[bookmark: _Hlk536449710]Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, January 10, 2019, at 
The Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare,
1740 84th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11214



Present:  Ross Brady, Albert Campanelli, Msgr. David Cassato, Iwen Chu, Ruben Colon, Priscilla Consolo, Salvatore D’Alessio, Linda Dalton, Charles Farrauto, Shirley Fineman, William R. Guarinello, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Albert Milone, Nicholas Miraglia, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Antonio Troia, Sonia Valentin, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor, Robert Yee, Sai Chuen Yeung, Laura Zhang, Nicholas Zimmitti

Excused:  Bart Allegretti, Rosa Casella, Claudio DeMeo, Paul DiSpirito, John Garvey, Roy Jung, Janet Perry

Absent:  Thomas Andros, Wai Cheung, Vincent Chirico, Jin Wing Chui, Steven Chung, Lawrence Ciulla, Angelo Cucuzza, Eric DiNapoli, Giuseppe Floccari, Yonah Glatzer, Laura Gottlieb, Anthony Grigos, Ligia Guallpa, Peter Joseph, James Orlando, Caleb Pan, Robert Whittaker

Guests:  Ari Kagan – Comptroller Stringer;  Fanny Lee, Olga Fiore – Senator Savino, Jeannine Cherichetti – Councilman Treyger, Tambe John – New Utrecht Branch, Brooklyn Public Library, Zuhera Ahmed – Congressman Max Rose; Hannah Weinerman – Congressman Jerrold Nadler;  Ron Volpe, Angela Riccio, Raymond Wu

 



















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, January 10, 2019, at 
The Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare,
1740 84th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11214




The meeting of Community Board 11 was opened with Salvatore D’Alessio having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion

Zuhera Ahmed, representing Congressman Rose, introduced herself and advised that she will be serving as community liaison.   She advised that if anyone has issues or concerns, she will be available to discuss.

Hannah Weinerman, representing Congressman Nadler, announced that the Congressman has been appointed as the Chairman of the Judiciary Committee.  She advised that her contact information is on the table, an if anyone had comments or concerns, they should contact her.

Edward Weinberg, representing State Senator Andrew Gounardes, introduced himself and advised that while they do not yet have a permanent office, anyone who has a state issue should contact them.

Ari Kagan, representing Comptroller Stringer, wished everyone a happy new year and thanked the board for their volunteer work.  He advised that the Comptroller released a report regarding the affordable housing crisis and puts forth a proposal to address New Yorkers most in need.   The report is available in print for those who are interested.  

A representative for Assemblywoman Frontus advised that their district office is open and located at 2823 West 12 Street.   He announced that the Assemblywoman has been assigned to the Aging, Children and Families, Tourism, Parks, Arts and Sports Development, and Transportation committees.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.   Hearing none, a motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Man Wai Lau.  Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to accept the minutes of the December 13, 2018 meeting.  Seconded by Sonia Valentin. Unanimously adopted.


Con Edison Smart Meter Presentation

Terence Kelly, representing the Brooklyn District Office of Con Edison, advised that the company is undertaking infrastructure upgrades.   These upgrades include Smart Meters, which are digital meter that communicates between your residence or business and Con Edison through a secure wireless communication network.

Smart meters provide detailed information about your energy use so you can make informed choices about how and when you use energy.   

He advised that installation should begin within the next 90-120 days.  Residents will get a postcard about three months before the contractors come to the neighborhood, and a letter 45 days before installations begin. The contractors work Monday through Saturday, from 8AM – 7PM.  If the meter is outside, residents don’t need to do anything. If you need to be home for us to access your meter, they will advise residents on how to make an appointment.   

He further advised that all contractors would be in branded clothing, vehicles and would have photo identification tags. Residents can call 1-800-75-CONED, to confirm identity.

There is no cost associated with this program.  No one will ask you for money to install smart meters.

Elected Officials

Assemblyman Abbate wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He advised that the legislature is back in Albany and that new Chairpersons have been appointed to committees.  He will be chairing the Government Employees committee.   

