car theft, which is the main issue within the precinct.

In closing, he wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello spoke regarding the notification from the Department of Homeless Services regarding the proposed shelter for 75 families at 137 Kings Highway.  He advised that the Community Board is in the process of scheduling a meeting with the Department of Homeless Services and the organization Home Life.  We will share the meeting info when confirmed.

The Chairman advised that the Department of City Planning has advised that an application for a zoning map amendment for the properties located at 2230, 2300, and 2340 Cropsey Avenue, will be referred for public review in no less than 30 days.  

The applicant Cropsey Partners proposes to map a C2-4 overlay over the existing R-6 zoning district, which would permit local commercial and retail needs.

Mr. Guarinello addressed the recent attack of three Asian men on 20th Avenue.  He stated that we don't tolerate these acts of hate in Bensonhurst.  The Chairman felt that it was important to publicly denounce these actions against our neighbors.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that last month Community Boards 11 and 13 held a joint virtual committee meeting on the reconstruction of the 17th and 27th Avenue Bridges.  

On or about November 17th, DOT Bridges will begin the replacement of the 17 Avenue pedestrian bridge.  Due to the surrounding infrastructure this bridge will be demolished, and the new bridge will be placed within the existing footprint.  This means that during construction there will be no pedestrian access from 17th Avenue to the waterfront. Residents will have to use either Bay 8th Street or Bay Parkway.
The project is expected to last 25 months.
She further advised that she previously announced that the Department of Sanitation would be making two seasonal collections of leaves.  The November 20th collection has been cancelled.  

They will provide one Sunday collection of fall leaves and yard waste from NYC residents in 2021.  Residents should set out leaves curbside in paper lawn and leaf bags or unlined bins after 4 PM on Saturday, December 18, 2021.

Ms. Elias-Pavia advised that the 2021 tax lien sale will be held on December 17, 2021.  Only liens for property taxes and charges will be sold; water and sewer debt will not be included in the lien sale.  

The Department of Finance will be removing properties from the lien sale that were damaged by flash flooding due to Ida and hardships due to Covid-19 for both residential and commercial properties but declarations must be filed by December 16th.  There are additional actions to keep properties out of the lien sale and anyone who received a notice should contact the Department of Finance.  

There will also be multiple virtual, and in person outreach events to provide owners with one-on-one assistance. In CB 11 there are 114 properties included in the lien sale. 

In closing she announced that I.S 228, David Boody, 228 Avenue S, is hosting a community Blood drive tomorrow, November 10, 2021 from 1PM-7PM, in the auditorium.

Mr. Guarinello thanked Veterans for their service and wished everyone a happy and healthy Thanksgiving.

A motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to adjourn. Seconded by Sonia Valentin. Unanimously adopted.





