
Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, 
1740 84th Street




Present:  Bart Allegretti, Ross Brady, Maria Campanella, Dr. Joseph Caruana, Rosa Casella, Msgr. David Cassato, Steve Chung, Louis Crispiano, Sal D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Mafalda DiMango, Eric DiNapoli, Paul DiSpirito, Marc D’Ottavio, Charles Farrauto, Shirley Fineman, Yonah Glatzer, William Guarinello, Eileen LaRuffa, Man Wai Lau, Tim Law, Vito Marangelli, Vito Marinelli, Albert Milone, Nicholas Miraglia, Vincent Nativo, Barbara Parisi, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Sal Rao, Sonia Valentin, Laurie Windsor, Victor Wong, Robert Yee

Absent:  Warren Chan, Donald Clark, Yoketing Eng, John Garvey, Dr. Raymond Mollica, James Orlando

Excused:  Gerald Bertuna, Matt Bromme, Al Campanelli, Dr. Joseph Caruana, Warren Chan, Jerry Chiapetta, Vincent Chirico, Anthony Grigos, Ligia Guallapa, Stan Roher, Antonio Troia

Guests:  Mary Abdul, Godfrey Aneke, Sasha Lawson, Andrew Neploth, Lily Wong – Brooklyn Borough President’s Office, Mary Placanica – Assemblyman Colton, David Joshua Portelaton – STRONG, Susan Grossman – CB11, Lt. Saimato – FDNY HQ, Julia Glauduch – FDNY CAU, Al Fazio – Assemblyman Abbate, Maya Kremen – Rep. Nadler, Michael Gregorio – Sen. Felder, Lucille Santano, Andrew Santano, Olga Fiore – Sen. Savino, Liam McCabe – Rep. Grimm, Vanessa Madafferi – CM Gentile, Grace Kerr, Inga Smolyar












Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting and Public Hearing
Held on Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, 
1740 84th Street


Public Hearing

BSA No. 167-13-BZ
1614/26 86th Street

The applicant seeks to enlarge an existing one-story automobile sales establishment contrary to permitted uses in an R-5 zoning district.

The Chairman inquired if anyone from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to close the public hearing.  Seconded by Charles Farrauto.  Unanimously adopted.

Pledge of Allegiance

The general meeting of Community Board 11 was opened with Charles Farrauto having the honor of the pledge. 

Public Portion

Lou Trimboli, representing the New York City Office of Emergency Management, spoke regarding the newly released storm evacuation maps. The evacuation zones are changing from letter designations to expanded number designations from 1 through 6. 

Mr. Trimboli urged everyone to know their zones and advised that the Office of Emergency Management will be sending out informational literature to everyone located in an evacuation zone.  In addition, information may be obtained at www.nyc.gov/oem and residents should register for Notify New York.

Vanessa Madaferri, representing Councilman Gentile, thanked the Chairman and District Manager for participating in the 7th Annual Library and Essay contest.  

She further announced that the Bensonhurst Greenmarket is returning on Sundays to Milestone Park, located on 18th Avenue and 81st Street, beginning July 7th through November.  Flyers are available.  There will also be a neighborhood clean-up on Sunday, June 23rd at Milestone Park at 11:30 AM.   Volunteers are welcome.

Mary Placanica, representing Assemblyman Colton, advised that the Assemblyman is circulating a petition which calls on Commissioner Strickland, of the Department of Environmental Protection, to investigate and remediate the flooding that took place on May 7th and 8th.  

A second petition calls upon the Department of Transportation to immediately install traffic signals on Benson Avenue at the intersections of Bay 25th Street and Bay 26th Street.

She further advised that there is a petition calling upon the MTA to restore the X28 weekend bus service which was eliminated in June 2010.  

All three petitions are available for distribution and should be returned to the office of Assemblyman Colton, 155 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11223.  

David Portalatin, representing Sandy Task-Force Recovery Organized by Neighborhood Groups, spoke regarding the services provided to those who were affected by Hurricane Sandy.  He further advised that the organization is opposed to the Southwest Brooklyn Marine Transfer Station and has petitions available to those interested.

Maya Kremen, representing Congressman Nadler, advised that the Congressman has introduced legislation that would require airlines to establish policy to ensure that families who purchase airline tickets are seated together on the flight.  Additional legislation was introduced   to protect pregnant women from workplace discrimination. 

In closing, she thanked the Jewish Community House for the work they do on behalf of the community.

Dilia Shack, representing Councilman Recchia, announced that free mammograms will be available on June 19th, from 1PM- 3PM, in the mobile mammography van, located in front of 445 Neptune Avenue.  

Ms. Shack further announced the schedule of events in Coney Island including the Mermaid Parade and the free concerts.

Olga Fiore, representing State Senator Savino, announced the grand re-opening of the district office, which was damaged by Hurricane Sandy.  On behalf of Senator Savino, all were invited to celebrate at a block party located at 2872 West 15th Street, between Neptune and Mermaid Avenues.

Ms. Fiore announced events that would be taking place in Coney Island and urged the public to come to Coney Island.

Jane Carey, representing Councilman Greenfield, announced that there will be a “Movie in the Park”, which will be held on Sunday, June 30th at 7:30 PM, at Seth Low Park.  Fliers are available. 

