Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Thursday, September 9, 2021, at 7PM
Virtual Meeting



Present:  Bart Allegretti, Ross Brady, Reuvain Borchardt, Jay Brown, Vincent Chirico, Ruben Colon, Angelo Cucuzza, Victoria Curto, Salvatore D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Alan Esses, Michael Garthaffner, Laura Gottlieb, William R. Guarinello, Jeffrey Harris, Roy Jung, Edward Lai, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Lorraine Mazzola, Ahmed Nasser, Janet Perry, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Lenny Salama, Karen Sardell, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Nicholas Zimmitti

Absent: Sofia Annunziata, Lilibeth Chang, Linda Dalton, Paul DiSpirito, Charles Farrauto, Leon Freue, John Garvey, Albert Milone, Briar Sambolin, Sai Chuen Yeung, Linda Zhang, Daniel Zurek

Excused: Rosa Casella, Iwen Chu, Nicholas J. Miraglia, Antonio Troia

Guests: Adele Bennett, Michael Rockman – Jewish Community House of Bensonhurst, Isis McIntosh Green – NY Independent Redistricting Commission, Captain Tao Chen – 62nd Precinct, Nancy Lulu – Brooklyn District Attorney, Sergey Chuprik – NYC Comptroller, Hannah Weinerman – Congressman Nader, Shirley Grant – CB 11 staff, Tambe John – Brooklyn Public Library, Nancy Tong – Assemblyman Colton, Evan Burr – Brooklyn Borough President, Inna Lukyanenko – Jewish Community House, Frank Kopylov




















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting 
Held on Thursday, September 9, 2021, at 7PM
Virtual Meeting



The meeting was opened with Sal D’Alessio having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion

Hannah Weinerman, representing Congressman Nadler, provided federal resources for those impacted by the remnants of Hurricane Ida.    Property owners can report property damage to FEMA at www.disasterassistance.gov or call 1-800-621-3362 The Small Business Administration, Office of Disaster Assistance, announced low-interest loans are available.  If anyone has questions or concerns, they should contact Congressman Nadler’s office at 212.367.7350 or Hannah.weinerman@mail.house.gov.

Isis Macintosh Green, Deputy Director of the Independent Redistricting Commission, advised that the commission will be releasing their draft plans for new legislative district maps on September 15th. Those interested can submit comments or register to testify at www.nyirc.gov  

Tambe John, representing Brooklyn Public Library New Utrecht Branch, announced that the library is open Monday through Saturday with expanded hours. She further advised that the library is seeking to collaborate with community partners to implement new idea.  Those interested can submit a letter of interest to incubator@brooklynlibrary.org by September 20, 2021.

Nancy Lulu, representing the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, extended greetings on behalf of DA Gonzalez and wished the Jewish community happy holidays.  She provided the Action Center’s phone number, 718-250-2340, for those that may need assistance.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to close the public portion of the meeting. Seconded by Sal D’Alessio.  Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Janet Perry to accept the minutes of the June 10, 2021 meeting. Seconded by Jeffrey Harris. Unanimously adopted.

Moment of Silence

Mr. Guarinello requested a moment of silence in commemoration for the lives lost on September 11, 2001, and for Chumei Pan, a resident who was killed by a driver while 
crossing the street at 16th Avenue and 85th Street.

62nd Precinct

Captain Tao Chen, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, advised that residents may see increased traffic by the water due to prayer services, which will be on Tuesday, September 14th.

He further advised that as we re-open from Covid-19, the precinct’s crime numbers remain down as compared to 2020; however, he reminded residents that the main crime issue that we face is grand larceny by deception, which means fraud and scams.

Captain Chen introduced the new Executive Officer of the 62nd Precinct, Captain Jared Badillo.

Captain Badillo stated that he is happy to be here and looks forward to working with the community.

In closing, Captain Chen invited the community to participate in the 62 Precinct’s 9/11 memorial.

Congresswoman Malliotakis

Congresswoman Nicole Malliotakis announced that Laurie Windsor has been appointed the Brooklyn Director for her congressional office. Ms. Windsor is already keeping the Congresswoman informed of current community issues and concerns. 

