Attendance of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, May 9, 2013 at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, 
1740 84th Street


Present:  Bart Allegretti, Ross Brady, Matt Bromme, Maria Campanella, Al Campanelli, Rosa Casella, Vincent Chirico, Louis Crispiano, Sal D’Alessio, Claudio DeMeo, Mafalda DiMango, Eric DiNapoli, Paul DiSpirito, Marc D’Ottavio, Charles Farrauto, Shirley Fineman, John Garvey, William Guarinello, Man Wai Lau, Tim Law, Vito Marangelli, Vito Marinelli, Albert Milone, Nicholas Miraglia, Raymond Mollica, James Orlando, Rabbi Gary Pollack, Sal Rao, Antonio Troia, Sonia Valentin, Laurie Windsor, Victor Wong


Absent:  Gerald Bertuna, Warren Chan, Steve Chung, Don Clark, Yoketing Eng, Yonah Glatzer, Anthony Mallozzi, Michael Marks, Vincent Nativo, Barbara Parisi, Stan Roher, Robert Yee


Excused: Dr. Joseph Caruana, Msgr. David Cassato, Jerry Chiapetta, Tom Colasanto, Eileen LaRuffa

Guest:  Dilia Shack – Councilmember Recchia, Jo Ben Fanti, Lily Wong – Brooklyn Borough President, Lt. Vincent Sainato – FDNY, Julia Glauboch – FDNY, Al Fazio – Assembly Member  Abbate, Maya Kremen – Rep. Nadler, Angela Valentin, Yisrael Fischer
















Minutes of Community Board 11’s General Meeting
Held on Thursday, May 9, 2013 at
Bensonhurst Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare, 
1740 84th Street


The general meeting of Community Board 11 was opened with Sal Rao having the honor of the pledge.

Public Portion

Sara Steinweiss, representing Councilman Gentile, announced that the following: 

The District Office will be closed through Monday, May 13th for necessary repairs.  Residents can contact the City Hall office at 212-788-7363.

The Councilman’s community clean-up of Milestone Park and playground is scheduled for Saturday, May 11, 2013.  However, if it is raining at 10AM, the event will be rescheduled for Sunday, May 19th.

The street renaming ceremony for Karen Barone will be held on June 12th, on 82nd Street and 15th Avenue at 3:45PM.

The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, will be held on June 22nd at Fort Hamilton High School Athletic Field at 12 Noon.  

The Bensonhurst Greenmarket will be returning to Milestone Park on Sunday, July 7th.

Jane Carey, representing Councilman Greenfield, announced that they will be holding an “Unclaimed Funds” event on May 22nd, at the District Office, 4424 16th Avenue, from 2PM-7PM.  Staff from the State Comptroller’s Office will be available to assist residents.

Dilia Shack, representing Councilman Domenic M. Recchia Jr., advised that the Councilman is hosting Free Screening Mammograms, for women 40 and older, on Wednesday, June 19, 2013 from 1:30PM – 3:30 PM, in front of 445 Neptune Avenue.  Appoints are necessary and can be made by calling 800-564-6868.

Maya Kremen, representing Congressman Nadler, advised that $475 Million in emergency Sandy funds have been allocated to restore federal parks and monuments in New York City and the Northeast.  These funds will help restore and reopen the Statue of Liberty, Governors Island, and other public lands.

Kenneth Clark, representing BigAppleRx, advised that BigAppleRx is a money savings prescription discount card program.  It can be used by everyone, even if you have prescription coverage, for discounts on brand name & generic prescription drugs at thousands of participating pharmacies in New York City.  Information is available for those interested.

Joe, the owner of Sheridan Lighting was joined by other local businesses of 63rd Street to discuss parking regulations.  He stated that the current parking conditions have made it almost impossible for the local businesses to conduct business on 16th and 17th Avenues.  Alternate Side Parking regulations are on Tuesday and Wednesday from 11:30 AM – 1 PM, the block is not properly cleaned because of the cars and trucks that are on the street.  He requested the Board’s assistance and requested overnight street cleaning regulations in order to help the businesses stay in the neighborhood.  A petition was submitted to the board.


Councilman Gentile advised that the Department of Transportation recently installed No Standing 6AM -10AM, Trucks Loading/Unloading signs on 15th Avenue and 78th Street.  The signs were installed without advance notification.  However, the morning after installation Traffic Enforcement Agents were onsite at 6AM to ticket every car.

