Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 
at the Bensonhurst Center, 1740 84th Street




	
Present:  Bart Allegretti, Gerald Bertuna, Matthew Bromme, Rocco Buonpane, Al Campanelli, Rosa Casella, Msgr. David Cassato, Vincent Chirico, Jin Wing Chiu, Claudio DeMeo, Mafalda DiMango, Marc D’Ottavio, Paul DiSpirito, Charles Farrauto, Shirley Fineman, John Garvey, Anthony Grigos, William Guarinello, Man Wai Lau, Dr. Tim Law, Albert Milone, James Orlando, Caleb Pan, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Sonia Valentin, Laurie Windsor, Victor Wong, Robert Yee, Sai Chuen Yeung, Nicholas Zimmitti

Absent:  Thomas Andros, Warren Chan, Wai Cheung, Steve Chung, Donald Clark, Eric DiNapoli, Yonah Glatzer, Ligia Guallpa, Salvatore Rao, Antonio Troia

Excused:  Louis Crispiano, Priscilla Consolo, Sal D’Alessio, Eileen LaRuffa, Nicholas Miraglia, Dr. Raymond Mollica

Guests:  William Vitale – CERT 10 & 11, Mary Placanica – Assemblyman Colton, Jeanine Cherichetti – Councilman Treyger, Maria Campanella, Alex Larkin – Councilman Greenfield, Chao Li – Baruch College, Joe Torre, Harry Taggart, Al Fazio – Assemblyman Abbate





















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 
at the Bensonhurst Center, 1740 84th Street




The meeting was opened with Bart Allegretti having the honor of the pledge.

Public Hearing

The Chairman opened the public hearing on the Agency responses to the FY16 preliminary capital and expense budget.

Mr. Guarinello inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Nicholas Zimmetti to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Man Wai Lau.  Unanimously adopted.

Public Portion 

Diana Burenka, the Library Information Supervisor at New Utrecht Library, spoke regarding programs being offered at the library. Literature was made available.

Mary Placanica, representing Assemblyman Colton, announced that the Assemblyman will be celebrating Woman’s History Month on Sunday, April 19th.  Nominations are being accepted and can be submitted to the District Office, located at 155 Kings Highway.

Andrew Gounardes, representing Borough President Adams, spoke regarding new legislation to address illegal building conversions, which is being introduced at the request of the Borough President by Councilmembers Williams and Gentile.  The legislation creates a new category of Aggravated Illegal Conversion which extends the availability of access warrants, and imposes a $15,000 fine.  Literature is available outlining the new legislation.

Maria Campanella, the Ice Cream Girl, addressed the Board and thanked them for all of their volunteer work on behalf of the community.  She stated that she hopes again to serve on the board in the future.

She additionally announced that she has written a children’s book that teaches charity and goodwill.

Jeanine Cherichetti, representing Councilman Treyger, announced that there will be a tree giveaway for those interested in planting a tree on private property.  The event will take place in Kaiser Park, on Saturday, March 21st, from 11:00AM-1:00PM.  Registration is required.

William Vitale, representing New York City Office of Emergency Management Cert Team 10 and 11, introduced himself and advised that they conduct presentations on emergency preparedness.  If any individual or group is interested, they should contact him. 

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Claudio DeMeo.  Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to accept the minutes of the February 12, 2015 meeting.  Seconded by Laurie Windsor.  Unanimously adopted.

Disposition of Public Hearing

The Chairman advised that the Office of Management and Budget was advised that there was a typographical error and they should have sent Priority 1 to the Parks Department.   Additionally, the Parks Department has confirmed that Priority 2 was not funded.

A motion was made by Claudio DeMeo to accept the responses as amended.  Seconded by Sonia Valentin.  Unanimously adopted.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello advised that due to religious observance the April meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 7th.

The Chairman discussed snow removal operations within Community Board 11.  He stated that the response was inconsistent and he requested that the Sanitation Committee convene to address the issue.

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that the Department of Consumer Affairs has notified the Board regarding a proposed newsstand site in front of 2211 86th Street.  She stated that she was concerned that the drawings submitted for review did not show the property lines, which extend approximately 15 feet from the building line.  This may leave less than the required 9 ½ feet clearance.

A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to oppose the proposed newsstand site as presented by the Department of Consumer Affairs,  located in front 2211 86th Street.  Seconded by Bart Allegretti.  Unanimously adopted.

The District Manager discussed some of the issues that are encountered when reporting complaints for illegal building conversions.  She applauded the Borough President and Councilmembers Williams and Gentile for introducing legislation that would address these issues.

The District Manager advised that the Department of City Planning is proposing a text amendment, “Zoning for Quality and Affordability” to the Zoning Resolution as part of the Mayor’s Housing New York Plan.  

The goals of the proposed text amendment are to encourage better quality buildings, promote senior housing and reduce unnecessary parking requirements for affordable housing in transit accessible neighborhoods.   

She further advised that Community Board 11 was identified as a transit zone under consideration and was concerned regarding additional unintended consequences of reduced parking requirements for mixed–income development.  

Ms. Elias-Pavia provided an update on the water main upgrade project being performed on 15th Avenue from Cropsey Avenue to Bath Avenue.  The contractor will be returning to work following cold weather.

In closing, she advised that the Department of Transportation is collaborating with the Federation of Italian American Organizations to bring Weekend Walk to 18th Avenue.   The event will take place on Sunday, July 19th from 1PM – 6PM, on 18th Avenue from 63rd to 74th Streets, and on Saturday, July 25th on 18th Avenue from 75th to 85th Streets from 1PM – 6PM.

New Business

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sonia Valentin announced that Green-Wood Cemetery will be holding a celebration commemorating the 150th anniversary of the end of the Civil War.  They are seeking volunteers.  
 
A motion was made by Laurie Windsor to adjourn.  Seconded by Claudio DeMeo.  Unanimously adopted.