She added that she has added her voice to local opposition to the planned homeless shelter at 2147 Bath Avenue and has called upon the next Mayoral administration to abandon the current homeless policy and reinstate policies that help people transition out of the shelter system.

The Congresswoman spoke regarding public safety, law enforcement and the bail reform laws, which is one of her greatest public safety issues and one that the community should be addressing with state and local officials.

On a federal level, the infrastructure bill would be helpful to address local issues in terms of flooding and infrastructure investment and if the bill is passed funding should be allocated to address the reoccurring flooding of the Belt Parkway.  

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello spoke regarding the recent flooding and the importance of the administration hearing our concerns.  He stated that over the years this board has made numerous recommendations and resolutions, and our community’s flooding issues aren’t because of a 500-year storm but rather lack of planning.
The Chairman spoke regarding the removal of front yards, the lack of a absorption to divert stormwater from the sewer system, the need for additional enforcement measures and a reduction in combined sewer overflow events.

Mr. Guarinello stated that in 7 1/2years he does not believe this board ever received a response to its submitted formal resolutions. 

A motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to call upon the Mayoral candidates to determine their positions on the issues that are of the greatest community concern.  Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.

Reuvain Borchardt stated that he noticed that many of the catch basins had garbage on top of the drains and this is the main cause of the street flooding. He suggested that prior to upcoming storms that preventative cleaning measures be taken to clean the catch basins. 

Jay Brown stated that our sewer systems are over 100 years old and cannot handle the record amount of rain that we recently received.  He further spoke about the environmental benefits of bioswales.

There was discussion regarding the property owner’s responsibility of cleaning in front of their property, the litter that flows down the street during rainstorms, and DEP’s lack of regular cleaning and maintenance of the catch basins.

The Chairman advised that the board previously recommended reducing the length of the Santa Rosalia feast from 10 days to 7 days.  The board was overruled, and the feast was held for 10-days. A meeting will be scheduled with the Captain to discuss any issues or concerns.

He further advised that we are beginning the fiscal year 2023 budget cycle and we will be scheduling a public hearing on the board’s capital and expense budget priorities.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia spoke regarding the combined sewer overflows and the smell of raw sewage odor issues in the vicinity of regulator 9A located on Bath Avenue and Bay 16th Street.  

She stated that this has been an ongoing issue that has not been resolved by the Department of Environmental Protection.  The board has advocated in our capital and expense budget, called upon DEP to attend a committee meeting to discuss the findings of the recent Open Waters Long Term Control Plan Executive Report, which states that 1.2 MGY are discharged into Gravesend Bay.  We have not received a response.

Now, the residents and businesses in the vicinity of Bath Avenue and Bay 16th Street have taken matters into their own hands and covered the grates with cardboard to prevent odors from seeping into the air.

 A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to call upon the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection to attend the October board meeting and provide an update to these ongoing issues.  Seconded by Eileen LaRuffa. Unanimously adopted.

The Department of Design and Construction has retained consultants to implement and develop the preliminary and final design documents for Green Infrastructure for Gravesend Bay CSO Tributary Area Phase 3.

The project is in the preliminary design phase and is scheduled for bid in fiscal year 2024 with construction targeted to commence in fall 2024.

NYC DDC will design and construct porous pavement on behalf of DEP.  Porous pavement is a special roadway paving that is designed to collect and manage stormwater that runs off the streets and sidewalks when it rains. During construction a portion of the asphalt is removed in the parking lane and the material underneath is excavated and replaced with stone which allows for infiltration.  The asphalt is then replaced with porous concrete panels.

The proposed locations are limited in the northern portion of the district from 17 Avenue to 20 Avenue in the low 60’s.

New Business

Sonia Valentin thanked everyone for their support and participation in the 62nd Precinct’s National Night Out Against Crime block party.

She further advised that the next virtual 62nd Precinct Community Council meeting will be held on September 21st.  Link will be in the chat.

In addition, she warned residents to be vigilant in protecting themselves from electronic scams that are circulating. 

Dr. Tim Law invited everyone to attend a summer festival in Seth Low Park on September 12, 2021 at 11 AM. 

A motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to adjourn. Seconded by Bart Allegreti. Unanimously adopted.

