[bookmark: _Hlk533591899]1Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, December 13, 2018, at
The Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, 
1740 84th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11214




Present:  Bart Allegretti, Albert Campanelli, Rosa Casella, Wai Cheung, Iwen Chu, Ruben Colon, Claudio DeMeo, Eric DiNapoli, Paul DiSpirito, Shirley Fineman, Laura Gottlieb, William R. Guarinello, Peter Joseph, Roy Jung, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Albert Milone, Nicholas J. Miraglia, Caleb Pan, Janet Perry, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whittaker, Laurie Windsor, Sai Chuen Yeung, Nicholas Zimmitti

Absent:  Thomas Andros, Vincent Chirico, Jin Wing Chui, Steven Chung, Lawrence Ciulla, Priscilla Consolo, John Garvey, Yonah Glatzer, Anthony Grigos, Ligia Guallpa, James Orlando, Linda Zhang

Excused: Ross Brady, Msgr. David Cassato, Angelo Cucuzza, Sal D’Alessio, Linda Dalton, Charles Farrauto, Giuseppe Floccari, Antonio Troia, Andrew Windsor, Robert Yee

[bookmark: _Hlk533672433]Guests: Gloria Daniels – NYC Parks, Bob Quigley, Al Fazio – Assemblyman Peter Abbate, Diane Barranca – New Utrecht Branch, Brooklyn Public Library, Kreya Jackson – Highlawn Branch, Brooklyn Public Library, Oscar Atehortua, Hannah Weinerman – Rep. Nadler




















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, December 13, 2018, at
The Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, 
1740 84th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11214



[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting of Community Board 11 was opened with State Senator elect Andrew Gounardes having the honor of the pledge.


Moment of Silence

William R. Guarinello, Chairman requested a moment of silence for Firefighter Faizal Coto, of Engine Company 245, who was murdered Sunday morning following an apparent road rage incident on the Belt Parkway near Bay 8th Street.

Public Portion

Diane Barranca, representing the New Utrecht Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library, announced the upcoming calendar of events.  Fliers are available.

Oscar Atehortua, a resident, thanked the District Manager for her help on an issue affecting Sts. Simon and Jude Church.

Kreya Jackson, representing the Highlawn Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library, announced upcoming events and programs.  

Hannah Weinerman, Community Liaison, for Congressman Nadler, introduced herself and advised that she would be assigned to Community Board 11.  

Gloria Daniels, of New York City Parks and Recreation, introduced herself and advised that she was the manager of Community Board 11’s parks.

The Chairman inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Sonia Valentin.  Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Sonia Valentin to adopt the minutes of the November 7, 2018 meeting.  Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.



Elected Officials

Mr. Guarinello introduced and gave a warm welcome to Andrew Gounardes, the newly elected State Senator for the 22nd District.

Senator-elect Gounardes introduced himself and announced that he was recently appointed as the Chair of the Civil Service and Pension Committee.  

The Senator introduced part of his team:  Torrey Kelley, the Chief of Staff, and Evan Weinberg.  He advised that he does not yet have official contact information, but can always be contacted at andrew@andrewgounardes.com 

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello thanked Paul DiSpirito and the Bensonhurst Center for the donated collation and advised that the agenda has been abbreviated so that members and neighbors can enjoy the food.

The Chairman advised that at the January 10, 2019, meeting a public hearing will be held on an application for a special permit for the operation of a physical culture establishment on the 2nd floor of 2 Bay 25th Street.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that many businesses in the district have taken down their storefront signs.   The Department of Buildings has been issuing violations to store owners who have had signs installed without a permit.  She advised that merchants have reported that it has cost up to $12,000 in fines and fees to remove the violations. These violations were issued in response to 311 complaints filed.  This year about 125 complaints were filed and in 2017 there were about 15.   

Following discussion on the matter a motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa that calls upon the Mayor's Office of Operations to investigate the exorbitant increase of sign complaints filed via the 311 system in calendar year 2018, to ensure that complaints were not generated for financial gain or theft of government services.  Seconded by Bart Allegretti.  Unanimously adopted.
 

The District Manager further advised that the New York City Office of Environmental Remediation advised that the Friends of Hebrew Public Borrower, LLC has applied to enroll in the City Voluntary Clean-up Program for 174 Kings Highway.  

The voluntary clean-up program was established to ensure that any vacant property in NYC with light to moderate levels of contamination can be cleaned up to New York State standards with government support to protect public health and the environment and redeveloped in a timely manner.

The site is located on Kings Highway between West 12th and 13th Streets, the former Del Rio Diner.   Prior to the diner there was an auto service station, and a car wash.  Soil and groundwater samples found semi-volatile compounds, metals and one pesticide.  They have put forward a plan to clean the area.

The proposed future use of the property will be a 3-Story Charter School with a gymnasium, outdoor playground and a partial cellar.

A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to adjourn.  Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.

