Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at
The Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare,
1740 84th Street




Present:  Bart Allegretti, Ross Brady, Albert Campanelli, Msgr. David Cassato, Vincent Chirico, Ruben Colon, Priscilla Consolo, Salvatore D’Alessio, Linda Dalton, Eric DiNapoli, Paul DiSpirito, Charles Farrauto, Shirley Fineman, Anthony Grigos, William R. Guarinello, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Albert Milone, Nicholas Miraglia, James Orlando, Caleb Pan, Antonio Troia, Sonia Valentin, Robert Whitaker, Sai Chuen Yeung, Nicholas Zimmitti

Absent:  Thomas Andros, Sofia Annunziata, Rocco Buonpane, Karina Cardozo, Warren Chan, Wai Cheung, Steve Chung, Ligia Guallpa, Salvatore Rao, Barry Sanchez, Nayeem Siddique, Robert Yee

Excused:  Matthew Bromme, Rosa Casella, Jing Wing Chiu, Iwen Chu, Claudio DeMeo, Mafalda DiMango, Yonah Glatzer, Eileen LaRuffa, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Andrew Windsor, Laurie Windsor

Guests:  Olga Fiore – Senator Diane Savino, Jeannine Cherichetti – Council Member Mark Treyger, Ritchie Lin, Stephanie Giovinco – Council Member Vincent Gentile, Christopher Malcaus – student St. Joseph’s College,  Sara Ostolaza – NYU Lutheran, Kaise Sun – Shining Future, Al Fazio – Assemblyman Peter Abbate, Cristina Lombardo – Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, Bret J. Rudy, MD - NYU Langone Medical Center, Kathleen Bernier – NYU Langone Medical Center


















Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at
The Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare,
1740 84th Street




The meeting was opened with Dr. Bret Rudy, Chief Medical Officer of NYU Lutheran, having the honor of the pledge.

Public Hearing

I. Draft of Community Board 11’s Capital and Expense Budget recommendations for Fiscal Year 2018.


Mr. Guarinello inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Sal D’Alessio to close the public hearing.  Seconded by Man Wai Lau.  Unanimously adopted.

Public Portion

Captain Sanseverino, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, advised that crime is still on a downward trend.  He further provided Halloween safety tips, especially for those who are taking children trick or treating.  

Kaise Sun, representing Shining Future Education, a non-profit that conducts cultural immersion programs.  For those interested, there are opportunities to host exchange students through their program.  Additional literature was made available.

Michael Marquez, representing Bensonhurst Volunteer Ambulance, announced that recently there was a joint training session with the Community Emergency Response Team, there will be a joint fundraiser hosted by St. Finbar and Mapleton Kiwanis to support CPR and First Aid Programs.  

Celine Mizrahi, Director of Community Relations for Congressman Nadler, introduced Elie Peltz, who will be the liaison to Community Board 11.

Olga Fiore, representing Senator Savino, announced that there will a Halloween Parade on October 29th at 10AM, at MCU Park.  All children are invited.  Registration forms must be submitted in order to participate.

Christine Lombardo, representing the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, announced the kick-off of the Drink Local Week, which takes place from October 20 – 26, at participating wineries, distilleries and breweries.   Fliers are available.

Liam McCabe, representing Congressman Donovan, announced Service Academy Night, for high school students who are interested in applying to a service academy, which will be held on October 24th.  Informational fliers are available.  

Dr. Bret Rudy, Chief Medical Officer of New York University Lutheran, gave a general presentation on the changes that have been made since the merger of NYU Langone and Lutheran Medical Center. He spoke regarding efficiency, patient experience, robotic surgery, electronic medical records, and the Emergency Department’s focus on quality and efficiency.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Sal D’Alessio.  Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

Mr. Guarinello advised that the September 8, 2016 minutes were amended to reflect an error in the date of the June meeting. 

A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to accept the minutes of the September 8, 2016 minutes as amended. Seconded by Bart Allegretti.  Unanimously adopted.



Disposition of Public Hearing

A motion was made by Sonia Valentin to approve the draft of Community Board 11’s Capital and Expense Budget recommendations for Fiscal Year 2018.  Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello advised that the Parks Committee met and has put forward guidelines and procedures for street co-naming requests within CB 11.  These guidelines will provide the committee and applicants with written standards prior to the submission of a proposed street co-naming recommendation.  

The Chairman thanked the committee for their work.

A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to adopt the recommendations of the Parks Committee.  Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.

The Chairman advised that following the Parks Committee meeting a request was received from Senator Golden requesting support to designate 62nd Street and Bay Parkway, “Mother Teresa Way”.  On September 4th, Mother Teresa was canonized a Saint and on the 25th, a statue of Mother Teresa was unveiled at that location, which is the St. Athanasius School and opposite the church.  

A motion was made Nicholas Miraglia to support the renaming of 62nd Street and Bay Parkway, “Mother Teresa Way.”  Seconded by Vincent Chirico.  Unanimously adopted.  
The Chairman advised that next month’s meeting will be held on November 7th.


District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that the Department of Sanitation will begin the winter night plow schedule on November 14th.  This enables the Department to respond promptly and effectively to snow and ice conditions around the clock.  This year section 3, which is bounded by Bay Parkway and 14th Avenue from 86th to 78th, will have their refuse and recycling collected on the night shift.  

She further advised that the Department of Sanitation, as part of its snow removal plan will be using a strategy know as sectoring.  Instead of identifying streets as primary, secondary and tertiary, sectoring identifies only Critical and Sector routes.  Critical routes much like primary routes are the most essential routes for New Yorkers’ health and safety. Sector routes incorporate all non-Critical street segments into a series of condensed routes that are designed to maximize roadway coverage. 

The District Manager commended Dr. Law for his work on composing a flyer in both English and Chinese to educate and advise bottle collectors on the complaints and concerns that are received from property owners and residents. 

Mr. Guarinello recognized Dr. Law’s work and the need for this type of literature and requested that the translated flier be submitted to the district office for distribution.  

Health, Social Services and Seniors Committee

Vincent Chirico, Chairman of the Health, Social Services and Seniors Committee advised that the committee was invited to a tour and presentation of Health Care Choices, a not for profit federally funded Community Health Center, located at 6209 16th Avenue.  They have operated at this location for the past 12 years, providing health, dental and mental health care.   

HealthCare Choices recently received funding to treat substance abuse with a medically assisted treatment program.   This consists of counselling combined with a medication called suboxone, which is used to treat opioid dependency.  The NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services requires a letter of support.

A motion was made and seconded to provide a letter of support for this program as presented.  Unanimously adopted.

New Business

Sonia Valentin announced:  the New Utrecht Public Library will be celebrating their reopening, following renovations, on November 3rd, at 10AM.  All are invited to attend.  

October is Breast Cancer and Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Literature is available.  The 62nd Precinct decorated the building for Breast Cancer Awareness Month, she urged the community to vote online for the best precinct.

In closing, she advised that Governor Cuomo and elected officials in conjunction with the 62nd Precinct Community Council invite the public to participate in the New York State Preparedness Corps. Training Program, on Tuesday, November 1 at 7PM.  All participants must register in advance.   Literature is available.  

The Chairman inquired if there was any other new business.

Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to adjourn.  Seconded by Robert Whittaker.  Unanimously adopted.
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