Assemblyman Abbate spoke of some of the immediate items that will be addressed.  They relate to voting reforms, which include early voting, changing of election dates. 

In closing, he spoke regarding his disappointment in the proposal that links the legislatures pay raise to passing an on-time budget.   He is very concerned that items that do not reflect the needs of constituency’s would be approved due to monetary disincentives.

62nd Precinct

[bookmark: _GoBack]Captain Longobardi, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, advised that crime is down overall in the precinct.  However, while street crime is down, the precinct sees  many victims of scams and grand larcenies.  

Captain Longobardi introduced the precinct’s crime prevention officer, Police Officer Nogul, who will provide information on how to not become a victim of scams.

Police Officer Nogol spoke regarding scam tactics and how the community can prevent themselves from becoming a victim.  Literature was made available to residents. 


Planning and Zoning Committee

Ross Brady, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Committee, advised that the committee met with Eric Palatnik and the owner of 2080 McDonald Avenue regarding a proposed zoning map amendment from R5B and M1-1 to C4-4L.  This was an informational meeting and report, and no applications have been filed.   The proposal calls for the development of an eight-story mixed use building.   The same issues exist as first discussed as they relate to density, and neighborhood character.

Mr. Brady further advised that the Waterfront Alliance made a presentation on Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines, a voluntary tool to balance resilience, ecology and access.

Transportation Committee 

Laurie Windsor, Chairperson of the Transportation Committee, reported that the committee met to review street renaming requests.  The committee supports the renaming of 14th Avenue and 86th Street, in honor of Anthony Scarpaci Sr.  He was an active member of the community, who served as President of the Sons of Italy, founding member of Ben Bay Kiwanis, and member of the Knights of Columbus.  

A motion was made by Sonia Valentin to recommend the renaming of 86th Street and 14th Avenue, in honor of Anthony M. Scarpaci Sr.  Seconded by Sal D’Alessio.  Unanimously adopted.

Ms. Windsor advised that the City Council approved the honorary street co-naming for Mafalda DiMango.   However, the committee believes that is appropriate to take a ceremonial position supporting the street co-naming.  Mafalda was a charter member of the community and children’s advocate.

A motion was made by Ross Brady to support the co-naming of 15th Avenue and 81 Street, in honor of Mafalda DiMango.  Seconded by Nicholas Zimmitti.  Unanimously adopted.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello advised that the public hearing that was scheduled for 2 Bay 25 Street, for a special permit to allow the operation of a physical culture establishment in a C4-2 zoning district, was postponed at the request of the applicant.

The Chairman advised board members whose term expires March 31, 2019, that the district office will be sending members a re-appointment application by either mail or electronically.   Those that are interested in re-appointment should submit their applications immediately.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that the City Council at yesterday’s stated meeting enacted a local law in relation to establishing temporary programs, conducting education, establishing a task force related to accessory sign violations and waiving penalties for violations for signs that are accessory to a use on the same zoning lot.  

She stated that once signed by the Mayor, mom and pop store owners who received violations would be provided relief and a path to legalization of their existing signs.

The District Manager advised that the Department of Transportation advised that they have changed their process by which DOT will be installing speed bumps.  

In the past, DOT required that the Community Board support the installation of the bump.   Our policy, to ensure general community consensus, was to have the requester submit a petition signed by residents of the block.  

Moving forward Community Boards will receive an informational letter when a speed reducer has been studied, approved and scheduled for installation in the district.

She further advised that a request was made to the Department of Transportation to conduct a senior safety presentation in the district.  Sadly, on January 2nd, a pedestrian died in a crash on Cropsey Avenue between 23rd Avenue and Bay 32nd Street.   Last year, according to the information that was available, the pedestrian fatalities that occurred all involved senior citizens.

New Business

Eileen LaRuffa advised that the 62nd Precinct Community Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 15th at 7PM, at Il Centro, 8711 18th Avenue.
 
Sonia Valentin advised that the New Utrecht Public Library will be holding a Mental Health First Aid Adult Training, on March 30th.

A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to adjourn.  Seconded by Eileen LaRuffa.  Unanimously adopted.