Ms. Carey provided a legislative update, which included the bill that Councilman Greenfield introduced that requires muni meters to deactivate when parking rules are not in effect or when receipt paper is not available. This bill is expected to be signed by the Mayor and enacted within 60 days.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Lou Crispiano to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Bart Allegretti.  Unanimously adopted.

Moment of Silence

The Chairman requested a moment of silence for Thomas Colasanto, also known as Tom the Cannon.  Tom was a longtime member of the board and businessman.  He will be greatly missed by all.

Minutes

A motion was made by Man Wai Lau to accept the minutes of the May 9, 2013 meeting.  Seconded by Laurie Windsor.  Unanimously adopted.

Chairman’s Report

The Chairman welcomed Ligia Guallapa and Anthony Grigos, newly appointed members to the board.

Mr. Guarinello thanked the administrator and staff of the Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare for hosting the monthly meetings and this evening’s collation.  The Chairman thanked Paul DiSpirito, from Lioni’s Catering for donating food.

 
Plaque Presentations

Mr. Guarinello recognized and presented plaques to Superintendent Arthur Mondella, Department of Sanitation District 11, and Police Officer John Ciarcia, of the 62nd Precinct, for their dedication and service to the community.

Disposition of Public Hearing

Man Wai Lau, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Committee, advised that the applicant seeks to enlarge an existing one-story building used for automotive sales.  The current building is an “L” shaped structure with the open area used for vehicle parking and storage.   

The subject site was previously granted a variance for the proposed enlargement to allow for the expansion of the existing building and designed to enclose the existing automobile sales use and reduce the visual impact.  However, the owner never completed the authorized enlargement. The new owner is now seeking authorization to complete the work.  

The planning and zoning committee has met and is recommending approval of the variance.

A motion was made by Lou Crispiano to approve the enlargement of a one-story automobile sales establishment contrary to permitted uses in an R-5 zoning district.  Seconded by Ross Brady.  Unanimously adopted.


Election of Officers

At the meeting of May 9, 2013, the Nominating Committee presented the following slate of Officers for the 2013/2014 term:
				
Chairman – William R. Guarinello
				1st Vice Chair – Laurie Windsor
				 2nd Vice Chair – Shirley Fineman
				Secretary – Man Wai Lau	
				Treasurer – Nicholas Miraglia

The Chairman inquired if there were any other nominations.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Bart Allegretti to accept the slate of officers.  Seconded by Al Milone.   Unanimously adopted.

62nd Precinct

Deputy Inspector James Rooney, the Commanding Officer of the 62nd Precinct, reported that crime is up 7% this year.  He attributed this increase to a burglary trend in the area bounded by 14th-18th Avenues from  70th -80th Streets.  An arrest has been made for a burglary in which the suspect had 6 prior arrests for burglary. The Inspector hopes this will end the pattern.

The Deputy Inspector thanked the Board for recognizing Police Officer Ciarcia’s work in the community, in particular on 86th Street, which has been exemplary. 

District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia reported that on June 11th, the Mayor released, “A Stronger More Resilient New York”, a comprehensive plan that contains actionable recommendations both for rebuilding the communities impacted by Sandy and increasing the resilience of infrastructure and buildings citywide.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The report calls for the completion of emergency bulkhead repairs adjacent to the Belt Parkway in Southern Brooklyn. The failure of bulkheads adjacent to the Belt Parkway has left several portions of this vital roadway exposed and vulnerable to future storms. The City, therefore, will complete bulkhead repairs in areas damaged by Sandy, including at 14th Avenue, 17th Avenue, and 95th Street. The Department of Parks and Recreation will complete this work by December 2013, making effective use of existing Federal appropriations and enhancing protection during the 2013 hurricane season and beyond.

Additionally, initiatives for increasing resiliency in South Brooklyn calls for the US Army Corp of Engineers to develop an implementation plan for the reinforcement of existing Belt Parkway edge protections containing various options for reinforcing and strengthening existing protections beyond the immediate repairs underway.  The goal is for USACE to begin work on this plan by 2015.

The District Manager further advised that FEMA has released preliminary work maps, which provides updated data to better understand flood risks.  These maps can be viewed at www.region2coastal.com.  She urged everyone to review the data since there are changes to the map that affect residents.

She advised that she attended the street renaming ceremony for Karen Barone that was hosted by Councilman Gentile, which was well attended by the community.  

In closing, she announced that Pianos for Hope, a non-profit group, whose vision is to bring access to the arts to all.  Pianos are painted by the groups Sing for Hope Volunteer Artists, public school students, or iconic New York personalities.  Bensonhurst Park was one of the recipients of this temporary public art installation.


New Business

Man Wai Lau thanked the Bensonhurst Center for their hospitality.   He further advised that the facility has a new library that is scheduled to be opening in the next few months.  The new library will be named after the Lau family.

Perfect Attendance Awards

On behalf of Borough President Marty Markowitz, the Chairman distributed perfect attendance awards for the 2012/2013 term.


A motion was made by Eileen LaRuffa to adjourn.   Seconded by Claudio DeMeo.  Unanimously adopted.