The Councilman advised that he and Councilman Greenfield are working on legislation, which requires that, the Department of Transportation provides 72 hour notice before new signs are installed and enforced.

He further advised that he is a prime sponsor of legislation that Councilman Greenfield has introduced, which prevents muni-meters from accepting money if the unit is out of paper or meter regulations are not in effect.

Councilman Gentile advised that the Out of School Time Programs are once again under attack.  He stated that this is because the Mayor does not provide a baseline budget for these programs and every year the New York City Council restores and funds these programs. 

There was brief discussion regarding Traffic Enforcement.

The Chairman inquired if anyone else from the public sought recognition.  Hearing none, a motion was made by Matt Bromme to close the public portion of the meeting.  Seconded by Claudio DeMeo.  Unanimously adopted.

Minutes

A motion was made by Tony Troia to adopt the minutes of the April 11, 2013 minutes.  Seconded by Sal Rao.  Unanimously adopted.

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Guarinello advised that the June meeting will be held on Monday, June 10th.

The Chairman advised that the Summer Youth Program application process has been extended until Wednesday, May 22nd.  Residents between the ages of 14 and 24 can apply for summer employment by filing online at www.nyc.gov/dycd.  For those who do not have access to a computer, the Community Board office will provide access to computer during regular office hours.

Nominating Committee Report

Bart Allegretti, on behalf of Vincent Nativo, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented the following slate of Officers for the 2013-1014 term:

William R. Guarinello – Chairman
			      Laurie Windsor – 1st Vice Chair
			      Shirley Fineman – 2nd Vice Chair
			      Man Wai Lau – Secretary
   			      Nicholas Miraglia – Treasurer


District Manager’s Report

Marnee Elias-Pavia advised that due to community inquiries and concerns regarding the sale of the former Cotillion Terrace, 7317 18TH Avenue, to the Salvation Army, a meeting was held with the Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army, Councilman Gentile, Assemblyman Abbate and myself.  

The Salvation Army advised that the existing building will be converted to a senior and worship center and there will be no retail stores, condos or residential programs.  They expect to be open in November.   
The District Manager stated that this was an as of right project that does not come before the Community Board.  She thanked Councilman Gentile and Assemblyman Abbate for facilitating the meeting.

There was brief discussion regarding the issue.

The District Manager advised that yesterday, due to the heavy rains we had significant flooding in the areas bounded by Bay Parkway to 26th Avenue and Shore Parkway to Benson Avenue including the Belt Parkway. Numerous residents advised that they flooded. A formal request was sent to the Department of Environmental Protection requesting that they investigate the sewers in this area.

Ms. Elias-Pavia thanked the 62nd Precinct Community Council, the members of the Workers Justice Project and Muslim American Society Youth Center for participating in the graffiti clean-up.  

She further advised that graffiti waivers are available on the table. In addition, with the advancement of technology it is very easy to file complaints via the 311 system.  There is a free app for android or iphone users that you can download to report street potholes, problems with streetlights, damaged trees, dirty conditions and building graffiti.   It is fast and very easy to use.

The Department of Transportation has advised that they are installing a traffic signal at the intersection of 24th Avenue/Bay 35th Street.  Installation is expected to be completed by July 31st.

Shredfest will be held on Sunday, May 19th at Bensonhurst Park at Cropsey Avenue and Bay 29th Street from 10AM-4PM

The Department of Sanitation has expanded the recycling program to include rigid plastics.  Rigid plastics includes containers, packaging, and products that are made predominantly or entirely of plastic and have a relatively inflexible shape or form.  

While, the Department is updating the rules and preparing literature the expanded recycling is voluntary and no summonses will be issued for improperly placing rigid plastics in the trash.

The District Manager addressed the issue that was brought forward during the public portion of the meeting by the merchants of 63rd Street between 16th and 17th Avenues.  She advised that this segment is a manufacturing zone with no residential homes.  She stated that the businesses would benefit from overnight cleaning since the current Tuesday and Wednesday from 11:30 AM – 1 PM makes it difficult to conduct business and accommodate street cleaning.

A motion was made by Nicholas Miraglia and seconded by Sal D’Allesio to authorize the District Manager to work with the Department of Sanitation to mitigate the issues presented.  Unanimously adopted.

A motion was made by Bart Allegretti to adjourn.  Seconded by Laurie Windsor.  Unanimously adopted.

Meeting adjourned.
