






January 2012 

Dear Resident:

Recently there have been numerous rat sightings near New Utrecht Avenue between 77th Street and 79th Street, and the surrounding area.  While our office is working with multiple city agencies and elected officials to address this issue, we need YOUR help.
Rats need three things to survive: food, water, and shelter. They learn fast and are able to climb anywhere, as well as jump surprisingly high and squeeze through tiny 1/4” openings. Female rats can produce 39 babies a year. 

To defeat them, we must cut off their access to food, water, and shelter.  

There are simple steps that residents, property owners and businesses can take to make life more difficult for rats, and keep rats out of our neighborhood.
· Do not place garbage bags on the street unless it is the evening before, or your collection day.

· Not only is this illegal and can result in a summons, rats will get into the bags to eat your garbage.

· The Department of Health suggests that you provide enough trash containers that are rat resistant with lids for all occupants of your building.  Any exposed trash will attract rats.
· Rats like to build nests and burrows in the earth and prefer travelling the same paths often using building foundation walls fences and bushes to find their way.

· Keep landscaped areas around your property free of tall weeds and trim shrubs that are close to the ground.

· Check for rats and holes in the sidewalks and foundation of your building and repair them by filling and sealing them.

· Clear out your property. 
· Clutter gives rats many places to hide, sleep, nest and reproduce. Remove and recycle piles of newspapers, paper bags, cardboard, bottles, old tires, etc.

· Do not feed squirrels, pigeons, and strays.

· If you do, you are feeding rats too.

All of us working together, each doing their part, can make a difference.   We have enclosed literature excerpted from the Department of Health’s guide to Preventing Rats on Your Property, in multiple languages to help explain in further detail, on how we can combat rats in our community.  
For the full guide, please visit:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/pest/rodent_control.pdf, or contact our office.
If you require any additional information or literature, please contact Community Board 11 at the above telephone number or you may email info@brooklyncb11.org.  









Sincerely,

Marnee Elias-Pavia





William R. Guarinello
District Manager





Chairman
